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City Council Meeting
Wednesday March 10th, 2021
WORK SESSION 6:30P.M.
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 P.M.
Folly Beach Community Center
55 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Work Session Agenda 6:30PM
a. Discussion on Emergency Ordinance

b. Discussion on Shipping Container Changes

Regular Meeting Agenda 7:00PM

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
2. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. MAYOR’S COMMENTS
4. STAFF REPORTS
a. Eric Lutz, Director of Public Works: Temporary Labor Budget Line Item

b. Aaron Pope, City Administrator, and Lee Gessner, Finance Director: FY 2022
Budget Schedule
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c. Katherine Faith, Zoning Director: Bert’s Market Update

d. Colleen Jolley, Community Coordinator: Recreation Update

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

6. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9TH
7. PERSONAL APPEARANCES (Limited to Five Minutes)

a. Marshall DePass, Eastern Surfing Association (ESA) SSC; Requesting Permission
for the 2021 ESA Surfing Competition Schedule for Folly Beach.

b. Michael Ross, Southeast Finishes LLC; Requesting Weekend Work Permission at
1723 E. Ashley Ave for Saturday March 13th, Saturday March 20th, and Saturday
March 27th from 8:00am-5:00pm.

c. Ryan Stuart Burns, Mixed Bag Productions Inc; Requesting Permission to film on
the Beach by the Lighthouse Preserve on Tuesday April 20th from 2:00AM to
8:00PM.
d. Angie Carson, Folly Art Village and Farmers Market; Requesting Special Event
Approval for Wednesday Nights from 5:00PM – 9:00PM (Spring and Summer)
4:00PM-8:00PM (Winter) and Sundays from 12:00PM-4:00PM at the Washout
Restaurant starting Wednesday March 10th – Wednesday December 22nd.

8. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS (submitted prior to the meeting via email)
9. COMMISSION, BOARD, COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Folly Beach Parking Committee Update

10. OLD BUSINESS

a. Ordinance 03-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 151 (Beach Preservation
and Construction Provisions) of the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances, Section
151.23(Construction Standards for Bulkheads, Seawalls, and Revetments) by
Amending the Standards for Seawalls and Bulkheads to Allow Berms as Erosion
Control Devices Within the Critical Line Setback. (SECOND READING)

b. Ordinance 05-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 165 (Dimensional
Standards) of the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances, Section 165.02(Measurements
and Exceptions) by Clarifying the Definition of High Ground and Lot Area to
Include Those Portions of a Lot Landward of the OCRM Baseline or Outside of an
OCRM Critical Area. (SECOND READING)
c. Ordinance 06-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 134 (Offenses Against
Public Welfare) of the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances by Creating Sections
134.100-134(Face Coverings) Requiring That Face Coverings or Masks be Worn
in Public in the City of Folly Beach for the Duration of the State of Emergency
Issued by the State of South Carolina. (SECOND READING)
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d. Ordinance 07-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 151 (Beach Preservation
and Construction Provisions) of the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances by Creating
Section 151.15 (No Smoking on the Beach and at Beach Accesses) to Reduce a
Primary Source of Litter on the Beachfront. (SECOND READING)

11. NEW BUSINESS

a. Emergency Ordinance 11-20 (Seventh Amendment): An Emergency
Ordinance Extending Provisions Related to Emergency Measures for City
Operations and Requiring that Face Coverings or Masks be Worn in Public in the
City of Folly Beach per Ordinance 06-21.

b. Ordinance 09-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 118 (Commercial Activity
on Public Property) Section 118.03 (Commercial Activity on the Public Beach) by
Clarifying the Deadline to Receive all Franchise Fee Payments. (FIRST
READING)
c. Ordinance 10-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 152 (Flood Damage
Prevention) of the Folly Beach Code of Ordinances by Increasing the Freeboard
from 2’ to 4’ and Regulating Shaded X and X Zones due to the Change of the
Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Overall Drop in Base Flood Elevations
Throughout the City of Folly Beach. (REMAND TO PLANNING COMMISSION)

d. Ordinance 11-21: An Ordinance Amending Chapters 161 (Definitions), 162
(Administration), 163 (Zoning Districts), 164 (Use Standards), 165 (Dimensional
Standards), and 166 (Development Standards) of the Folly Beach Code of
Ordinances by Changing the Reference Point of the Max Height Requirement
from the Base Flood Elevation to the Top of the First Living Floor Surface due to
the Change of the Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Overall Drop in Base Flood
Elevations Throughout the City of Folly Beach. (REMAND TO PLANNING
COMMISSION)

e. Ordinance 12-21 An Ordinance Amending the Zoning Map of the City of Folly
Beach to Show TMS 328-14-00-057 (Also Known as 204 E Ashley) to Downtown
Commercial from Residential Two Family. (REMAND TO PLANNING
COMMISSION)
f. Ordinance 13-21: An Ordinance Rezoning TMS 328-14-00-057 (Also Known as
204 E Ashley) to Downtown Commercial from Residential Two Family.
(REMAND TO PLANNING COMMISSION)
g. Resolution 09-21: A Resolution by the Folly Beach City Council Proclaiming
April to be National Donate Life Month in Support of Sharing Hope SC.

h. Resolution 10-21: A Resolution by the Folly Beach City Council Renewing the
Water Contract with Charleston Water Systems.

i. Resolution 11-21: A Resolution Awarding $1,000.00 to the Folly Beach Civic
Club for the 2nd Annual Folly FamCamp by Recommendation of Community
Promotions Committee.
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12. CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS
13. ADJOURNMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
ALL MEDIA WERE NOTIFIED PURSUANT TO STATE LAW
City Council will not vote on matters discussed during Work Sessions or Executive Sessions. However,
matters discussed may be voted on during the evening City Council meeting.
In keeping with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing assistance, alternative formats, ASL
interpretation, or other accommodation, please contact the Municipal Clerk at 843-513-1833 during
regular business hours at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. Hearing devices are available upon request
for those with hearing difficulties.
The City of Folly Beach, in an effort to go green, will no longer have the Ordinances and Resolutions included
in the Agenda. Citizens interested in having a copy, please see the Municipal Clerk.
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Work Session
Back Up
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City of Folly Beach
Date: March 10th, 2021
Topic: Emergency Order Amendment

21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Mayor and Council,

The Governor recently lifted the State emergency rules that established 11:00 pm curfew on
serving alcohol, made the mandatory large gathering restrictions voluntary, and removed language
allowing local governments to restrict beach access. Last month the City made a permanent mask
ordinance that is in effect as long as the State has an emergency ordinance in place. These all affect
our own local emergency ordinance.
The proposed seventh amendment of the emergency ordinance for Folly Beach reflects the
Governor’s changes as well as references our permanent mask ordinance. It is needed because it
preserves emergency powers for the Mayor and Council, emergency public meeting procedures,
emergency city hall operational procedures, deadline waivers, and the ability of the City to cancel
special events (items 1-7 of the text).
If Council prefers, we can eliminate the mask ordinance reference since it is now an officially
adopted rule. I kept in in for reference.
Thank you,

Aaron Pope
City Administrator
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City of Folly Beach
Date:
Re:

3/10/2021
Shipping Containers

Mayor and Council,

The following codes changes and interpretations on shipping containers are being brought
back to resume the Pre-Covid work on this topic. Below are the specific points made by
recommendation of the Shipping Container Committee. Portions of this will need to be
remanded to Planning Commission for a Public Hearing as it alters the Zoning Ordinance to
implement these changes.
1) Shipping containers are okay as structural components (with properly
documented engineering).

There is no change needed to our current codes. All new residential/commercial structures
must be signed and approved by a registered architect or engineer as meeting current
building code requirements for wind/seismic events/flood performance.

SECTION 150.002 Mandatory Building Codes.
(A) The latest edition of the mandatory building codes as adopted by the SC Building
Codes Council and shall be enforced at all times within the corporate limits of the City of
Folly Beach as follows:
(1) International Building Code with S.C. modifications and including Chapter 1;
(2) International Fire Code with S.C. modifications and including Chapter 1;
(3) International Plumbing Code with S.C. modifications and including Chapter 1;
(4) International Mechanical Code with S.C. modifications and including Chapter 1;
(5) International Fuel Gas Code with S.C. modifications and including Chapter 1;
(6) International Energy Conservation Code with SC Modifications;
(7) National Electrical Code;
(8) International Residential Code with S.C. modifications, including Chapter 1; and
(9) Any other modifications or updated Codes, which have received approval from the
South Carolina Building Codes Council.
(B) Also, mandatory and shall be enforced are the following:
(1) The latest edition of ICC/ANSI A117.1, Accessibility and Useable Buildings
Facilities, which is adopted by the Accessibility Act. All plan reviews and inspections
conducted by the Building Official shall be based on ICC/ANSI A117.1; however, there are
other accessibility documents which are law and must be considered.
(2) The Building Efficiency Standards Act.

2) Shipping containers should be regulated in a way that mitigates the “shipping
container” aspect, but that is not overly elaborate.
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SECTION 166.05-03 Single- and Two-Family Design Standards
(C) Design standards.
(1) Maximum square footage. The maximum square footage for a single- or two-family
dwelling shall be determined in accordance with the following formula:
Max. Square Footage = (Buildable lot area - 10,500) x 10%) + 3,600.
See Figure 166.05,
(2) Maximum dwelling size.
(a) The total heated floor area for a single-family dwelling shall not exceed 4,500
square feet regardless of lot size.
(b) The total heated floor area for a two-family dwelling (or two detached dwellings
on a single lot) shall not exceed 4,500 square feet regardless of lot size.
(3) Maximum height. The maximum height of a single- or two-family dwelling shall be
in accordance with Table 165.01, Dimensional Standards.
(4) Maximum lot coverage. Impervious surfaces on lots containing single- or twofamily dwellings shall be limited to a maximum of 35% of the lots high ground. For the
purposes of this section, decks, porches, patios, pools, paved areas, and areas covered by
gravel shall be considered as impervious.
(5) Facade design. Primary facades of single-family dwellings with widths of 40 feet or
more shall incorporate wall offsets in the form of projections or recesses in the facade
plane. Offsets shall have a minimum depth of two feet, so that no single wall plane exceeds
25 feet in width. Front porches may be used in lieu of, or in combination with, this
standard.
(6) Roof penetrations. All roof vents, pipes, antennas, satellite dishes, and other roof
penetrations and equipment (except chimneys), shall be located on the rear elevations or
otherwise configured to the degree practicable to have a minimal visual impact as seen
from the street.
(7) Shipping containers and the like: any shipping container, or other similar modular
component, used in the construction of a residential structure shall be finished in a manner
typical of residential structures including, at a minimum, painting and the removal of any
and all logos, brands, lettering, and advertisements from the exterior surface.

