Folly Beach Election Coming April 5
Satellite Voting Unit Coming To Folly

Civic Club

In Person Absentee Voting for eligible Folly Beach voters
will be easier than ever this election. Rather than having
to drive to the Charleston County of ice, residents will
have two opportunities to vote In Person Absentee right
here on Folly Beach. The mobile Satellite Voting Unit will
be on Folly on March 25 and March 31 from 9:00am–
2:00pm adjacent to the Folly Beach Community Center.
Although dubbed the Satellite Voting Unit, it’s actually
just a mobile trailer and has nothing to do with orbiting
satellites. The Satellite Voting Unit, which was irst used
in March 2021, is the realization of an innovative idea of
Charleston County election of icials to make access to
voting easier.
It contains 6 voting machines and
simpli ies voting.
No appointment is necessary to vote. To be eligible you
must be a registered voter and present a photo ID. You
must also meet at least one of the criteria for absentee
voting (see list on page 6). If you don’t have a photo ID,
one can be made for you on site if you provide the last 4
digits of your SSN and your date of birth.
Registered voters eligible to vote by absentee ballot but
who are not able to vote at the Satellite Voting Unit can
vote In Person Absentee at the Charleston County of ice,
4367 Headquarters Rd. In Person Absentee voting
opens in the Charleston County of ice on March 7 and
continues until 5pm on April 4.
For information about Mail In Absentee Voting call (843)
744-VOTE (8683) or send an email to
absentee@charlestoncounty.org.

We have resumed our monthly meetings and I hope you
were able to attend our February meeting which offered
both inspiring entertainment and mouth-watering
refreshments.
Thanks to the Charleston Symphony
Orchestra musicians who enthralled us with several
delightful pieces, and to the Crab Shack who provided the
best jumbo shrimp and savory dip one can ind. Thank you!
Although our monthly meetings underwent a COVIDinduced hibernation from March 2020 until January 2022,
the Civic Club remained quite active. Since COVID arrived
the Civic Club has sponsored two Halloween Carnivals, two
FamCamps, eight Blood Drives, and one Candidates Forum,
while also conducting the Photo of the Month contest,
publishing the monthly Sandspur, and creating two highly
acclaimed and best selling Folly Beach calendars for 2021
and 2022.
The state of our club is healthy. However, we could use a
booster shot of energy and an infusion of new members. If
you are interested in participating in any of the above listed
activities, please contact me. We are especially in need of
input for the Sandspur which we regard as your community
newsletter. If you have any suggestions on stories for future
editions, or if you want to submit an occasional piece, please
contact me.
On March 15, the Civic Club will host our traditional Meet
the Candidates forum where Folly voters can submit
questions to the candidates (see details on page 6). The 3rd
Annual FamCamp 2022 will occur on March 19. It will be an
active and fun illed-month. See important update on page 8.
Dr. Katherine M. Houghton
khoughton2259@gmail.com
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progress we have made cleaning up the city’s waterways.
Like last year, a number of our beach patrol staff have been
trained and authorized to assist our police of icers with
beach enforcement. They wrote hundreds of tickets for
beach violations last year and will continue our overall task
of maintaining proper behavior on the beachfront as well as
the city at large.
Lastly, like always, I will ask again that if you see something
suspicious or illegal, please give us a call any time 24/7. We
are a small staff and cannot be everywhere at once, so we
rely on our visitors and especially our citizens as partners.
Stay Safe and Healthy.
Chief Andrew Gilreath
agilreath@follybeach.gov
843-588-7003

