Sea Turtle Season 2022

Civic Club

Nothing on the beach elicits oohs and aahs, smiles, and
snapping cameras more readily than a sea turtle hatchling.
After all, who doesn’t love baby sea turtles? Yet ironically, by
allowing arti icial lights to shine on our beach and misdirect
hatchings away from the ocean, humans are the #1 cause of
preventable hatchling death.
For 40 million years before the irst humans, Mother Nature
was programming sea turtle hatchlings to scamper toward
the brightest direction, which was the open view of the
night sky over, and re lected by, the ocean. These behaviors
became hard wired and sea turtle populations thrived. . .
. . . until modern humans and arti icial lighting arrived.
Today all seven species of sea turtles are endangered or
threatened. It is estimated that only 1 in 1,000 sea turtle
eggs will result in a sexually mature adult. There are many
hazards.
Without a doubt the greatest hazard to sea turtle
hatchlings on Folly Beach is arti icial lighting. We know
this because too often when our turtle volunteers discover a
recently hatched nest, they see hatchling tracks headed
landward into the dunes, attracted by arti icial lighting,
rather than headed to the ocean. Upon investigation some
dead hatchlings are discovered. Although the fate of most of
the hatchlings is never known, their fate was assuredly
gruesome - death by ghost crab, ire ants, birds, dehydration,
or automobile.
What Can We Do To Help Our Turtles? In the Lowcountry
sea turtle season begins May 1 as the water reaches the
turtle friendly temperature of 68F. City of Folly Beach
ordinance 151.48 states that:
• It is the policy of the city that no arti icial light
illuminate any area of the beaches of the city.

It wasn’t a frog strangler by
any means, but the Saturday
overnight scattered showers,
occasional thunder and
lightning, and 25 mph gusts
were more than enough
justi ication for cancelling the
overnight camping phase of
FamCamp
2022.
Nevertheless, a good time
was had by the Folly families,
friends, and neighbors who
a t te n d e d t h e a f te r n o o n
FamCamp activities which
included live music by Sugar
Lava, a beach scavenger hunt, a sandcastle building contest,
a yummy meal from the Dunes House concession, and lots of
cool freebies including a FamCamp beanie and pin, dog tags,
sunglasses, hackysack, and a pirate scarf and bag of loot.
What a wonderful community event! A big THANK YOU to
FAB for their generous contribution and to the City for their
great support and lexibility as plans changed. Most of all,
Thank You Amy Ray for being the inspiration and energy
behind FamCamp. We can’t wait for FamCamp 2023.
Please join us at our monthly Civic Club meeting on Tuesday,
April 19th, 7pm at the Community Center. Our guest
speakers will be Kelly Throvalson and Linda Rowe from the
SC Aquarium Conservation Program.
Snacks will be
provided by the Washout Beach Eats & Drink. Finally, I want
to thank the candidates for their participation in the Civic
Club Candidates Forum.
Very special thanks and
appreciation go out to Deanna Dockery for once again
magni icently hosting the Candidates Forum.
Dr. Katherine M. Houghton
khoughton2259@gmail.com

• Lights shall be shielded or screened such that they are
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This graphic photo of run-over hatchlings demonstrates
the consequences of inappropriate beachfront lighting