SECTION 166.05-04 Multi-Family Design Standards
(G) Building facades.
(1) Front facades shall incorporate wall offsets in the form of projections or recesses in
the facade plane a minimum of every 30 feet of facade frontage.
(2) Wall offsets shall have a minimum depth of two feet.
(H) Shipping containers and the like: any shipping container, or other similar modular
component, used in the construction of a residential structure shall be finished in a manner
typical of residential structures including, at a minimum, painting and the removal of any
and all logos, brands, lettering, and advertisements from the exterior surface.

SECTION 166.05-05 Commercial Design Standards
(C) Design standards.
(1) Off-street parking location.
(a) For lots within the DC District, no off-street surface parking shall be located
between a building wall containing the primary entrance and the primary street the
building fronts; however, parking may be permitted between a street and a secondary
entrance.
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(b) Off-street surface parking lots as a principal or accessory use shall not occupy
visually prominent locations on lots that terminate public vistas.
(2) Internal pedestrian walkways.
(a) At least one internal pedestrian walkway with a minimum width of five feet shall
be provided from the on-site pedestrian network to the public sidewalk system. In the case
of corner lots, a connection shall be made to the sidewalk of both streets.
(b) All internal pedestrian walkways shall be distinguished from driving surfaces
through the use of durable, low-maintenance surface materials such as pavers, bricks, or
scored/stamped concrete or asphalt to enhance pedestrian safety and comfort, as well as
the attractiveness of the walkways.
(3) Shipping containers and the like: any shipping container, or other similar modular
component, used in the construction of a residential structure shall be, at a minimum,
painted with no visible logos, brands, lettering, and advertisements on the exterior surface.

SECTION164.04-02 General Development and Operational Standards. (For Accessory
Structures)
(A) Compliance with ZDO requirements. All accessory uses, structures, and activities shall
be subject to the applicable general, dimensional, operational, and use-specific regulations
set forth in this ZDO, including the regulations that apply to the associated principal use
(including the development standards in Chapter 166: Development Standards). In case of
any conflict between the accessory use standards of this section and any other requirement
of this ZDO, the standards of this section shall control.
(B) Time of establishment. An accessory use or structure may be approved in
conjunction with approval of the principal use or structure; however, no accessory use or
structures shall be established on the subject parcel until after a certificate of occupancy
has been issued for the principal use.
(C) General standards. All accessory uses and structures shall:
(1) Directly serve the principal use or structure;
(2) Be customarily accessory and clearly incidental and subordinate to the principal
use or structure;
(3) Be subordinate in area, extent, and purpose to the principal use or structure;
(4) Be owned or operated by the same person as the principal use or structure;
(5) Be located on the same lot as the principal use or structure or on a contiguous lot;
(6) Together with the principal use or structure, not violate the bulk, density, parking,
landscaping, or open space standards of this ZDO; and
(7) Not constitute a combination use, which is the combination of two principal uses
(combination uses will not meet the above standards in terms of being subordinate or
providing service to the principal use).
Unless otherwise specified in this section, any accessory use or accessory structure shall be
treated as a permitted use in the zoning district in which it is located.
(D) Location of accessory structures. Unless otherwise specified, all accessory structures
shall comply with the following general location requirements:
(1) An accessory structure may be located only to the side or rear of the lot and shall
not be within a front yard area.
(2) Detached accessory structures shall be located at least five feet from any lot line
and ten feet from any other principal or accessory structure.
(3) An accessory garage may be attached to the principal building by an open
breezeway or similar structure.
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(4) No accessory structure shall be located within any platted or recorded easement or
over any known utility.
(E) Maximum height. The maximum allowed height for an accessory structure shall be
15 feet from grade, but in no case shall an accessory structure be taller than the associated
principal structure.
(F) Maximum floor area.
(1) Accessory to residential uses. The combined floor area of all detached accessory
structures accessory to residential uses shall consist of no more than 30% of the total floor
area of the principal structure.
(2) Accessory to nonresidential uses. For uses accessory to nonresidential uses, the
following standards shall apply:
(a) If located in a detached structure, the maximum floor area shall be limited to no
more than 10% of the lot area; and
(b) If located within the principal structure, the maximum floor area shall be limited
to a maximum of 30% of the gross floor area of the principal structure.
(G) Residential occupancy prohibited. No accessory structure shall be used for residential
occupancy.
(H) Shipping containers and the like: any shipping container, or other similar modular
component, used in the construction of a residential structure shall be, at a minimum,
painted with no visible logos, brands, lettering, and advertisements on the exterior surface.
3) There was agreement that temporary uses of shipping containers need to be
regulated with specific requirements for flood/wind security and time limits.

SECTION 164.05-06 Specific Regulations for Certain Temporary Uses and Structures

(B) Temporary storage in a portable shipping container, POD, or similar
device. Temporary storage in a portable shipping container, POD, or similar device shall be
subject to the standards in this section.
(1) To the maximum extent practicable, portable shipping containers shall not be
located in the front yard.
(2) No portable shipping container shall be located within ten feet of any lot line.
(3) The on-site placement of a portable shipping container for temporary storage shall
be allowed on an individual parcel or site for no more than 30 total days or no more than
three separate occurrences per calendar year. 90 days.
(4) Any portable shipping container, POD, or similar device used for storage between
May 1st and December 1st must be shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral
movement of the structure.

(5) Any portable shipping container, POD, or similar device used for storage remaining
more than 90 days shall be considered an accessory structure and be subject to all relevant
building and zoning codes.
Thank you,

Katherine Faith
Zoning Administrator
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Regular Meeting
Back Up
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Timeline for FY22 Budget
Thursday, January 7, 2021
Monday, February 22, 2021
Monday, March 15, 2021
Monday - Wednesday, March 22-24, 2021
March 25 - April 15, 2021
Friday, April 16, 2021
Friday, April 23, 2021 4:00-5:00PM
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 10:00AM-4:00PM
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 10:00AM-4:00PM
Friday, May 7, 2021
Friday, May 14, 2021
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 7:00PM
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 7:00PM

Strategic Planning Session with Council
Department Budget Workbooks to Department Heads, Finance Director FY22 Rev Projections and FY21 Q2 Actual Exp
Department Workbooks Due to City Administrator
Department Head Budget Meetings with Finance Director, City Administrator, Mayor
Budget Prep, Q3 Revenue Projection and Expense Updates, Finalization Meetings with Dept Heads
Staff Present Budget to Mayor
Overview Presentation and Budgets to Council
First Council Work Session with All Staff Q&A/Budget Adjustments
Second Council Work Session with All Staff Q&A/Budget Adjustments
Proposed Municipal & Utilities Budgets Public Notice Advertisement to run on Monday, May 10th
Budget Ordinances to Municipal Clerk
Special Council Budget Meeting for First Reading
Final Budget Council Meeting for Second Reading and Approval
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City of Folly Beach
21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Date:
Re:

3/10/21
204 E Ashley Rezoning and Zoning Map Amendments

Mayor and Council:

Bert’s (202 E Ashley) had ongoing unpermitted work that was caught and in
violation of our zoning ordinance. To remedy this, they are seeking to rezone the
adjacent property (204 E Ashley), which they own from Residential Two Family to
Downtown Commercial to satisfy the 15’ setback encroachment for the laundry
room that was constructed without permits. They are mitigating their lot coverage
by turning all of their parking into pervious surfaces. This issue will need to be
remanded to Planning Commission for their review.
Thank you

Katherine Faith
Zoning Administrator
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Folly Beach Parks and Recreation
2021 Program Schedule
Week at a Glance
Sunday

No Programming

Monday

8:00AM-10:00AM
2:00PM-4:00PM

Tuesday

8:00AM-3:30PM
10:00AM-11:00AM
3:00PM-5:15PM

•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday

8:00AM-10:00AM
10:00AM-3:30PM
2:00PM-4:00PM

Color Code:
Basketball (Yes I Can)
o Location: Pirates Cove
Pickleball (Jolly Folly Pickleball)
o Location: Pirates Cove
Soccer (Soccer Shots Charleston)
o Location: Folly River Park
Tennis (Momentum Tennis)
o Location: Pirates Cove
Yoga (FB Community Yoga)
o Location: Folly River Park

Thursday

8:00AM-3:30PM
10:00AM-11:00AM
3:00PM-5:15PM

Friday

8:00AM-10:00AM

Saturday

8:00AM-10:00AM

10:00AM-3:30PM

9:00AM-12:00PM

2:00PM-4:00PM

10:00AM-1:00PM

Additional Dates:

•

•

Basketball
o Summer Camp Dates TBD
One Week Monday – Thursday 9:00AM-1:00PM
Soccer
o Full season dates on Saturdays (above)
April 17th – May 22nd, June 19th -July 31st,
September 11th – November 13th
o Summer Camp Dates TBD
Two weeks Monday – Friday 9:00AM-12:00PM