Fellow Citizens, Hard to believe that Spring is here! It must
be with the emergence of unwanted weeds and the in lux of
bikers, beachgoers, sur boards, and tourists. I don’t know
about you but, I’m ready for a little warm weather and some
outdoor activities. It is this time of year that I also have the
terrible duty to remind you that now is the time to begin to
make your preparations for Hurricane Season. It will be
here in 92 days, but who is counting, especially for a season
only Jim Cantore enjoys! Seriously, it is time to begin
planning your escape timing and routes, gathering the
appropriate number of needed medicines and supplies that
could carry you through an evacuation and return trip home
if the need arises. I hope these messages are in vain, but we
have been very fortunate in the past few years, who knows
how long our fortune will last?
On another note, it is an election year! No one enjoys politics
and elections more than the citizens of Folly. The Civic Club
will be conducting their usual Candidates Forum on March
15th at 7pm in the Community Center. It is a good time to
meet the Candidates and have your questions answered
while listening to their answers to other citizen’s questions.
Of course, there are other means to meet and speak with the
candidates, like meet and greets, at the Post Of ice, or
personal contact; but the traditional Candidates Forum is
very informative and a chance to meet some of the Citizens
of Folly also. Thanks to the Civic Club for this opportunity
and I look forward to seeing everyone there.
The City will be looking for some input for recreational
opportunities for all citizens of all ages for future
consideration. We have tennis, pickleball, basketball, sur ing
and swimming; but is there some other unique opportunity
out there that has been missed by us? I am asking your input
in this matter, so if you have any ideas, please forward them
to me.
As always, if you have any questions you can reach me at
tgoodwin@cityo ollybeach.com or 843 729 0298.

Are Your Parking Decals Expired?
Last year’s decals were honored through February 15,
2022 so if you don’t have your 2022 decals, you are
overdue. For detailed instructions on how to obtain your
decals visit:
parkfollybeach.com/residential-parking-program
Below is abbreviated information on how to obtain your
residential decal.
1. You can ill out your application online, email it to us,
and have your permits mailed to you.
2. Of ice hours are Monday thru Friday
9:00am-5:00PM, and closed for lunch from
12:00PM-12:30PM.
3. To make an appointment or ask questions please call
the of ice: (843)810-9516.
Full-time residents are allowed to register two vehicles and
part-time residents who do not rent their home are
allowed to register one vehicle, like always, golf carts still
count as one of the two allowed vehicles.

Are we ready for the tourist season to start again already? I
will say that I am excited for the weather to start warming
back up… although, the pollen is soon to follow. Here at the
Department of Public Safety, we are ready and prepared.
We have spent the last few months catching up on training
so that we are ready to focus on the challenges lying ahead.
Our new ire trucks are getting the inal touches to be put
into active service, which is something we are really excited
for.
We are fully staffed, and will be adding a 4th ire ighter
each day for the season and a second dispatcher on the
weekends in order to handle the increased call volume as
we did last year. The new public safety marine launch site
project is moving along and we hope to award the contract
in early March. This will be a big help in quick and ef icient
responses to marine emergencies and maintaining the

Election Issue Brainteaser
Grover Cleveland was elected the 22nd president of the
United States. He was succeeded by Benjamin Harrison.
Cleveland was then elected the 24th president,
succeeding Harrison. Therefore, Cleveland, on his
second election, succeeded his own successor. Who was
the only other United States president to succeed his
own successor? Answer on page 8.
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Folly Beach Municipal Election - April 5, 2022
Three council seats and the mayoral seat will be illed by
Folly Beach voters in the 2022 municipal election
Tuesday, April 5, 2022. Candidates for these of ices are
pro iled on pages 3, 4, and 5. Here are some things to
know about the election.

• Voting will take place from 7am-7pm at the Baptist
•

• There are four candidates vying for the three

council seats. Incumbent Council members William
Farley and D.J. Rich are on the ballot as is former
Council member Eddie Ellis. Keith Bolus is the fourth
candidate running for a Council seat. Incumbent
Councilmember Amy Ray is not running for reelection.
• Incumbent Mayor Tim Goodwin is running
unopposed for Mayor.
• You can vote for one, two, or three council candidates.
If you vote for fewer than three, the machine will
prompt you to vote for more candidates, but you do
not have to.
• There is an opportunity to write in a candidate for
each position. To do so, select the write-in slot for the
position. An electronic keyboard will appear on the
screen, and you can type in the name of the person you
want to vote for.

