by Ash Dowdy
On April 16th from 1-6 pm, Folly Beach organizer Cary Lynch
launched the Folly Families to Save the Children. Proceeds went
to the Save the Children relief fund for the Ukraine. This amazing
taste of Folly event raised $15,000! The event was held and
sponsored by the Lowlife and Washout. All the proceeds, 100%,
were sent to the charity.
Cary stated that she was tired of sitting around and crying,
because, “as a mother this
situation is heartbreaking.”
She was also thankful for
the overwhelming support
she found in her
community. The event entry
donation was $20. Eight
di erent restaurants
donated one food item
each and they were able to
sell each heaping plate for
$15. There were $6
signature cocktails. The food
and drinks were, as usual, delicious. In addition, there was live
music, $1 tickets for 18 di erent ra e prizes and a live auction
that included artwork by Jimmy O’Brian. Jimmy also painted the
Folly Boat for the event. Kids were entertained by Jason’s Jump
Castle, great food, and face-painting.
Interestingly, a couple from the Ukraine happened to see the
Ukrainian ag while walking down the sidewalk when the event
kicked o . They were overwhelmed with gratitude, sharing that
they had family in the Ukrainian military. It was a touching, tearlled, moment for everyone.
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There were donations from many local business, too numerous
to account for here, but Cary was “so very grateful” for the
response. Cary stated that, “Folly coming together for an event
like this was a beautiful thing and I was excited to be a part of
it.” Continuing, Cary said, “It was good to bring our community
together.” She would like to rst thank the citizens of Folly
Beach who came out to support the event. Cary sends her
thanks to Greg Marshall of The Washout, the location of the
event, and to TJ Lynch of LowLife, a generous sponsor who
helped them top the $15,000 mark. She also thanks the
organizer Sarah McLoughlin from Save the Children, as well as
Kelly Russ and Kelly Travers of FAB.
ff

fi

Folly Families to Save the Children

The Civic Club
by Dr. Katherine M. Houghton
Over the years the Civic Club has
been very fortunate to have such
talented, dedicated, and Folly
Beach loving Editors. My
experiences working with these
individuals has been a joy and we
have overcome various challenges
such as a pandemic, and other
situations. Therefore, I write to
acknowledge and thank these
outstanding contributors to the
quality of life on Folly Beach.
Susan Breslin
Dave Miller
Martha Bootle
Brenda Sue Morris
Additionally, we have recently
appointed the next Editor,
Ash Dowdy.

2023 Civic Club Calendar
The Civic Club calendar committee
is working on the 2023 calendar. We
are pleased to note that this process
is underway and citizens are awaiting
the release of our 2023 calendar!

From the Desk of the Mayor:
Fellow Citizens,
It’s May’s owers and tourists! As you can see, and feel
sometimes, with interrupted traf c patterns, the city is doing a
lot of infrastructure work. They are completing the West Ashley
Pedestrian path and the needed storm drainage work on the
East Side. Once these work sites are completed, you will see
the Pedestrian Path on East Ashley from Center Street to
Second Street East begin construction. Hopefully all our
pedestrians, visitors and residents, will use these paths to help
keep the roadways clear for traf c.
The East Side drainage work will be completed as the end of
Phase 1 storm drainage projects. This drainage project will be
followed by Phase 2 as the engineering work is completed and
the work crews are available. We will keep you advised as we
move forward.
Turtle Season is here! Please help us help the turtles by
keeping our beach clean and turning out the lights on front
beach as not to cause confusion for the turtles as to which
direction is the water. They use the moon’s re ection from the
water to help them stay oriented, and arti cial light from the
dunes or landward can cause them to become disoriented. This
is especially true for baby turtles during their hatching cycle; and
we all know their young life is hard enough to try to be one of
the few that live to maturity. So, let’s do all we can to help the
turtles and the Folly Turtle Team to have another successful
nesting year at Folly. As of the writing of this article Folly has
three nests so far. They are on their way!
Also as of May 23, drop by City Hall to see a unique turtle
sculpture that will be in the City Hall Lobby. This sculpture was
created by two young men, Xan and Zeke, who collected trash
on the beach and in the marsh as a school community service
project to help remind everyone to keep our beaches, marshes
and waterways clean.
The Staff and City Council continue to work on the budget. We
will have a Special Council meeting on June 1st to hold a Public
Hearing and rst vote on the 2023 budget. The Public Hearing
will begin at 6 pm. As always once the budget is completed and
passed it will be available on the City’s web site.
That is it for now, but as always if you have any questions you
can contact me at tgoodwin@cityoffollybeach.gov or
843-729-0298.
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Mayor Tim