Week at a Glance schedule above is the Spring/Summer & Fall/Winter recreation recommendations.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball: Hours are blocked off to allow for flexible scheduling. The courts are available for open play if no lesson is scheduled. COVID plan – 6
student limit.
Pickleball: Additional hours in the afternoon as a compromise to cutting back seven mornings a week and comparable to other programming
hours.
Soccer: Same programming. Location at Folly River Park. COVID plan - 6 student limit.
Tennis: Hours are blocked off to allow for flexible scheduling. The courts are available for open play if no lesson is scheduled. COVID plan.
Yoga: Same programming. Will relocate to Folly River Park. Rain location TBD until Community Center policy review is complete. COVID plan.
Open Play: One hour. A sign-up process will be implemented.
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2021 SURF SEASON CONTEST SCHEDULE

SSC—SOUTHERN SOUTH CAROLINA District
Eastern Surfing Association
April 24-25

Points Contest #1 Sponsored by:
TBD

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

April-September

TEAM CHALLENGE
Shortboard-Longboard

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

April 30-May 2

ESA Mid Atlantic Regionals
By INVITATION ONLY

Jennettes Pier
Nags Head NC

May 22-23

Points Contest #2 Sponsored by:
OCEAN SURF SHOP

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

June 17-18

Points Contest #3 Sponsored by:
PARROT SURF SHOP

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

July 17-18

DJ McKevlin's GROMFEST
18 & Under Shortboard & Longboard

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

August 14-15

THE SOUTH CAROLINA
GOVERNOR'S CUP of SURFING
Points Contest #4

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

August 28-29

CONTEST MAKE UP DATE

The Washout
Folly Beach SC

September 20-26

THE EASTERNS
ESA SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS
By INVITATION ONLY

Jennettes Pier
Nags Head NC

October 9-10

The JH LONGBOARD CLASSIC
Sponsored by: Mex 1 & Parrot Surf Shop

Isle of Palms Pier
County Park IOP

SSC-ESA

DISTRICT DIRECTOR Marshall DePass 843-200-4653 iopmarshall@aol.com
DISTRICT CO-DIRECTOR Paul Martin 843-412-1094 paul.martin@hrallen.com
Contest Director/Membership Tanja DePass 843-200-8265 depasstanjasscesa@gmail.com

MAILING ADDRESS

SSC-ESA 28 26th AVE. ISLE of PALMS, SC 29451

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK(search SSC-ESA) Group Page
SSC WEBSITE

www.ssc.surfesa.org
16

17

18

Date: March 10, 2021
To: City Council
From: Colleen Jolley, Community Coordinator
Re: Mixed Bag Productions, LLC.
Requesting Permission to Film: The Righteous Gemstones Season 2
04/20/21 4 am – 8 pm
Attached is a request from Mr. Ryan Burns, Location Manager for Mixed Bag Productions, LLC. Mr. Burns is
requesting permission to host a scene of The Righteous Gemstones Season 2 on April 20, 2021, from 4 am –
8 pm on the beach at Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve.
Our Film Guidelines requires permission from City Council if a request qualifies as High Impact Filming
and/or exceptions to the rules. This request qualifies as high impact as outlined below.
High Impact Filming Criteria:
• Involve intermittent traffic control or pedestrian control on any sidewalk, road, beach, park, or other
public area: Filming on beach at Heritage Inlet Preserve will require assistance from FBPSD and Park
Folly Beach to help trucks in/out of Summer Place Lane parking lot before and after production. May
exceed 3 minutes at a time. See attached.
• Filming, base camp, or truck arrival prior to 8am or after 6pm: 2 am – 8 pm
• Crews of more than 15 people or more than 4 vehicles: 120 crew & vehicles + 60 pieces of equipment.
Other requirements:
• Application- received 02/23/21
• Notification to surrounding residents/homeowners-in progress. No objections so far.
• COFB Business License-application submitted 03/02/21
• Certificate of Insurance-submitted 03/02/21
• High Impact filming fee $500 per day-will process payment when production is complete.
• Approval from SCDHEC-application submitted 02/23/21. Still processing.
• Approval from Charleston County Parks & Recreation Commission (CCPRC)-submitted 02/23/21. Still
processing. COFB & CCPRC met on 03/03/21. Letter of Intent will be submitted by final agenda.
• Parking-CCPRC property, the Washout, and Summer Place Lane –Letter of Support from Park Folly
Beach. See attached.
• Security-requesting three FBPSD officers. Scheduling and logistics in progress with Sgt. Ortiz. COFB
will invoice when production is complete.
• Lighting-request to use lighting bubbles for safety purposes when dark.
Mr. Burns has assured compliance with all guidelines and City ordinances. Chief Gilreath and Jared Glass
have approved logistics on their end.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@cityoffollybeach.com
Colleen Jolley
New submission from City of Folly Beach Event Registration Form
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 4:14:49 PM

Which best describes your event? Select all that apply.
Commercial filming

Main Contact
Ryan Stuart Burns
Cell Phone
(336) 420-5008
Organization (if applicable)
Mixed Bag Productions llc
Address
2068 Sam Rittenberg Blvd
Charleston, South Carolina 29407
United States
Map It
Email
burnslocations@gmail.com
Alternate Contact
Kale Murphy
Alternate Contact Cell Phone
(919) 215-7253
Date of Event
04/20/2021
Event Name
The Righteous Gemstones Season 2
Beginning Time (including setup)
02:00 am
End Time (including breakdown)
08:00 pm
Location on the Island (Street/Park/Beach)
Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve
Description of Event
Filming location for ‘The Righteous Gemstones’ season 2. Our cast members (~12 total) walk along the
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beach talking about a development project to develop the property into a christian beach resort for their
worshipers. Native dead trees / sea grass brought in to make the beach look more desolate & to hide the
concrete structure. Crew will stay on the beach. No person will enter the ‘forest’ / sea grass areas.
Filming dates and times as of now are Tuesday April 20th from 2:00am - 8:00pm. Trucks will land early in
the morning before crew and will leave after the last crew member has left also.
Permits have beeb submitted to Charleston County Parks & Recreation Commission, SCDHEC, and an
inquiry is submitted with SCDNR. I have a call in with Jared Glass at REEF Parking about using spots at
the Washout.
I would love to provide The Town of Folly Beach Town Counsel an overhead and permit applications for
other entities with specific areas highlighted and ideas for parking and filming.
Please reach out to me, Ryan Stuart Burns at burnslocations@gmail.com

High Impact Filming-Requires Council Approval
If special effects are planned, please describe below.
We do not have any special effects planned.
Number of Crew Members
15+ High Impact
Number of Vehicles
4+ High Impact

By signing, you agree that you have read and will comply with the rules above and will be available at
the phone number listed. You are responsible for complying with all city rules and ordinances.
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Exhibit 1
SET:
EVERYTHING
CONTAINED ON THE
SAND

WORK TRUCK
PARKING
NO TIRES OFF THE
PAVEMENT

SUMMER PLACE LOT
PARKING / STAGING
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TRAIL ACCESS FOR
CREW /
KUBOTA (MUD MATS?)

Exhibit 2

CREW PARKING ALONG
METERED SPACES AT
THE WASHOUT

POTENTIAL
TURNAROUND FOR
VANS
LEAVE A DESIGNATED
AREA OPEN FOR VAN
(UN) LOADING
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Exhibit 3

USE OF THIS GRASSY /
SANDY AREA FOR
PARKING OF TRAILERS
TRUCKS MAY NEED
THIS SMALL BIT OF
GRASS / SANDY AREA
TO BE ABLE TO SWING
IN TO THE PAVED AREA
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Exhibit 4
OUR GREENS DEPARTMENT IS ASKING TO MOVE
SEVERAL PIECES OF DRIFT WOOD FROM FURTHER UP
THE BEACH TO LEAN AGAINST THE TREES IN THIS
IMAGE
IF ANY PIECES ARE BROUGHT IN THEY WILL BE BE
MADE OF INORGANIC MATERIAL AND WILL BE STERILE.
SPECIAL EFFECTS IS ASKING TO USE A HOSE TO SPRAY
DOWN THE BEACH TO REMOVE THE FOOTPRINTS WHEN
WE RESET FOR TAKES.

OUR PAINT DEPARTMENT IS ASKING TO REMOVE THE
GRAFFITI FROM TREES ON THE BEACH BY PAINTING
OVER THEM TO MAKE THEM LOOK NATURAL
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Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve Filming Permit Application for:
Charleston County Parks & Recreation Commission
Town of Folly Beach
SCDHEC & SCDNR
Safety and Security:
Public Safety Oﬃcers and private security guards are booked and utilized as appropriate anytime we require their services for filming in public.

Trash and Recycling Clean - Up Plan:
Trash and recycling will be collected in cans placed on set and the bags will be removed hourly, beginning as soon as we arrive and placed into a dumpster oﬀ site. Locations
Dept team members with grabbers will monitor the beach for any trash that may miss a receptacle. Any set decoration will be collected after filming and removed by truck. There will
be a final and thorough sweep once all work is completed for trash and any other items accidentally left behind. We strive to leave places in better condition than when we arrive.

Tents, Stages, Inflatables, and Signage:
We will utilize approximately a dozen (give or take) 10x10 pop-up tents with sides as needed for sun, wind, and rain protection. These are commonly referred to a EZ-Ups.
No inflatables will be present
We will utilize 1’ x 2’ directional signs made of corrugated plastic that will be either held up by ‘H-stands’ or clipped to traﬃc cones. These signs will help direct crew to and
from set and to crew parking, work trucks, and basecamp. They will be placed in conspicuous locations in order to be visible for crew (exact locations TBD). We will have
approximately 50 out.