•
•

•
•

Fellowship Hall, 61 West Indian.
There is still time to register to vote in the Folly
election, but you need to do it soon. The last day to
register to vote by mail is March 5, 2022. The last day
to register to vote in person is March 4, 2022.
Marlene Estridge, the City Clerk, has forms and can
assist you, 843-513-1830.
You can vote absentee in person at the satellite
voting unit on Folly Beach from 9am-2pm March 25
and March 31. See article on page 1.
You can vote absentee in person at the Charleston
County of ice, 4367 Headquarters Rd.
In person
absentee voting opens in the Charleston County of ice
on March 7 and continues until 5pm on April 4.
You can vote absentee by mail in this election. Call
the county board of elections at 843-744-VOTE (8683)
to get an absentee ballot application.
There will be a hearing to certify the election results
on Thursday April 7, 2022 at 11 am in Council
Chambers located at 21 Center St. Runoff election, if
necessary, will be held Tuesday April 19, 2022.

Get to know the candidates before you vote April 5th
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Meet the Candidates Forum
The Folly Beach Civic Club will be conducting its traditional Candidates
Forum. All of the candidates have accepted the invitation. So you will have
the opportunity to see all candidates in action and to ask them questions. Be
sure to mark your calendars.
Meet the Candidates Forum hosted by Deana Dockery
• WHAT:
March 15th at 7pm
• WHEN:
The Community Center (library)
• WHERE:
• QUESTIONS: A question box has been placed at City Hall. Stop by and
submit your questions.
Or you can email your questions to
FollyBeachCivicClub@gmail.com. Additionally, questions will be
accepted the night of the forum.

When Is a Runoff Election Required?

The South Carolina code of laws, SECTION 5-15-62, describes the procedure for determining election results and the
procedure for runoff elections. This is how Section 5-15-62 could apply to the Folly Beach election.

• If there are more candidates than there are positions to

Folly Beach has four candidates vying for three open Council
seats so it is necessary to determine the majority when
counting the votes.

• To determine the majority add all of votes cast for all

As an example, let’s assume the votes were as follows:
Candidate A - 1,200 votes; Candidates B - 1,000 votes;
Candidate C - 400 votes; Candidate D - 400 votes. Total votes
cast is 3,000. Majority is 500. (3000 divided by three divided
by two).

• Any Candidate who achieves the majority is declared

Candidates A and B achieved the majority of 500 votes and are
declared elected. Candidate C and D did not achieve the
majority and are not elected.

be illed, it is necessary to determine the majority.

candidates and divide that by the number of positions
to be illed. Then divide the resultant number by two to
determine the majority.

elected.

• If no candidate achieves the majority, or if not enough
candidates received the majority to ill all open
positions, a runoff election is held two weeks after the
initial election.

Candidate C and D will compete in a runoff election for the third
open seat.

Absentee Voting Criteria

•
•

To vote absentee, you must be a registered voter
and meet one of the following criteria:
Students, their spouses and dependents residing
with them
Members of the Armed Forces, Merchant Marines,
Red Cross, USO, government employees, their
spouses and dependents residing with them
Overseas citizens
For reasons of employment will not be able to vote
on election day
Physically disabled persons
Persons on vacation

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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Age 65 or older
Persons admitted to the hospital as emergency
patients on day of election or at least four days
prior to the election
Electors with a death or funeral in the family
within 3 days before the election
Persons con ined to a jail or pre-trial facility
pending disposition of arrest or trial
Persons attending sick or physically disabled
persons
Persons serving as jurors in a state or federal
court on election day
Certi ied poll watchers and poll managers

Folly Association of Business (FAB)

Folly Beach United Methodist Church

The Folly Association of Business was proud to bring back
the annual Sea & Sand Festival, Folly’s longest-running
annual event, on February 26th & 27th. We hope everyone
had a great time! In addition to Sea & Sand, FAB sponsored
the Exchange Club Golf Tournament in February. In March,
FAB is proud to be a sponsor of Folly FamCamp 2022,
orchestrated by the Civic Club.
FAB continues to work hard to "Keep Folly Clean" which is
chaired by Vanessa Oltmann and the FAB Litter
Committee. Going forward FAB will introduce Mermaids
and Mateys, a new event to be held in September. Planning
is underway for Folly’s 50th Anniversary Celebration, which
will be held in September of 2023.
FAB is always looking for new members to ensure that
there is representation of all businesses on Folly Beach. FAB
strives to make our community the best it can be for
residents, businesses, and visitors. If you would like
information about joining FAB, please email
secretary4fab@gmail.com.