not visible from the beach and will be turned off after 10
PM until dawn during the period of May 1 to October 31
of each year.
The best way to support our sea turtles is to ensure that all
beachfront homes comply with local ordinances that require
lights out from dawn to dusk during turtle season (MayOctober).
Sea turtles are doing their best to survive and are delighting
us when we cross paths. The least we can do is make sure
our blinds are closed when we watch TV and use red ilters
on our lashlights when we walk on the beach at night.
Dave Miller, Folly Beach Turtle Watch, FBTW
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- We are pleased to announce that the City of Folly Beach
has recently improved its Community Rating System (CRS)
rating from a class 4 to a class 3! The improvement of the
City’s CRS rating is a direct re lection on the quality of
Floodplain management provided by your City’s building
and permitting team. This improved rate class translates to
a tremendous savings (35% discount for every policy) in
lood insurance premiums within the entire jurisdiction.
- We are pleased to announce that the City of Folly Beach
has recently improved its BCEGS rating to a class 3! The
Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS)
assesses building codes effectiveness in a community as
well as how the codes are implemented and enforced. The
lower the rating the better. The BCEGS report speci ically
focuses on code requirements designed to mitigate losses
from natural hazards and disasters. Evidence from many
natural disasters has shown that the implementation and
enforcement of effective building codes, results in safer
buildings, less property damage, and more resilient
communities that can recover faster when natural disasters
occur. For more information, please use the following link
for access to the full report - https://
www.isomitigation.com/siteassets/downloads/isobcegs-state-report_web.pdf. We are excited to have
achieved this lower rating and will continue in our efforts to
consistently promote and enforce safer building codes
within our jurisdiction.
- We are pleased to report that we have received approval
for a requested budget modi ication to the City’s generator
replacement grant/HMGP project.
With the approved
modi ications we will be receiving an additional $65,474.96
in grant money from FEMA. We would like to recognize
that this was an extensive, combined effort, between
Facilities, Utilities, Finance, and Accounts Payable. This
grant project has been long and dif icult and we are proud
of this accomplishment.
NCAA March Madness Math
When the irst round of the NCAA Mens basketball
tournament started on March 17, the bracket contained a
total of 64 teams. How many games must be played until
the tournament champion is determined? Answer on p 4.
Virginia Elizabeth Robinson-Bonnette (VERB), turned 100
on January 28th, 2022. She is Charleston born and raised
and a true embodiment of the greatest generation. Virginia
was a pipe riveter in the early '40s to support the war
efforts - which explains the way the Folly Boat was painted
in her honor. The family wanted to express their thanks to
the Folly Community as follows:
SPECIAL THANKS to our Folly friends, Mayor Goodwin; the
Police, Fire & Public Safety Department; City Hall and the
entire Folly community for celebrating Momma Verb’s 100th
birthday in such a grand and special way! We love you and
thank you All from the bottom of our hearts!
Daryl Bonnette and Family
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From The Department of Building & Facilities

Fellow Citizens - I was always told that April Showers bring
May Flowers; I don’t know how true that is, but I do know
April Fools Day always brings more traf ic and a true test of
our ability to cope with the Summertime crowds. So, let’s all
remember the Folly slogan - slow down, it’s Folly.
I hope everyone remembered to vote! Depending on when
you receive your Sandspur, the election is either over or is
headed to a runoff election. Either way the Council of 2022
will be spending a lot of “quality” time together working on
the 2022-2023 budget, and one of our favorite new topics:
Short Term Rentals (STRs). I would encourage everyone to
reach out to your Council members to let your voice be
heard on this topic of STRs. This is not one of those easy
topics because there will be some very dif icult decisions to
be made. Make no bones about it, not everyone will be
happy with whatever the outcome will be! But let’s all pull
together to do what is BEST FOR FOLLY, our home not just
another investment business. I know this is going to be one
of those “you can’t make everyone happy” times, but if we all
stick together for the best outcome no matter where that
takes us; we will all be better off in the long run.
On a different subject, I continue to look for some activities
that our residents would like to see happen this summer. So
put on your thinking cap and let’s come up with some good
ideas to participate in and enjoy our community.
And speaking of enjoying our community, I want to send a
very BIG THANK YOU to everyone who worked with
Councilpersons Amy Ray and Katherine Houghton for all the
fun that our families enjoyed at this year’s FamCamp. Even
though the weather brought about some cancellation of
events, what they were able to pull off was enjoyed by
everyone.
As always if you have any questions I can be reached at
tgoodwin@cityoffollybeach.com or 843 729 0298.