Requested Use & Requirements for Crew:

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Crew Parking to use the metered spaces along the beach side of E Ashley Ave known as The Washout. (Marked with a red dotted line in Exhibit 2)
Equipment staging and VIP parking in the Summer Place Parking Lot (Exhibit 1)
Use of Kubota or 4 wheel drive golf carts on the walking path from the end of the paved road to the beach in order to get gear and older cast member to set. (Gas powered ?
electric ?). Use of golf carts to transport crew from gate to the end of the pavement. Worst case scenario being that we put down ‘mud mats’ made of hard plastic that will allow
carts on wheels to push to set. These mats do not leach and are environmentally safe. (This path is marked with a green dotted line in Exhibit 1 below)
All gear, persons, foot traﬃc, and scenes to be confined on the sand. No one is permitted onto the grasses or beyond into ANY areas with flora / fauna
Requesting use of the paved road from the gate to its terminus. The paved parking area at the end to be used for Restroom Trailer, Craft Services, and turnaround for vans.
We are asking to be able to park a few trailers on the grassy area marked in Exhibit 3. We are also asking to be able to use the grassy parts of both sides of the graﬃti road. One
side to allow trucks to put one set of wheels oﬀ for parking and the other to allow vans to get by our trucks and maintain a lane for emergency vehicles. (Marked with a red dotted
line in Exhibit 1)
Trash mitigation will be handled by production and removed from site in bags to a dumpster located at basecamp. United Site Services will handle the delivery and pickup of
dumpster and contents therein in a timely manner.
Sand dunes will be oﬀ limits and signed / demarcated as such
No glass will be provided by craft services for any drinking or eating containers. No glass on the beach
Mixed Big Productions, LLC would be happy to compensate for the work done and is interested if there are any organizations that would better the entire community of Folly
Beach.

*Production is working under stringent COVID-19 safety protocols in accordance with Studio, Union, State, and CDC guidelines*
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March 3, 2021
Mixed Bag Productions, LLC
2068 Sam Rittenberg BLVD
Charleston, SC, 29407
To Whom It May Concern:
The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (CCPRC) is aware of the interest from Mixed
Bag Productions, LLC to conduct commercial filming at the Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve on April
20, 2021.
CCPRC will support approval of the application provided that all requirements, conditions and terms set
forth by the City of Folly Beach and CCPRC are met and all rules and regulations for use of CCPRC
parklands are adhered to.
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City Council
City of Folly Beach
21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Dear Council,
I am writing this letter in support of Mr. Burns’ and HBO’s request for parking at the East end of
the island on 4/20/21. Mr. Burns contacted me in late February to inquire about renting out
several spaces at the Washout and Summer Place area of the island for shooting of season 2 of
The Righteous Gemstones.
The request, to be specific, included renting out the 126 spaces at the Washout and 27 spaces at
Summer Place Lane for the duration of the day on 4/20/21. I informed Mr. Burns that this can
be done, with Council approval, at a rate of 3x the daily rate per space. Mr. Burns stated that he
believed this rate to be fair and I believe it to be mutually beneficial.
I believe this proposal to be decent and to have minimal impact on the public at large. Upon
Council approval, my team and I can facilitate this request immediately.
As always, please reach out to me with any questions, comments or concerns.
Kind Regards,

Jared Glass, CPP
Senior Operations Manager, REEF Parking
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@cityoffollybeach.com
Colleen Jolley
New submission from City of Folly Beach Event Registration Form
Thursday, January 28, 2021 12:15:35 PM

Which best describes your event? Select all that apply.
Event on private property (hosted and attended by homeowner or business owner)

Main Contact
Angie Cason
Owner Name
Greg Marshall
Cell Phone
(843) 813-9750
Organization (if applicable)
Folly Art Village & Farmers Market
Address
6130 Robinson Street
Ravenel, South Carolina 29470
United States
Map It
Email
angiecason@gmail.com
Alternate Contact
Giovanni Richardson
Alternate Contact Cell Phone
(843) 530-4242
Date of Event
03/10/2021
Event Location
41 Center Street, Folly Beach, SC
United States
Map It
Estimated Number of Attendees
100
Event Name
Folly Art Village & Farmers Market
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Purpose of Event
Weekly art village and farmers market
Beginning Time (including setup)
02:00 pm
End Time (including breakdown)
10:00 pm
Description of Event
Folly Art Village & Farmers market host a weekly event at The Washout where local artists and farmers
can gather and exhibit their goods. It is fun event for locals and tourists alike. This will be our 4th season
hosting this event at The Washout on Wednesday evenings and potentially Sundays. In addition, we host
our markets at this location during island wide events. In total we are able to commodity about 50 small
businesses throughout the market season and are happy to hosts Folly Beach non profit organizations at
our events for fundraising purposes.
Are you requesting road closures:
No

Please describe how your event meets the criteria in Section (B)(1)
Our event is a fun weekly event event where the Folly Beach community and tourists who visit the island
can come relax and do some shopping with our local vendors and business owners. Historically, Dunes
Property and Fred Holland Reality have assisted us with advertising our event to tourists visiting the
island, and we receive great feedback from those who visit. In addition, several locals come out and visit
us each week throughout the season. We love seeing them each week and are always happy to assist
local Folly Beach non profits with fundraising efforts free of charge. In total, we host about 50 small
businesses at our market all of which are required to obtain and SC Retail License and City of Folly
Beach Business license that generate revenue for the City of Folly Beach. Lastly, we have a great
relationship with the owners of The Washout and hosting our market is a mutual benefit to all of our
businesses.
Will inflatables, trampolines, mechanical rides, amusement rides, petting zoos or animals be at the
event?
No
Is this event a sporting event?
No
Do you plan to serve (at no charge) alcoholic beverages at the event?
No
Do you plan to sell alcoholic beverages of any kind during the event?
No
By signing, you agree that you have read and will comply with the rules above and will be available at
the phone number listed. You are responsible for complying with all city rules and ordinances.
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Greetings from the Folly Art Village and Farmers Market!
First, for those of you who are not familiar with our organization, the Folly Art Village
and Center Street Farmers Market was started in 2018 at The Washout restaurant
located at 41 Center Street, Folly Beach SC. The goal of our market is to provide a fun
atmosphere where local artisans and farmers can gather twice a week and share their
goods with the Folly Beach community and tourists that visit the island. Typically, there
are 15 vendors who attend weekly and around 20 other vendors that rotate throughout
the market season. Our vendors provide both essential goods and value added goods.
For many of these vendors, participation in local markets is there sole source of income,
and many have participated in markets on Folly Beach for over 5 years. In addition to
our regular vendors, we encourage local Folly Beach non-profit organizations to
participate in our market at any time; and we regularly participate and host fundraisers
for these organizations. Through these efforts, we supported Surfers Healing,
Follypalooza, Earth Heart Growers Foundation, Folly Go Green, Low Country Food
Bank and the Folly Baptist Church Soup Ministry. Even despite the challenges the
COVID pandemic presented for our 2020 market season, our tiny market continues to
grow and thrive. This year we look forward to continuing to grow and hosting a vibrant,
fun market that locals and tourists alike will enjoy.
	
  
Folly Art Village and Farmers Market 2021 Proposal for Private Property
A. Sunday Market and Wednesday Night Market at The Washout, 41 Center
Street, Folly Beach, SC
Specific Request:
We request that the City of Folly Beach grant permission for the Folly Art Village
and Farmers Market to continue to host our market in exception of the mobile
vendor ordinance for a fourth season on Wednesday nights from 5-9pm
(Spring/Summer) and 4-8pm, (Winter) and Sundays 12-4pm at The Washout
restaurant located at 41 Center Street, Folly Beach, SC. The proposed market
season would run Wednesday, March 10th through Wednesday, December 22nd.
A letter of support stating the willingness of the owners of The Washout to
continue to host our market is included.
B. Island Wide Festivals
Specific Request:
We request that the City of Folly Beach grant permission for the Folly Art Village
and Farmers Market to continue to host our market for a at The Washout
restaurant located at 41 Center Street, Folly Beach, SC during island wide
festivals.
Relevant Folly Art Village and Farmers Market Vendor Requirements
1. All vendors are required to obtain and display a SC Retail License and City of
Folly Beach Business License in order to participate in our markets and special
events in order to generate tax revenue for the City of Folly Beach.
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2. All farm and food vendors are required to obtain the proper licensure and be
compliant with South Carolina Department of Agriculture and Department of
Health and Environmental Control regulations, respectively.
3. All vendors are required to sign a ‘Hold Harmless’ agreement stating that they
are responsible for themselves and their property during the market. Vendors are
highly encouraged to obtain individual business insurance policies.
4. All vendors are required to follow any guidelines set for in the City of Folly Beach
Emergency Ordinance regarding the current COVID pandemic including mask
wearing, providing hand sanitizer at vendor stations and maintaining social
distancing. Specific protocols were put in place an implemented successfully
during last year’s market in order to meet these requirements and will be
continued moving forward. Notably, none of our vendors contracted COVID
during the 2020 market season.

	
  
In closing, we would like to thank each of you for taking the time to read and review our
proposal and to express our sincerest gratitude to Colleen Jolley, Spencer Wetmore
and Aaron Pope for diligently working with us as we dealt with the COVID pandemic
during our 2020 market season and prepare for the 2021 market season. If we can
answer any further questions, feel free to contact us at follyartvillage@gmail.com. We
look forward to continuing to provide a vibrant local market that is a true asset to the
Folly Beach community while we support our local artist/farmer community and small
businesses.
Sincerely,
Angie Cason & Giovanni Richardson
Folly Art Village & Farmers Market
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DocuSign Envelope ID: 7C544B70-62A0-429D-A2C4-ECEBD32CD600

03/02/2021

Dear Mayor Goodwin and Members of the Folly Beach City Council,

I write this letter to you as a show of support for Folly’s Art Village and Center Street Farmers
Market to operate in our parking lot for the upcoming season. The organizers of this event have been
tremendous in supporting small, local businesses and allowing them to provide their products to both
residents of Folly and people travelling from outside of our beloved city. During these times, The
Washout has never been more committed to our staffs and patrons safety, and the organizers of these
weekly mobile vendors share the same values making it easy to give them our full support. We are
kindly requesting that you grant permission for these events to continue. Thank you for your guidance
and consideration.
Sincerely,
Greg Marshall Jr.