Folly Beach Branch
Library
Monday:
9 am – 5:30 pm
Tuesday:
9 am – 5:30 pm
Friday:
1 pm – 5 pm
2nd and 4th Saturdays:
9 am – 2 pm

Summer Reading is here!
We have programs for all ages,
babies through adults. We will kick
o Summer Reading with Porkchop
Productions performing “The
Fisherman and His Needy, Greedy
Wife” on Monday, June 6th at 4:30
pm. On Monday, June 27th at 4:30
pm we will have Nathalia: Bilingual
Music for Families.
We have our weekly Family
Storytimes on Mondays at 10:30 am
except for Monday, June 20th
because we will be closed in honor of
Juneteenth.
On Tuesday, June 28th at 2:30 pm
the Book Club will discuss
“Pachinko” by Min Jin Lee. Come by
the branch and pick up a copy if you
would like to join us! If you have any
questions, please give us a call at
843-588-2001.

Want a Sandspur Subscription?
The Sandspur is delivered free of
charge to your Folly Beach post o ce
box. No mailbox? For $15 a year you
can have it mailed to you. Send a check
for $15 made out to:
Folly Beach Civic Club to
PO Box 884, Folly Beach, SC, 29439

by Dave Miller
If you drive the Folly Island Causeway in the morning,
you have likely seen Ellen Parker and Matt Horton
riding their bicycles on their daily litter patrol something they have done nearly
every morning since relocating to
Folly Beach in 2019.
Soon after moving to Folly they
began riding their bikes on the 2
mile trek from the Clam Farm to
the beach and back. Ellen’s
work-from-home job was on CST
so she had plenty of time in the
early morning to explore Folly
with Matt. It wasn’t long before
they started carrying bags and picking up the eclectic
assortment of litter encountered along their journey.
They quickly learned the locations of trash cans where
they could unload their booty en route.
Why do it? The Causeway is beautiful, but that darned
litter. The litter is annoying, especially seeing it return
day after day after day. What an eyesore. It became a
crusade. To be honest, much of the litter is
unintentional - possessions blown o of vehicles.
Alas, it’s a mentality that hopefully can be xed. Until
it is xed, Ellen and Matt have no plans to stop.
They bicycle almost every day, all year long weather
permitting, averaging 5 times a week. It can get ugly.
Broken and shattered glass is the worst, followed by
hard plastic bins that shatter into a thousand pieces.
And those dirty diapers!
Occasionally, they make up stories about their litter.
For example, Bud Light Tall cans are frequent nds
which inspired a story about Bud, a late shift worker
on Folly, who consumes and throws away two cans of
Bud Light upon leaving the island after his shift.
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Not everything they nd is trash. Found drivers
licenses are common but when mailed back to the
issuing state, they are always returned. Perhaps they
were fake and not lost? Matt found a pair of pants
with a $100 bill - Jackpot! They have considered
opening a Roadside Boutique o ering a wide
selection of hats, toys, jackets, tumblers, Yeti mugs,
underwear, and blankets. Just recently they found a
brand new FBFD jacket. Thanks to Deputy Chief
Burke, the jacket was returned to its owner. So as you
leave Folly in the morning, acknowledge Ellen and
Matt with a thumbs up rather than a honk.
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Causeway Heroes

The Exchange Club of Folly
Beach
Local Social: In May we did a Local Social
with fried chicken and all the xings.
Members got to shop with the leftover yard
sale stu and take home some good prizes
for very little money.
Memorial Day: You may have noticed the
ags were put up for Memorial Day to honor
those who died serving in the United States
military.
College Scholarships: We are o ering
college scholarships to full time residents
and grandchildren of our club members,
regardless of where the grandchildren live.
Applicants should be in high school or
college with good academic standing.
Deadline for application is June 30,
2022.
Contact Mae Holmes at
843-588-9238 or
maeholmes2@comcast.net to apply.
Next Meeting:
June’s meeting will be our One Nation Under
God with a breakfast being served for
supper! Meeting is at the Hut, 206 West
Indian at 7 pm on Thursday, June 16th.