The Exchange Club of Folly Beach

Folly Beach Community Easter Events

Our Membership drive on Thursday March 3rd at Lowlife was
a huge success with over 10 new members joining. The annual
Garage Sale is coming Saturday April 30th, so clean out your
attic, garage or storage. To donate items, contact Billy Grooms
at bgrooms6@gmail.com. The money raised goes to local
kid’s school scholarship funding. Speaking of scholarships, we
are offering college scholarships to full time residents and
grandchildren of club members, regardless of where the
grandchildren live. Applicants should be in high school or
college with good academic standing. Deadline for application
is June 30, 2022. Contact Mae Holmes at 843-588-9238 or
maeholmes2@comcast.net to apply.

Saturday 4/16: 11 am Easter Promenade – meet at the
Community Center – don your inest Easter bonnet/hat
(however, no baseball caps allowed)
Sunday 4/17: 7:00 am Community Easter Sunrise
Service at Folly Beach Pier

Folly Community Garden
Health Bene its of Gardening: Getting your hands in the soil
is good for mood and mental health. Therapeutic gardens date
back to a twelfth century monastery hospice garden in
France. As American psychiatry emerged in the 19th century,
gardening was associated with improved mental health. After
World War II planting was used to help veterans heal
physically and mentally. In the twentieth century, horticulture
therapies were increasingly studied at the university level.
And a Harvard Medical School report in 2012, suggests
gardening improves the immune system. Pagan Kennedy of
the Atlantic Monthly reported that an oncologist in London
studying the effects of bacteria on lung cancer discovered “M.
vaccae, a living creature that resides in your backyard compost
pile, acts like a mind-altering drug once it enters the human
body, functioning like antidepressant pills to boost your mood.”
Geosmin, or the lavor of life, is that dirt smell when eating
fresh carrots. Though the bacteria didn’t in luence O’Brien’s
lung cancer outcomes, it did improve quality of life and
mental health for patients. Later a neuroscientist continued
the studies as related to stress and veri ied the bacteria works
as an antidepressant.
Come by and visit the Folly Community Garden behind the
Exchange Club to improve your mood and if interested in
planting a bed contact follycommunitygarden@gmail.com to
rent an available spot. Space is limited. $50 for the summer
season, renewable for $100 a year in October.
Melissa Clark Butts
melissaclarkbutts@gmail.com
Toby’s Folly Island wide Spring Clean is
happening on April 3rd from 1-3pm
organized by the Fab Litter Committee.
There will be 10 stations throughout the
island. A wristband will be given once
participants have completed the sweep to
present at participating restaurants issuing
discounts. The South Carolina Aquarium
and Surfrider will be available to help with
Data Collection at the stations. The following are the sites:
EAST SIDE: 110 E. Arctic, 4 E. Arctic, Folly River Park, 8th E.
Arctic, Washout Surf Spot,
WEST SIDE: 110 W. Arctic, FB Community Center, 5 W.
Ashley, 9 W. Ashley to County Park, Sunset Cay/Red Sunset

Folly Beach United Methodist Church
Open doors, open minds, open hearts - If you are
vacationing…visiting friends…or in the mood for hearing
God’s word, some great music and fellowship, come on!
All are welcome to come as you are! (Nursery is
provided for the little ones). Regular worship times:
Sunday school @ 9am / Worship service @ 10 am
April Calendar of events
Sunday 4/3: 9 am Sunday school/10 am worship
service (OPEN Communion table)
Sunday 4/10: 9 am Sunday school/10 am Palm Sunday
worship service
Thursday 4/14: 7 pm Maundy Thursday service
Sunday 4/17: 9 am Sunday school/10 am EASTER
service
Sunday 4/24: 9 am Sunday School/10 am worship
service

Folly Beach Baptist Church
Good Friday Service will be held April 15th at 5:30 pm.
Easter Sunday Service will be held at the Church at 11
am.
New Girlfriend's Bible Study will begin April 19th or
21st on Tuesdays at 9:30 am or 6:00 pm or Thursdays
at 9:30 am. The study is: Matchless by Angie Smith. All
women are welcome!
Church Prayer Line: 843-588-2309.