Operating Partner, The Washout

41 Center St. Folly Beach, SC 29439
(843)633-0143
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City of Folly Beach
Date:
Re:

03/10/21
Parking Committee Report and Recommendations

Mayor and Council:

The Parking Committee met on January 22, 2021 and Febraury 11, 2021 to evaluate
existing parking plans, studies and laws; to establsh the goal statement; and to
develop strategies of the parking committee.

The Parking Committee considered the existing tools: 2010 Traffic Study and ShortTerm Recommendations, Beachfront Management Plan, Midblock ROW Plan, Reef
Parking reports and statistics, proposed legislature on paid parking.
Based on the above information and committee member testamony and historical
knowledge, a goal statement was crafted as follows:
“Establish a highly functional, safe and efficient parking management
solution that ensures resident and guest satisfaction through amenities,
utilizes technology, includes alternative transportation, and optimized
parking lots and on street parking throughout the city in a cost effective
way.”

Strategies were then established for each element of the goal statement. The
strategies are as follows:
a. Establish a highly functional, safe, and efficient parking
management solution that ensures:

Conduct a parking study through a contractor with public input and
stakeholder involvement to detail current parking infrastructure,
develop a plan and timeline of short, mid and long-term projects to
achieve the strategies outlined in goal statement.
i. resident and guest satisfaction through amenities

- create safer pedestrian and bike paths via ped paths and
multi-use paths
- enhance beach access with trash and recycling bins, bike
racks, showers, water fountains, pet waste stations, sunscreen
dispensers (potentially a one stop shop next to pay stations
and beach rule signs
- clear more mid-block ROW to increase flow and mobility
around the island
- enhance signage and directions to direct people and increase
awareness of amenities
- street sweeper or increased litter management personnel
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ii. utilizes technology
- design an app or increase functionality of Reef parking app to
include payments, map directions to and locations of parking,
show amenities like beach access and bathrooms, live lot
capacity counts
- sensors to monitor and track timed parking on Center Street
- increase camera use in parking lots (like we do for traffic
cams), live feeds in apps
- provide AM/FM station to promote city amenities and
broadcast special city messages particularly around parking
and traffic
- utilize marque sign on Folly Rd more efficiently
- install paid EV charging stations
- utilize a traffic counter
- communications and PR campaign for beach rules and
promote amenities and seasonal specials

iii. includes alternative transportation

- more bike racks and bike lanes
- improve golf cart parking to limit cars coming into commercial
district from STR
- ped path optimization
- make electrical vehicles more attainable and useful for the
island through EV chargers

iv. optimized parking lots and on street parking throughout
the city

- clearing existing commercial lots to increase spots and
increase efficiency
- increase handicap parking
- establish free area/zone of business and employee parking
- mark curbs, hydrants, prohibited parking for increased safety
and blind spots especially around driveways
- partner with County and SCDOT for open ditches and
increased parking capabilities
- increase lighting and safety on all cross walks and main
thoroughfares with special attention to sea turtles.

v. in a cost-effective way

- keep ratio of paid to unpaid parking consistent
- do special on certain days and times for parking discounts
- do as much as possible through city resources

It was agreed upon by the committee that the best way to develop projects and
make educated policy and fiscal decisions was to conduct a comprehensive parking
and traffic study that include all aspects of the above goal statement. The
recommendation of the committee is to conduct this study in FY 2022.
Thank you

Katherine Faith
Zoning Administrator
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading: February 9th, 2021
2nd Reading: March 10th, 2021

ORDINANCE 03-21

Introduced by: Councilman Barker
Date: February 9th, 2021

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 151 (BEACH PRESERVATION AND CONSTRUCTION
PROVISIONS) OF THE FOLLY BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 151.23(CONSTRUCTION
STANDARDS FOR BULKHEADS, SEAWALLS, AND REVETMENTS) BY AMENDING THE
STANDARDS FOR SEAWALLS AND BULKHEADS TO ALLOW BERMS AS EROSION CONTROL
DEVICES WITHIN THE CRITICAL LINE SETBACK.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the Folly Beach
Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:

NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:

SECTION 151.23 CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS FOR BERMS, BULKHEADS, RIPRAP,
SEAWALLS, REVETMENTS, AND RETAINING WALLS WITHIN 15 FEET OF THE
CRITICAL LINE.
(A) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply:
BERM. A compacted mound of earth, soil, or sand, which may be used independently or
to cover riprap, constructed to protect against flooding.
BULKHEAD. A vertical erosion control device installed on high ground which is adjacent
to the marsh front critical line as defined by OCRM.
RETAINING WALL. A vertical erosion control or stabilization device installed on high
ground within 15 feet of the OCRM critical line.
REVETMENT. Sloping material installed seaward of a seawall facing the oceanfront
baseline as defined by OCRM.
RIPRAP. Sloping material installed in front of a bulkhead or on the side of the bulkhead
facing the marsh front critical line as defined by OCRM or as the foundation of a berm.
SEAWALL. A vertical erosion control device installed on high ground which is adjacent
to the oceanfront baseline as defined by OCRM.
(B) The following minimum construction standards are enacted.
(1) All erosion control structures placed wholly or partly within the Dune Management
Area or the setback from the critical line must be maintained in an intact usable condition
or removal may be sought at the owners expense.
(2) New or substantially improved seawalls and associated revetments on the beach
constructed after March 1, 2019 and placed wholly or partly within the Dune Management
Area must be constructed so that the top of the vertical seawall is at an elevation of eight
feet NAVD 88. Any portion of the Dune Management Area disturbed for the repair of an
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existing seawall or the construction of a new or substantially improved seawall after March
1, 2019 shall be filled such that the finished grade of the area of disturbance is at an
elevation of ten feet NAVD 88 and planted with appropriate vegetation as designated by the
Building Official.
(3) New or substantially improved bulkheads, retaining walls, or associated riprap
constructed within 15 feet of the critical line after March 1, 2019 and placed wholly or
partly within the required setback from the critical line must be constructed so that the top
of the vertical structure is no higher than the adjacent grade on the landward face. Any
portion of the critical line setback disturbed for the repair of an existing bulkhead or the
construction of a new or substantially improved bulkhead after March 1, 2019 shall be
filled such that the finished grade of the area of disturbance is at an elevation similar to the
grade on the landward side and planted with appropriate vegetation as designated by the
Building Official.
(4) New or substantially improved berms constructed within 15 feet of the critical line
after March 9, 2021 and placed wholly or partly within the required setback from the
critical line must be constructed so that the highest point of the berm is no more than three
feet (3’) above the highest adjacent grade.
(5) New or substantially improved erosion control methods cannot be combined in a
manner that would compound flooding, significantly impair drainage, cause adjacent
shoreline impacts, or cause any negative impacts to marsh growth. However, mix use of
erosion control methods dictated by site conditions on homeowner property can be
permissible in the same contiguous linear plane.
(4)(6) Construction of bulkheads, seawalls, retaining walls, and berms within 15 feet of
the critical line as well as the placement of riprap shall require a permit from the City and
proof of location behind the SCDHEC OCRM critical line or baseline in the form of a preconstruction survey with an OCRM certified critical line or baseline location and an as-built
survey showing as-built improvement and the certified baseline or critical line as
applicable.
(5)(7) No portion of a bulkhead, riprap, seawall, retaining wall, or revetment, or berm
shall be placed seaward of the baseline or beyond the critical line without approval of
SCDHEC OCRM.
(6)(8) Bulkhead, riprap, seawalls, retaining walls, berms, within 15 feet of the critical
line, and revetments shall be designed by a certified design professional engineer,
registered in the state and shall meet the following minimum standards:
(a) Bulkhead, retaining walls and seawall requirements.
1. Materials.
i. Reinforced concrete six inches thick designed with adequate reinforcement to
achieve a 3,000 psi 28-day strength.
ii. Pressure treated wood three inches by ten inches or three inches by 12 inches
tongue and groove, or a double thickness of two inches sheeting with staggered joints is
acceptable for walls with a standing height of under four feet.
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2. Depth of embedment. The depth of embedment of a bulkhead shall be at least
equal the height of the wall above the ground. An allowance should be made to account for
erosion scour after construction.
3. Tiebacks. Tiebacks shall be located at a spacing of eight feet or less and attached
to secure anchors capable of withstanding a 2,000- pound pull. Tiebacks may be deleted if
a revetment is placed seaward of the bulkhead.
4. Backfill. The bulkhead will be backfilled with a compacted clean granular
material to provide adequate support. “Clean” shall mean no metal, wood or glass.
5. Protection from flanking. Bulkheads will either tie into adjacent bulkheads or will
have an adequate return wall meeting the same requirements as the seaward wall.
6. Seawalls. No new vertical unfaced seawall shall be allowed on the ocean
front. Any new vertical seawall surface must be faced with a sloping revetment.