Attention Graduates
It's that time of year where we celebrate our
graduates! Whether they are graduating from
high school, college, getting master's degrees
or medical degrees, if they have a meaningful
connection with Folly Beach, we want to hear
about them!
Please provide their name, the school they
are graduating from, and 1-2 lines about
what their plans are after graduation.
Deadline: August 20th

As the summer rolls in, the Folly Association of
Business (FAB) is hard at work planning for
upcoming events, spreading the “Keep Folly
Clean” message and supporting each other
throughout the busy season. The 4th of July is
on the horizon and FAB will again host the
reworks from the beach beginning at dusk. We
are also planning for our inaugural Mermaids &
Mateys Center Street event which will take place
on September, 24th. Our litter initiative is
continuing to grow as we enter the second year
of beach accesses being sponsored by FAB
businesses and helping to assure that we keep
the island clean and safe for people and animals.
If you are a business owner, we would love
for you to join FAB. We have moved our
meetings from Thursdays to Tuesdays to make it
easier for those in the hospitality industry to
attend. We will be skipping our June meeting
and picking up in July on the third Tuesday of
each month. Join us on Tuesday, July 19th at
Tides for Happy Hour at 6 pm, and the meeting
starts at 6:30 pm.

KEEP FOLLY CLEAN
There are 14 million tons of plastic in the
ocean every year. 80% of all plastics fall into
marine debris, which causes harm and
death in marine life. Did you know it takes
450 years for plastic to decompose in a
land ll?
Toby the Turtle’s Litter Buster for May was
Folly Beach Chair Company
Save the Date: June 8th is World Ocean
Day!
Toby the Turtle will be a part of this
awesome event. More to come.

Folly Beach Seniors
by Pauline Ray
We met May 5th in the Community Center. We
enjoyed the food and fellowship. We had a short
business meeting and all present voted to go on
vacation in September.
We want to stay in touch and remember our sick
and shut-ins. If anyone would like a card or fruit
basket, get in touch with Johnny Carter. I want to
thank all who attended my birthday party. You
helped to make me very happy! We wish all a safe
and happy summer. We will see you September
1st in the Community Center.
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The Folly Association of Business
(FAB)

Charlotte the Turtle
Buist Academy Zeke Jennings and Xan Glover
picked up litter from around Folly and
engineered a colorful sea turtle named
Charlotte. They want to encourage beach
goers to pay attention to the threat plastics
have on sea life. They are collaborating with
Folly’s Mayor Goodwin on how to best use
Charlotte to promote a cleaner Folly Beach. Be
on the lookout for Charlotte around town.

by Melissa Clark
Native Gardening. Awareness of the
interconnectedness of all life unfolds in a native
garden. Celebrated for their role in biodiversity and
sustainability, native plants are those that have
developed mutually bene cial relationships with
native wildlife over hundreds of thousands of years.
These species are acclimated to the local
environment and soil conditions so they require less
intervention to thrive than non-natives. They provide
nectar, pollen and seeds that serve as food for
native butter ies, insects, birds and other animals.
Non native plants, introduced from other regions or
countries, aren’t all bad, but some can become
invasive and crowd out the plants necessary for this
delicate codependent ecosystem. Think beyond the
invasive non-native kudzu to wisteria. Though
beautiful with its purple owers, most wisteria in
this region is invasive (W. sinensis and W.
oribunda). Clemson Extension Cooperative says
that American and Kentucky wisteria (Wisteria
frutescens and W. macrostachya) are native species
and not at all aggressive, but they have been
overtaken by the invasive imposters that weave
vines through our live oaks. Likewise invasive
ornamental shrubs like privet (ligustrum), often sold
by landscaping companies and nurseries, choke
out all other natives, depriving nature of her
symbiotic relationships. According to the South
Carolina Native Plant society the second greatest
threat to biodiversity and ecosystems after human
caused habitat destruction is aggressive invasives.
They crowd out native species and devour
resources while not being friendly hosts to wildlife.
Removal and destruction of invasives is critical to
preserving a balanced habitat. A recent study in
Science Daily even suggests that removing
invasives near rivers and waterways can improve
biodiversity of aquatic organisms. Responsible
planning and planting can transform your garden
into a sustainable and Eco-friendly habitat.
You can read more about the bene ts of native
landscapes online at scnps.org and
hgic.clemson.edu.
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If interested in renting an available native and
organic gardening plot contact the Folly Community
Garden at follycommunitygarden@gmail.com and
follow us on Instagram
@follybeachcommunitygarden
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Folly Community Garden