Get ready for the season of Lent. So splurge on Fat
Tuesday. On Wednesday, March 2, join us for Ash
Wednesday, as the season of Lent begins. This is a very
special time as we approach Easter on April 17. During
Lent, one has the opportunity to develop a closer
relationship with God.
On February 19, the participants with Palmetto
International Missions returned after spending a week
building cement homes in Honduras. Helping others is a
key to your own happiness.
Check our Facebook page for details on the Bible study
beginning in March, The Rock, the Road & the Rabbi by
Kathie Lee Gifford.

Folly Beach Baptist Church

Yard of the Month
610 East Cooper, March's Yard of the Month, was built by
Denise and Jim Johnson in 2018. Jim's vintage surfer
commercial shot on Folly was their introduction to Folly and
as he stated, "you don't pick Folly, Folly picks you."
Their landscaping is tropical, low maintenance and
designed to not disrupt anything that existed.
Both
perimeters of their yard are bordered with yewes while the
beds are encased by railroad ties.
A lovely oak drapes over the left front bed with breeze
grasses, variegated dwarf tractor seat plants and fatsia
below. A large sago palm stands in this corner preceeding
fan palms, tractor seat plants and sunshine ligustrums.
Lilac and periwinkle hydrangeas pop color with papyrus
and holly ferns providing contrast.
A towering palmetto stands above a bounty of lantana,
sunshine ligustrums and tightly wound coral drift roses in
the right bed. A unique purple rose tree is found followed
by papyrus and cast iron plants. Denise's daughter always
said "if you can't ind mom, she is in the garden." That is
exactly where she was found as I was biking by her home.
Jim may be found each morning watching the sunrise on
Folly Beach. Kudos to the Johnsons for blending their
garden into Folly's unique environment.
Thanks to Jennifer Stringer of Living Colors for speaking to
our Garden Club in February. The Garden Club will meet
March 23rd in the Community Center.
Happy Saint
Patrick's Day.
Lynn Ray Smalley (843) 588-0093
9touchstone9@gmail.com

On Mondays at 9:00 am, Members of Folly Beach Baptist
Church and surrounding churches are participating in a
Prayer Walk on the Island of Folly Beach. Those who wish
to walk and pray should meet in the Church parking lot.
Also, on Mondays at noon, Folly Beach Baptist Church
offers a "Soup and Soul" Ministry. Please stop in and have
a bowl of soup!
On Thursday nights at 6:00 pm, a Recovery in Christ
meeting is held at Folly Beach Baptist Church.
For information on our Bible studies offered for all ages,
call the Church Of ice at 843-588-9414. The Church
Prayer Line is: 843-588-2309.

The Exchange Club of Folly Beach
Our annual Golf Tournament was a huge success, thanks
to DJ Rich for organizing, to our local businesses, and to
the Folly Angels for volunteering. Thousands of dollars
were raised to support our community, to prevent child
abuse, to help our seniors, and to recognize our Public
Safety and Public Works. Our Membership drive is
planned for Thursday March 3rd at 7pm at Lowlife with
free beer and BBQ. The annual Garage Sale is planned
for Saturday April 30th, so clean out your attic, garage or
storage. To donate items, contact Billy Grooms at
bgrooms6@gmail.com for a door-to-door pickup. The
money raised goes to local kid’s school scholarship
funding. Thanks to everyone for your support and hope
to see you at our Membership Drive!