(b) Revetments.
1. Materials. Broken pavement, blocks or bricks are not acceptable materials for the
outer layer of a revetment. However, they may be used for under layers. The outside of a
revetment shall consist of at least two layers of armor stones whose pieces shall range in
weight from a minimum of ten pounds to a maximum of 250 pounds; at least 60% shall
weigh more than 150 pounds.
2. Construction. Revetments shall be underlain with a commercial grade porous
filter cloth designed for ocean erosion control and approved by the Building Official (i.e.
Phillips 66 stock or equal), and placed on a slope no steeper than one vertical to two
horizontal. The toe at the revetment shall extend at least two feet below the existing beach
elevation and the ends shall be protected from flanking.
(c) Riprap.
1. Materials. Broken pavement, blocks or bricks are not acceptable.
2. Design. Riprap placement, including when used as the foundation of a berm, must
be designed by a licensed marine contractor or a certified design professional registered in
the State of South Carolina so as to prevent movement into the critical area.
(d) Berms within 15 feet of the critical line shall be designed by a certified design
professional registered in the State of South Carolina and shall meet the following
minimum standards:
(1) Berms shall be designed to prevent shedding of storm, flood and tide waters
onto adjacent properties and a no adverse impact statement in congruence with other City
ordinances including floodplain shall be included on designs provided during permitting.
(2) Berms shall be tied into existing grades along the entire length of their
perimeter to ensure that berms are naturally appearing, and floodwaters are not impacting
surrounding properties.
(3) Berms shall be compacted prior to planting, landscaping, or revegetation.
(4) Berms shall be landscaped along the landward side with appropriate native
vegetation such that at least 50% of the surface of the berm is covered by plant material
when calculated using the average mature size of the proposed plantings. In the case of
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damage or erosion resulting in the loss of required vegetation, berms must be repaired and
replanted to meet the requirements of this section.
(5) Naturally occurring, protected trees shall not be "buried" or incorporated
within the berm so as to cause the trees to die unnaturally from piling up and stacking of
soils above and around the natural ground level surrounding the tree trunks. Boxing of
protected trees is acceptable.
(6) Any riprap used as the foundation of a berm must be completely covered by
compacted earth so that no riprap is visible. In the case of damage or erosion resulting in
the exposure or disturbance of riprap, berms must be repaired to meet the requirements of
this section.
(C) Adherence to these minimum standards will not guarantee that the berm, bulkhead,
riprap, seawall, or revetment will withstand wave or tide forces or that it will protect
against erosion. These standards are to prevent unsightly and inferior structures that
would have little or no chance of success and could possibly become a hazard or nuisance.
(D) Seawall construction activity from May 1 through October 31 is subject to the
following requirements.
(1) The permit holder must contact the Folly Beach Turtle Watch Permit Holder each
day prior to the commencement of work. The Folly Beach Turtle Watch Permit Holder will
provide verification that there are no active turtle nests in the work area. Verification will
be provided prior to 8:00 a.m.
(2) If an active nest is located in the work area, work must stop until the nest is
relocated. If a turtle nest located in the work area is established before permitted work
begins and can’t be relocated, construction cannot begin until the nest hatches.
(3) The WORK AREA shall be defined as the area within 25 feet of the location of the
seawall or the path used to access the site.

(`95 Code, § 5-3-22) (Ord. 83-10, passed 8-2-83; Am. Ord. 83-18, passed 1-3-84; Am. Ord.
84-29, passed 12-18-84; Am. Ord. 02-05, passed 1-25-05; Am. Ord. 10-15, passed 8-11-15;
Am. Ord. 09-19, passed 2-11-19; Am. Ord. 26-19, passed 8-13-19; Am. Ord. 04-20, passed 69-20)
ADOPTED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Abstains:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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City of Folly Beach
21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Date: February 9th, 2021
Topic: Allowing Berms in the Critical Area Setback
Mayor and Council,

Council Member Barker is proposing a new ordinance to allow berms to be installed within the
critical line buffer as an approved erosion control device (an exemption from the requirements that
the critical area buffer remain undisturbed). Homeowners could choose between a berm or a
bulkhead as a means to limit erosion and flooding from the marsh. New or substantially improved
erosion control methods cannot be combined in a manner that would compound flooding,
significantly impair drainage, cause adjacent shoreline impacts, or cause any negative impacts to
marsh growth. However, mix use of erosion control methods dictated by site conditions on
homeowner property is permissible in the same linear plane. Under the proposed ordinance,
homeowners could build berms in the setback from either compacted earth/soil or compacted
earth/soil over a foundation of rip rap. If rip rap is used, it must be covered by soil. All berms must
be designed by a certified design professional such as an engineer or landscape architect. Berms
would also have to comply with our flood ordinances and be designed to the 100-year storm level
and a certification of no adverse impact to neighbors such as wave run up or pushing water to
adjacent properties. All berms must be planted so that, when mature, plantings cover at least 50
percent or the surface of the berm. Any protected trees within the footprint of a new berm would
need to be preserved through boxing or other methods. In the case of substantial damage to a berm,
it must be repaired to the permitted state. Staff worked with Mr. Barker on this ordinance and
endorses this approach. Sunny day flooding and storm events have caused increased flooding along
the back of the island. The City has officially recognized marsh flooding as a major management
concern. This ordinance will provide homeowners with a new option for property protection to
address this concern.
Thank you,

Katherine Faith
Zoning Administrator
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading: February 9th, 2021
2nd Reading: March 10th, 2021

ORDINANCE 05-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: January 12th, 2020

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 165 (DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS) OF THE FOLLY
BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES, SECTION 165.02(MEASUREMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS) BY
CLARIFYING THE DEFINITION OF HIGH GROUND AND LOT AREA TO INCLUDE THOSE
PORTIONS OF A LOT LANDWARD OF THE OCRM BASELINE OR OUTSIDE OF AN OCRM
CRITICAL AREA.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the Folly Beach
Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:

NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:
SECTION 165.02 MEASUREMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS.
SECTTION 165.02-01 Lots.
(A) Definitions/measurement.

(1) High ground. The buildable portion of a lot located outside of OCRM critical areas or
landward of the OCRM Baseline, wetlands, marsh, dune setbacks, and other resource protection
areas.

(2) Lot area. Lot area means the amount of land area, measured horizontally, included within
the lines of a lot. Lands located within any private easements shall be included within the lot area.
Public rights-of-way, lands set aside for public utilities, parks, open space including any area
seaward of the OCRM baseline or beyond the OCRM critical line, or schools shall not be included in
calculating lot area, except where specifically allowed by this ZDO.
(3) Lot coverage. The portion of a lot covered by impervious surfaces (including driveways,
patios, pools, decks, and similar features).
(4) Lot depth. Lot depth means the horizontal distance between the midpoints of straight
lines connecting the front lot line and the rear lot line.

(5) Lot frontage. Lot frontage means the portion of a lot along a street from which the lot
derives its street address. In the case of a building lot abutting upon only one street, the frontage
line is the line parallel to and common with the right-of-way. In the case of a corner lot, that part of
the building lot having the narrowest frontage on any street shall be considered the frontage line.
For the purpose of determining yard requirements on corner lots and through lots, all sides of a lot
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adjacent to streets shall be considered frontage, and yards shall be provided as required in this
ZDO.
(6) Lot line. Lot lines mean the lines bounding a lot as established by ownership.

(7) Lot width. The distance between straight lines connecting front and rear lot lines at each
side of the lot, measured at the front building setback line.
(8) Lot types. Lot types mean corner lots, interior lots, through lots, and reversed frontage
lots, as depicted in Figure 165.01, Lot Types.

(a) Corner lot. A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets (other than alleys),
regardless of whether or not such streets intersect at right angles. See lots marked "A " in Figure
165.01: Lot Types.

(b) Interior lot. A lot other than a corner lot with only one frontage on a street other than an
alley. See lots marked "B" in Figure 165.01: Lot Types.
(c) Double frontage lot. A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on more than one street
other than an alley. Through lots with frontage on two streets may be referred to as "double
frontage lots". See lot marked "C" in Figure 165.01: Lot Types.

(9) Rear lot line. The rear lot line is the line connecting the two side lot lines along the edge of
the lot opposite from the frontage line.
(10) Side lot line. The side lot line is the lot line connecting the front and rear lot lines
regardless of whether it abuts a right-of-way or another lot line.
(B) General lot requirements.

43

(1) Minimum lot dimensions. Any lot that is developed shall meet the minimum lot area, width,
and coverage standards established in Table 165.01, Dimensional Standards, for the zoning district
in which it is located, except as otherwise established by this ZDO for particular uses.
(2) Erection of more than one principal structure on a platted lot. Whenever any land is
subdivided, a building permit for the construction of a building or other principal structure
(excluding buildings under common ownership or unified control) shall not be issued unless the
land is subdivided in accordance with to the procedures and standards of this ZDO.

(3) Lots divided by zoning district lines. Whenever a single lot is located within two or more
different zoning districts, each portion of that lot shall be subject to all the regulations applicable to
the district in which it is located.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10)

ADOPTED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Abstains:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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City of Folly Beach

Date:
Re:

02/02/21
Recommendation to Council Re: Ordinance 05-21

Mayor and Council:
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on 2/1/21 to take testimony on
Ordinance 05-21 which clarifies the definition of high ground and lot area to include
those portions of a lot landward of the OCRM baseline or outside of an OCRM critical
area.
No public testimony was received on this ordinance.
There was discussion by the Planning Commission on:
•
•

Education on the baseline and how it is established on the beachfront and what
houses are in front of the baseline already.
Explanation that the City already practices and implements the proposed
definition of high ground, and this is acting as a clarification within ordinance
wording.