Yard of the Month
by Lynn Smalley
Pauline Ray at 308 West Cooper is the June
Yard of the Month recipient. She recently
celebrated her 90th birthday here on Folly. She
and her husband, Fred, built their home and
moved to Folly in 1987.
They designed their yard at that time and it has
ourished ever since. A carpet of Saint
Augustine grass is surrounded with curving
beds on each side. Nandinias with bright red
berries reside beneath a palm tree in the left
bed. A mature Bradford pear tree drapes over a
pink crepe myrtle and peach tree closer to the
walkway.
A grand palm tree stands above bountiful fatsia
and ferns on the right. Nandinias lead to a crepe
myrtle and conclude with a lovely dogwood tree.
Red knockout roses join pink and lavender
roses to adorn a central bed which surrounds an
elegant palm. A brilliant, red mandevilla in a
hanging pot completes the scene.
Pauline's front porch is accented with a
procession of boxwoods. Red hibiscus highlight
this bed. A red Japanese maple is a new
addition far right with gigantic sago palms
serving as the focal point on each side. A white
arbor stands far right, which replaced the initial
one Fred built for her once the elements wore it
down. A plethora of potted red geraniums,
impatiens and cement pineapples welcome
guests to her front porch rockers as a blue wind
sculpture rotates with the breeze.
Pauline enjoys sitting on her porch and looking
at her garden. She has always found Folly
people to be loving and caring. Our
congratulations to her for a garden well
established and enduring as is she.
The Garden Club wishes to thank Vanessa
Williams with Flowers by Vanessa for speaking
during our April meeting. Her instructions on
flower arrangements were appreciated as well
as her donation of one for a door prize.
The Garden Club will have a summer break and
meet again in September.

Folly Beach
United Methodist Church
June Calendar of Events
“Open doors, open minds, open hearts”
Come as you are…all are welcome to
fellowship, hear God’s word, and enjoy
some great music!
(Nursery and Children’s Sunday School
are provided for the little ones.)
Regular worship times: Sunday school at
9 am / Worship service at 10 am
*ATTENTION to Folly’s “culinary-gifted
artists,” FB United Methodist Women are
creating a FB Cookbook that will be out in
the Fall—just in time for Christmas gifts!
Please submit your favorite family recipes
by the end of June.
June Calendar of events:
Wednesday 6/1:
6 pm Jasper United Methodist Youth
Choir free concert at Folly River Park
Everyone is welcome. BYOC (bring your
own chair)
Saturday 6/4:
8 am Men’s Club. Breakfast provided, at
the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 6/5:
9 am Sunday school / 10 am worship
service led by Jasper United Methodist
Youth
(OPEN Communion table)

Folly Beach Baptist Church
Prayer Walks:
Mondays, at 9 am
for the Folly Beach Community
Men's Bible Study:
Mondays at 7:15 pm
Youth Bible Study:
Tuesdays at 6:30 pm
Virtual Prayer Meeting:
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Folly Beach Baptist Church Facebook
Recovery in Christ:
Thursdays at 6:30 pm
Patriotic Musical:
Sunday, July 3rd at 11 am
Prayer Line: 843-588-9414

Sunday 6/12:
9 am Sunday school / 10 am worship
service

For more info call the Church office: 843-588-2309

Sunday 6/19:
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
9 am Sunday school / 10 am worship
service

Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church

Sunday 6/26:
9 am Sunday school / 10 am worship
service

Mass Times
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9 am
Saturdays at 5 pm
Sunday at 7 am, 9 am, and 11 am

Once is Enough
by Dave Miller
Georgia said she was biking with her son, John, 25
years ago “down by The Point” (Sunset Point) when
they came across a woman transplanting some 12
inch succulents that grow well
here on Folly. Intrigued, Georgia
and John took two plants home
and planted them.
Twenty- ve years later in April
2021, that cute 12 inch succulent
century plant had morphed into a
5 X 5 ft spiky behemoth with a 1
foot tall bloom stalk. By June, the
bloom stalk was nearly 24 feet in
height! And by July the entire
plant was dead-roots and all had
tumbled to the ground. Son
Craig, while using the chain saw to
remove his brother’s project, was sprayed with the
caustic sap of the Century Plant - causing him to run
to the shower to wash away the plant’s juices.
Despite his rapid action, Craig’s skin erupted in
signi cant blisters and rashes.
“Century Plant” is a bit of a misnomer as it is in the
Agave family with 4 to 6 foot “leaves” and blooms in
10-20 years and then abruptly dies. There are several
here on Folly you may want to check on from time to
time. The plant is easy to grow, requiring essentially
no care, and is quite hardy in our area. It is easy to
transplant, and when it dies, it leaves multiple small
babies about.
When asked, Georgia would love to plant another.
Phil simply says, “No.”