Folly Beach Branch Library
Monday
9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday
9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday
1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
2nd and 4th Saturdays 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The library will be open on Saturdays, March 12th and
26th from 9 to 2. On March 15th at 2:30 PM we will host
author Deana C. Bouknight. She will discuss her book
Light Fracture. If you have any questions give us a call at
843–588–2001.
Mary Bushkar, Branch Manager
Folly Beach Library
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Senior Citizens

County Parks and Recreation Events on Folly
843-795-4386 or www.charlestoncountyparks.com
to register or for info
Thursday, March 17, 2022 Sunset Moonrise Beachwalk.
Join a naturalist for a leisurely walk on the beach to admire
the Southwest end of Folly Island during the twilight hours.
We will watch the sunset and the full moon rise while we
look for animals that call the Edge of America home this
time of year. Time 6 PM to 7:30 PM. Location: Folly Beach
County Park. Register online. Ages 12 and up. A registered
and paid chaperone is required for participants age 15 and
under. Cost $9.
Saturday, March 26, 2022. Earth Explorers: Changing
Coast. Unearth the story of why and how the barrier
islands of the Lowcountry are always on the move.
Together we will analyze the importance of barrier islands,
impacts of their movement, and create possible solutions
for humans to live in balance with these changing coast
lines. Time 11 AM to 11:30 AM. Location Folly Beach
County Park. Register online. Ages 7 to 12. One chaperone
per registered child.
Chaperones are not required to
accompany child during program but must stay in the park
for the duration of the program. Cost $10.
Folly Beach Pier: The gift shop and observation deck of the
Folly Beach Pier are open to the public while replacement
construction continues.
The new Folly Beach Pier is
expected to open in the spring of 2023.
Folly Pier Gift
shop and observation deck are open daily, 8 AM to 5 PM.

Civic Club Photo of the Month
Photo of the Month is
“Swoop, There It Is!”
Photography by Dave Miller
For viewing, please see the Folly Current
For submission please send high resolution,
preferably landscape oriented, Folly photos to
kathymiller74@gmail.com

The Folly Seniors are remaining safe due to the virus.
We will be glad when we can once again enjoy
fellowship and good food with our friends.
I have
enjoyed visiting on my front porch with family and
friends during this time.
Folly is the place to live if you are a Senior. We are well
taken care of here. Our thanks go to Earl Wright and the
Sanitation Department. They go above and beyond
helping Seniors and shut ins. Thanks to the Folly Beach
Baptist Church soup kitchen workers and all who
provide food. They provide for those present and make
certain shut ins receive food as well. In closing. we want
to thank all Folly Beach City employees and residents.
We wish all a green and happy Saint Patrick's Day!
Pauline Ray
843-588-9580

Folly Gets A Population Increase
By the spring of 1863 Folly (which had never before
supported a population of over 500 people) became the
new home to over 10,000 men and would rise higher as
troops came and then moved over to Morris Island.
Of course, the troops could be supplied with food, clothes,
ammunition etc. from nearby bases on Cole’s Island just
across the Stono River as well as from Hilton Head and
Port Royal. Water was a more immediate concern. The 1st
Connecticut Artillery found in digging a well 20 ft wide
that -after going down through a layer of the white sand
for about 8 ft and then staying above a hard layer full of
vegetable matter- the water was useable and not salty.
The “well” was barrels inserted in the sand with the end
cut out allowing water to seep in through the sides.
Needless to say, the water quality was low and led to
disease and sickness. More soldiers died from disease in
the Civil War than by conventional weapons.
The water issue was not going away.

Charlie Morris

Election Issue Brainteaser (from p.2)
Answer:
Benjamin Harrison. He succeeded
Cleveland, who was his successor.

ATTENTION FamCamp Families!!!
🏕 Required FamCamp Meeting ⛺
All participants are required to have at least one Folly
Beach resident adult attend this meeting on Saturday,
March 12 at 9am in the community center. If you do not
attend, other families will move up on the waitlist to
assume the no show spot.
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