After discussion the Planning Commission voted to recommend this ordinance for
adoption as remanded.
Thank you,
Katherine Faith
Zoning Administrator
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading: February 9th, 2021
2nd Reading: March 10th, 2021

ORDINANCE 06-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: February 9th, 2021

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 134 (OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC WELFARE)
OF THE FOLLY BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES BY CREATING SUBSECTION (FACE
COVERINGS) SECTIONS 134.100-134.102 REQUIRING THAT FACE COVERINGS OR
MASKS BE WORN IN PUBLIC IN THE CITY OF FOLLY BEACH FOR THE DURATION OF
THE STATE OF EMERGENCY ISSUED BY THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
WHEREAS, it is well recognized that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the disease
COVID-19, presents a public health concern that requires extraordinary protective measures
and vigilance; and
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared
COVID-19 a pandemic; and
WHEREAS, the Governor of South Carolina declared a State of Emergency on March
13, 2020, to enhance the State’s response to the COVID-19 virus’s impact on the State; and

WHEREAS, the State of Emergency for South Carolina has been continuously
extended including by Executive Order 2021-07 which is in effect until fifteen(days) after
January 22, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the lack of vaccine distribution, the detection of new strains of the COVID
virus in the State, and the continued spread of the disease in Charleston County and the State
of South Carolina make it likely the Governor will continue to extend a statewide emergency;
and
WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing and in order to protect, preserve, and promote the
general health, safety, and welfare and the peace and order of the community, the City is
taking steps to try to protect its citizens, employees, and visitors from increased risk of
exposure, City Council of the City of Folly Beach deems it proper and necessary to adopt this
ordinance.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the Folly
Beach Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:
NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:
FACE COVERINGS
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SECTION 134.100 Face Coverings Required
(A) Face Covering or mask means a cloth, fabric, or other soft or permeable material,
without vents or holes, that securely covers both the mouth and nose and remains
affixed in place without the use of one’s hands. Face Coverings include, but are
not limited to, medical masks, N-95 respirators, face shields, scarves, handmade
masks, bandanas, and neck gaiters such that they securely cover the person’s nose
and mouth.
B) Every person working, living, visiting, or doing business in the City of Folly Beach is
required to wear a Face Covering while in any indoor or outdoor public place. This
includes but is not limited to:
1.
Inside a building open to the public;
2.
Waiting to enter a building open to the public;
3.
Interacting with other people in outdoor spaces, including, but not
limited to, curbside pickup, delivery, and service calls; and
4.
Walking in public where maintaining a distance of six (6) feet between
other members of public at all times is not possible.

C) The following persons are exempted from the Face Covering requirement:

1.
Persons under the age of three years old; or
2.
Persons for whom a face covering would cause impairment due to an
existing health condition or disability; or
3.
Persons in personal vehicles; or
4.
Persons while outside and while maintaining a minimum of six (6) feet
from other people, other than members of their household, at all times; or
5.
Customers seated in a restaurant or bar while actively eating or
drinking so long as they maintain a minimum of six (6) feet from other persons in the
establishment, other than members of their households. The server and other front
of the house staff must wear a Face Covering during these interactions; or
6.
Persons alone or with members of their household in an enclosed
space.
7.
Persons acting in compliance with directions of law enforcement
officers.

SECTION 134.101 Enforcement
A)
Businesses are responsible for enforcing this Emergency Ordinance and
subject to the penalties included herein for violations occurring inside of their
business, including outdoor areas, and in public areas wherein customers are
dining, eating, or waiting to be served or seated.
times.

1.

Businesses must require all employees to wear a Face Covering at all

2.
Businesses are required to post a notice in their business visible to
customers entering the business or waiting to enter the business informing
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customers that the use of Face Coverings by customers and employees is mandated
by law. Failure to post such a notice is a violation of this Emergency Ordinance.
3.
If a customer refuses to comply with the Emergency Ordinance and
refuses to vacate the business and is not covered by one of the exemptions, the
business shall promptly notify a Public Safety Officer or the Folly Beach Public Safety
Dispatch office. If a business complies with this provision by posting the notice and
informing Public Safety of a failure to comply, the business will not be in violation of
this Emergency Ordinance as a result of the action of the noncomplying customer.
4.
If a customer is excluded from requiring a Face Covering pursuant to
Section 10 of this Emergency Ordinance, the business may choose to offer curbside
service, provide home delivery, or use some other reasonable measure to deliver its
goods or services.
5.
Businesses are strongly encouraged to follow all CDC and industry
guidelines on face coverings, social distancing, occupancy, and sanitation procedures.
Businesses are encouraged to not hold any events that may create situations where
occupancy limits are exceeded, or social distancing is not possible. Art villages,
famers markets, and other vendor-based events must enforce an eight foot separation
between any vendor stations; must provide sanitizer at each vendor station; must
strictly adhere to social distancing guidelines; must strictly adhere to mask
requirements; and may not include any restaurant seating areas as part of art village,
farmers market, and other vendor based events.

SECTION 134.102 Expiration
The requirements of this section shall automatically expire upon the expiration of the State
of Emergency declared by South Carolina Executive Order 2021-07 and any subsequent
extensions thereof.
ADOPTED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Abstains:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading: February 9th, 2021
2nd Reading: March 10th, 2021

Introduced by: Council Member Ray
Date: February 9th, 2021

ORDINANCE 07-21

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 151 (BEACH PRESERVATION AND
CONSTRUCTION PROVISIONS) OF THE FOLLY BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES BY
CREATING SECTION 151.15 (NO SMOKING ON THE BEACH AND AT BEACH ACCESSES)
TO REDUCE A PRIMARY SOURCE OF LITTER ON THE BEACHFRONT.
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

Cigarette butts, other tobacco products, and vaping products are polluting
the beachfront and accesses thereto; and

This pollution has been documented locally by numerous litter cleanups and
beach sweeps; and
Other State, Federal, and Non-Profit sources have further documented the
pollution caused by cigarettes and other smoking products
http://beachapedia.org/Cigarette_Butt_Litter); and
Litter laws exist in the City of Folly Beach but cannot be enforced unless
witnessed; and

The beach is the main economic engine of the City, home to endangered
wildlife, depended upon by residents and visitors for recreation, and reason
for the City’s existence; and
A major source of pollution will be lessened if cigarettes and other smoking
products are removed from the beach and the accesses thereto; and
There is documented evidence that laws regarding smoking on the beach
have reduced litter in other communities including in Wrightsville Beach
(https://www.wwaytv3.com/2016/04/14/wrightsville-beach-sm/).

The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that Folly
Beach Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:
NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:
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SECTION 151.15 NO SMOKING ON THE BEACH AND BEACH ACCESSES
A) Smoking shall be prohibited on the beach and at beach access points.
B) For the purposes of this Chapter smoking shall be defined as the carrying or holding
of a lighted or activated pipe, cigar, cigarette, electronic smoking device, or any
other lighted or activated smoking product or equipment used to burn any tobacco
product, plant, or any other combustible substance. Smoking includes emitting or
exhaling the fumes or vapor of any pipe, cigar, cigarette, electronic smoking device,
or any other lighted smoking equipment used for burning any tobacco product,
plant, or any other combustible substance.
C) No person shall dispose of any cigarette, cigar, tobacco, or smoking product or
equipment or any part thereof, on any beach or beach access point, except in a
designated waste disposal container. Violations hereof are also punishable as
violations of § 151.13, and subject to any criminal, civil or other legal remedies
established by law that may be pursued to address littering and violations of the
municipal code.
D) The Public Safety Department, as well as all code enforcement personnel, shall have
the power to enforce the provisions of this section.
E) A person who smokes in an area where smoking is prohibited by the provisions of
this Ordinance shall be guilty of an infraction, and be subject to a fine of TwentyFive Dollars ($25.00) for the first violation; Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for a second
violation within one year; and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for a third and
subsequent violations within one year.

ADOPTED this 10th day of March, 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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Abstains:

CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading:
Amended:
2nd Amendment:
3rd Amendment:
4th Amendment:
5th Amendment:
6th Amendment:
7th Amendment:

June 29, 2020
July 2, 2020
July 16, 2020
September 8th, 2020
October 13th, 2020
December 8th, 2020
January 12th, 2021
March 10th, 2021

No Second Reading per S.C. Code § 5-7-250

Introduced by:

Mayor Goodwin

Date:

March 10, 2021

ORDINANCE 11-20 (SEVENTH AMENDMENT)

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE EXTENDING PROVISIONS RELATED TO EMERGENCY
MEASURES FOR CITY OPERATIONS AND REQUIRING THAT FACE COVERINGS OR
MASKS BE WORN IN PUBLIC IN THE CITY OF FOLLY BEACH PER ORDINANCE 06-21.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the
following Emergency Ordinance be adopted pursuant to South Carolina Code § 5-7-250:

WHEREAS, it is well recognized that SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes the disease
COVID-19, presents a public health concern that requires extraordinary protective measures
and vigilance; and
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared
COVID-19 a pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States has declared a
National Emergency for the United States and its territories in an effort to reduce the spread
of the virus; and
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) currently has a Level 3 travel
advisory in place that covers the entire world, including the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of South Carolina declared a State of Emergency on March
13, 2020, to enhance the State’s response to the COVID-19 virus’s impact on the State; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Folly Beach declared a State of Emergency within
the City on March 16, 2020, and his proclamation was adopted by City Council on March 20,
2020; and
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WHEREAS, City Council has extended and adopted several versions of a prior
Emergency Ordinance since initial passage, but most restrictions on citizens and visitors
were lifted in early May, in accord with the actions of the State, the County, and most other
municipalities also lifting most restrictions imposed to limit the spread of the pandemic; and
WHEREAS, since the lifting of restrictions, the State, County, and City have seen
continued cases of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, many businesses located on Folly Beach have been closed, opened, and
reclosed due to multiple employees testing positive for the virus; and

WHEREAS, citizens and visitors, particularly within the commercial district of the City
and within its businesses, had a low rate of mask usage and have infrequently engaged in
voluntary social distancing and other actions designed to impede the social transmission of
the virus prior to the enactment of a local mask requirement; and

WHEREAS, the CDC and SCDHEC have repeatedly advised the use of cloth face
coverings to slow the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, face coverings can decrease the spread of respiratory droplets from
people, and evidence has grown, showing in numerous recent studies that the use of face
coverings decreases the spread of COVID-19 within populations; and