Folly Recreation 1864
The troops on Folly Island tried to ind ways to avoid
boredom and relief from the many fatigue duties they
had to perform. Catching and eating oysters (dipped in
vinegar and pepper) with knives made from old barrel
staves was popular - as was ishing if rods could be
found. The 100th and 112th NY and 13th Indiana
regiments built a chapel and held devotional services in
the morning, bible classes in the afternoon, and prayer
services in the evening. Gathering sea shells was also
popular. A Masonic lodge was also started. Some
regiments had a school and a debating society.
On a sadder note, an of icer of the 1st Maryland Cavalry
shot an of icer from the 100th NY in the face after a
drunken card game. There is no mention of
punishment for the shooter yet the shot of icer
resigned his commission. A private from the 55th
Massachusetts was executed by a iring squad of his
own regiment after striking an of icer.
Charlie Morris
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Folly Beach Branch Library

April's Yard of the Month recipients are Buddy and Sheila
Hudson at 215 West Indian. His family owns property on
Folly and they purchased their lot a few years before
building and relocating during 2020 to be closer to family
and friends.
The focal point is the entrance enhanced with nautical
cutouts on the landing above an abundant bed with a
dolphin fountain. Spiral foliage topiaries stand on each
side. Lily turf liriopes, sunshine ligustrums, and European
palms encase the fountain.
Red bon ire azaleas and
driftwood roses pop color with yellow daylilies.
All is
bordered with carex feather fall.
Boston ferns, purple hydrangeas and red begonias waft on
the porch above while a large bunny greets all visitors.
Sheila's pride is on the right side of their home, a rose of
Shannon, potted for over ten years, hosts purple pink
lowers in the Folly soil.
A gravel drive bisects the lush zoysia grass. Buddy's efforts
are hidden in the backyard where he encased a bed with
stones and avocados and oranges grow freely.
Sheila, who works in her garden each day, appreciates the
plants she can keep year after year and enjoys seeing God's
nature in her plants.
They appreciate the Mayberry
friendliness of Folly. Congratulations to the Hudsons. May
their sojourn in Folly be long.
Our thanks go to Laura Pace, landscape designer, for
speaking during our March meeting. The Garden Club will
meet April 27th, at 1:30. in the Community Center. All
interested parties are welcome to attend. Happy Easter,

Monday
9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday
9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday
1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The library will be open on Saturdays, April 9th, 12th
and 23rd from 9 to 2. We will start our weekly Family
Storytimes on Monday, April 4th at 10:30 AM. On
Tuesday, April 26th at 2:30 PM the Folly Beach Book
Club will discuss Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia
Owens. Come by the branch and pick up a copy if you
would like to join us! If you have any questions, please
give us a call at 843–588–2011..
Mary Bushkar, Branch Manager
Folly Beach Library

Civic Club Photo of the Month
Photo of the Month is
“Folly On Fire”
Photography by Jason Donovan
For viewing, please see the Folly Current
For submission please send high resolution, preferably
landscape oriented, Folly photos to
kathymiller74@gmail.com

Lynn Ray Smalley (843) 588-0093
9touchstone9@gmail.com

Senior Citizens
The Folly Beach Seniors are still avoiding meeting due to age
and persistence of COVID. We hope to meet soon and be
with our friends. We miss our meetings and the fellowship
we share.
We thank the post of ice employees for getting our mail in
our box. We have truly enjoyed our cards and mail during
these con ined times.
We thank the UPS man for his
friendliness and smile when delivering those packages.
Let us remember to greet those we see with a smile. We will
receive more happiness than the one who receives the smile.
We wish all a happy and blessed Easter.
Pauline Ray
843-588-9580
NCAA March Madness Math (from p. 2)
The most common way the answer is determined is to add
32+16+8+4+2+1=63. Although this is correct a quicker way
to get the answer is to reason that 63 of the 64 teams must
lose and there is one loser per game - no addition required.
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Yard of the Month

The average annual number of Folly sea turtle nests is
about 75. This graph shows the number of Folly nests
the last 3 years. 2019 had an all time high of 145 nests.