by Charlie Morris
With the close of the Civil War and the end of
Reconstruction in South Carolina, new
changes were in the works. In 1877, Federal
troops were removed from the state and the
political system was returned to selfgovernance, with the state once more
handling its own a airs. This came about
due to the disputed presidential election of
1876 between Rutherford Hayes and Samuel
Tilden. Florida, South Carolina and Louisiana
tipped the vote to Hayes.
Quincy Gillmore who had commanded Union
troops on Folly had been in charge of coastal
defenses from North Carolina to Florida
since 1869. Besides clearing sunken wrecks
from harbors he also looked to improve
harbor entrances to stimulate trade. He
suggested building jetties in Charleston
harbor to cut through the sand bars and
deepen the ship channel from 12 feet to 21
feet at low tide allowing bigger ships to
enter. The South jetty was 16,440 feet long
while the North jetty was 14,327 feet. The
jetties would only be completed in 1895 for a
cost of 3.7 million dollars. By 1881, the
results were clear with Sullivan’s Island and
Morris Island losing 500 feet per year of
beach. Two jetties were added to protect
Sullivans but nothing was done for Morris
Island and Folly of course shared the same
fate. Not that anyone was looking on Folly.
Besides lack of fresh water erosion was now
added as a concern for its inhabitants.

The Sandspur

For submission please send high resolution,
preferably landscape oriented, Folly photos to
kathymiller74@gmail.com

City Website: cityo ollybeach.com
Meetings: cityo ollybeach.com/streaming
Local Channel: Comcast 195
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For viewing, please see the Folly Current
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“The Edge of America”
Photography by Shane McGeehan

The Folly Beach Civic Club
PO Box 884, Folly Beach, SC, 29439
facebook.com/FollyBeachCivicClub
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Civic Club
Photo of the Month

1877 Brings New
Problems for Folly

STAY OFF THE SAND DUNES. They are
protected and fragile.

Starlight Yoga - $10
Date: June 2 & June 30
Location: Folly Beach County Park
The moon and stars enhance this owing
yoga class while sand serves as the
classroom oor and crashing waves as the
soundtrack. Participants will receive a
special glow-in-the-dark prize. Open to all
tness levels and abilities.
Online and phone registration ends on the
day of the event at 4:00 pm. If space is
available, walk-up registration will be $12. A
registered and paid chaperone is required for
ages under 15.
Call or go online to Register: 843-795-4386

SEA TURTLES are endangered. May 1 to
October 31, no exterior lights are allowed on
the front beach after 10pm. Interior lights
permitted with compliant treated windows.
DIGGING HOLES deeper than 1ft on the
beach is illegal.
SAND DOLLARS AND STAR FISH are living
creatures. Please do not remove them from
their home.
FIRES OR FIREWORKS are not allowed at
any time.
ALCOHOL AND SMOKING are not allowed
on the beach.
DOGS must be leashed at all times and are
not allowed on the beach from 10 am to 6
pm from May 1 to September 30.

Sanitation Pickup Schedule:
Monday and Thursday:
Household green roll carts (garbage), placed for collection before 7:00am.
Tuesday and Wednesday:
Yard debris and manmade items, e.g.: furniture, beach chairs, toys, etc.
Friday:
Metal, small appliances/white goods, etc…
For special collection please email: trash@follybeach.gov

Recycling Pickup Schedule
Recycling & Weekly recycling pickup is provided by Charleston County every Monday from Memorial
Day to Labor Day. Recycling pickup for the rest of the year is every other week on Monday. For
recycling concerns please call 843.720.7111 or the Charleston County Website: https://
www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/environmental-management/recnewsletter.php

Help us get ready for the Fourth of July Edition of The Sandspur
We are publishing your original artwork, photography, poems, short stories and more! Limit 200 words /
Deadline: June 20th
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Please send your work to: editorsandspur@gmail.com
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Be One with Folly