WHEREAS, taking measures to control outbreaks minimizes the risk to the public,
maintains, the health and safety of the City’s residents and visitors, and limits the spread of
infection in our communities and within the healthcare delivery system; and
WHEREAS, cases in South Carolina and Charleston County continue to be present; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is imperative to reduce social transmission
in all areas of the City, including the beach; and
WHEREAS, South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster by Executive Order No. 202063 has explicitly urged the counties and municipalities of the state to implement emergency
ordinances, orders, or other methods requiring individuals to wear a Face Covering; and
WHEREAS, Sections 5-7-30 (the “Home Rule Statute”) and 5-7-250 of the South
Carolina Code of Laws, as well as the Governor’s Orders, all empower Council to enact
emergency ordinances affecting life, health, or safety; and

WHEREAS, the South Carolina Attorney General on June 24, 2020 has issued an
opinion that municipalities are authorized to issue ordinances requiring the public use of
masks; and

WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing and in order to protect, preserve, and promote the
general health, safety, and welfare and the peace and order of the community, the City is
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taking steps to try to protect its citizens, employees, and visitors from increased risk of
exposure, City Council of the City of Folly Beach deems it proper and necessary to adopt this
emergency ordinance;

NOW BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED that the following emergency procedures are
hereby adopted and to remain in effect until May 11, 2021, subject to termination or
extension by Council:

1.
Council and the Mayor formally declare a State of Emergency due to a
resurgence in known cases of COVID-19 within the City and surrounding areas. Council also
confirms that the Mayor, or the Mayor Pro Tempore in his absence, can exercise the
emergency powers granted to the Mayor pursuant to City of Folly Beach Ordinance § 35.05.
2.
At the discretion of the Mayor, City Hall is closed and moved to a virtual, phone,
and dropbox operation for business licenses and building permits until further notice. The
Mayor has discretion to open City Hall to transactions that are deemed safe.
3.
City Council members and staff will be authorized during this State of
Emergency to attend meetings of Council, boards, and committees via teleconference at their
discretion.

4.
The public will not be allowed to attend Council, board, or committee
meetings, or any other City meetings, in person. Meetings will still be broadcast. Measures
will be taken to allow the public to submit comments prior to any meeting by emails, which
will be included in the public record of the meeting.
5.
All deadlines imposed by City Ordinance or rule, applicable to the municipality
or any applicant, shall be suspended, during this temporary period.

6.
The City Administrator is authorized to develop and enact a plan in order to
ensure continuity in the delivery of government services in light of the COVID-19 outbreak.
7.
The City Administrator is authorized to cancel and revoke any special events
permits issued prior to the date of this ordinance for events taking place until February 8th,
2021 May 11, 2021.

MASK PROVISIONS (as required by Ordinance 06-21 for the duration of the
South Carolina COVID State of Emergency)
8.
“Face Covering” or “mask” means a cloth, fabric, or other soft or permeable
material, without vents or holes, that securely covers both the mouth and nose and remains
affixed in place without the use of one’s hands. Face Coverings include, but are not limited
to, medical masks, N-95 respirators, face shields, scarves, handmade masks, bandanas, and
neck gaiters such that they securely cover the person’s nose and mouth.
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9.
Every person working, living, visiting, or doing business in the City of Folly
Beach is required to wear a Face Covering while in any indoor or outdoor public place. This
includes but is not limited to:
a.
Inside a building open to the public;
b.
Waiting to enter a building open to the public;
c.
Interacting with other people in outdoor spaces, including, but not
limited to, curbside pickup, delivery, and service calls; and
d.
Walking in public where maintaining a distance of six (6) feet between
other members of public at all times is not possible.
10.

The following persons are exempted from the Face Covering requirement:

a.
Persons under the age of three years old; or
b.
Persons for whom a face covering would cause impairment due to an
existing health condition or disability; or
c.
Persons in personal vehicles; or
d.
Persons while outside and while maintaining a minimum of six (6) feet
from other people, other than members of their household, at all times; or
e.
Customers seated in a restaurant or bar while actively eating or
drinking so long as they maintain a minimum of six (6) feet from other persons in the
establishment, other than members of their households. The server and other front
of the house staff must wear a Face Covering during these interactions; or
f.
Persons alone or with members of their household in an enclosed
space.
g.
Persons acting in compliance with directions of law enforcement
officers.

11.
Businesses are responsible for enforcing this Emergency Ordinance and
subject to the penalties included herein for violations occurring inside of their business,
including outdoor areas, and in public areas wherein customers are dining, eating, or waiting
to be served or seated.
times.

a.

Businesses must require all employees to wear a Face Covering at all

b.
Businesses are required to post a notice in their business visible to
customers entering the business or waiting to enter the business informing
customers that the use of Face Coverings by customers and employees is mandated
by law. Failure to post such a notice is a violation of this Emergency Ordinance.
c.
If a customer refuses to comply with the Emergency Ordinance and
refuses to vacate the business and is not covered by one of the exemptions, the
business shall promptly notify a Public Safety Officer or the Folly Beach Public Safety
Dispatch office. If a business complies with this provision by posting the notice and
informing Public Safety of a failure to comply, the business will not be in violation of
this Emergency Ordinance as a result of the action of the noncomplying customer.
54

d.
If a customer is excluded from requiring a Face Covering pursuant to
Section 10 of this Emergency Ordinance, the business may choose to offer curbside
service, provide home delivery, or use some other reasonable measure to deliver its
goods or services.
e.
Businesses are strongly encouraged to follow all CDC and industry
guidelines on face coverings, social distancing, occupancy, and sanitation procedures.
Businesses are encouraged to not hold any events that may create situations where
occupancy limits are exceeded, or social distancing is not possible. Art villages,
famers markets, and other vendor-based events must enforce an eight foot separation
between any vendor stations; must provide sanitizer at each vendor station; must
strictly adhere to social distancing guidelines; must strictly adhere to mask
requirements; and may not include any restaurant seating areas as part of art village,
farmers market, and other vendor based events.

12. Any failure to comply with this Emergency Ordinance, including efforts to
circumvent this ordinance, may be penalized a) as a civil infraction fine of $100.00. Each day
of a continuing violation shall be considered a separate and distinct offense. Such infractions
may be issued by the City’s licensing official, code enforcement officers, or public safety
officers. Appeals of such infractions shall be heard by the City’s hearing officer in accord with
the provisions of Section 110.18, or b) in addition to the fines established in this section,
three (3) violations of this Emergency Ordinance by a licensed business may result in
suspension or revocation of the business license pursuant to provisions of Section 110.17 of
the City of Folly Beach Code of Ordinances, or c) as a violation of S.C. Code Section 16-7-10
(Illegal acts during state of emergency, or d) any other penalties provided by City or State
law, including penalties granted pursuant to Executive Orders issued by the South Carolina
Governor. In addition, the Governor has authorized cities to seek an injunction, mandamus,
or other appropriate legal action in the courts of the State to enforce orders.
13. During the term of this Emergency Ordinance, any ordinance, resolution, policy,
or bylaw of the City that conflicts with the provisions hereof shall be and is hereby suspended
and superseded.

14. Should any provision, section, paragraph, sentence or word of this Emergency
Ordinance be rendered or declared invalid by any final court action in a court of competent
jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the remaining provisions, sections,
paragraphs, sentences, or words of this Emergency Ordinance as hereby adopted shall
remain in full force and effect.

15. This Emergency Ordinance shall take effect at noon the day after its adoption by
City Council.
16. All measures taken herein are subject to modification, repeal, or additional
restrictions as required by changes in the pandemic, including increased incidence, rate of
spread in the Charleston region, and rate of compliance.
17. Statewide price gouging rules are in effect for all businesses and shall be enforced.
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18. This emergency ordinance shall be terminated or extended by the issuance of
another ordinance or shall automatically expire on February 8th, 2021 May 11, 2021.

AMENDED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

Abstains:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading: March 10th, 2021
2nd Reading:

ORDINANCE 09-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 118 (COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY ON PUBLIC
PROPERTY) SECTION 118.03 (COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY ON THE PUBLIC BEACH) BY
CLARIFYING THE DEADLINE TO RECEIVE ALL FRANCHISE FEE PAYMENTS.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the
Folly Beach Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:
NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:

SECTION 118.03 COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY ON THE PUBLIC BEACH.
(A) There are hereby designated two sections of the public beach, Section One and
Section Two. No commercial activity is permitted in Section One or Section Two of the
public beach except as expressly provided for herein.
(1) Section One is the area between 3rd West and 3rd East. The commercial activities
allowed within Section One are as follows:
(a) Beach chair and umbrella rentals provided by vendors operating under a
franchise agreement with the city. No more than two franchises shall be allowed.
(b) Personal watercraft rental vendors operating under a franchise agreement with
the city. No more than one franchise shall be allowed. Personal watercraft rentals which
shall meet the following standards:
1. The franchisee shall possess on-site proof of current registration (certificate of
numbers) for each personal watercraft (PWC).
2. All employees shall be CPR certified, and the franchisee shall have an automated
external defibrillator ("AED") on site. The vendor shall also have a safety plan in
coordination with Charleston County Parks and Recreation lifeguards.
3. The vendor shall have one CPR certified employee with no additional
responsibilities than to watch the watercraft from shore.
4. Watercraft shall be kept in safe working condition.
5. Failure to adhere to these standards will result in revocation of the franchise
agreement and business license.
(2) Section Two is the balance of the public beach. The commercial activities allowed
within Section Two are as follows:
(a) Beach chair and umbrella rentals provided by vendors operating under a
franchise agreement with the city. No more than two franchises shall be allowed.
(b) Surf and paddleboard lessons and camps.
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1. Surf and paddleboard lessons are limited to a maximum of five students. Lessons
do not require a franchise agreement but must obtain permission from City Council and a
business license annually. Permission from City Council will only be considered if proof of
the safety standards and certifications of division (A)(2)(b)3. is presented to Council.
Lessons must occur outside of Section One and the washout (1500 block) and do not have
exclusive right to any section of the beach.
2. Surf and paddleboard camps involving more than five students must have a
franchise agreement with the city. There will be a maximum of four surf camp franchises
per year on the beach and two paddleboard camp franchises, with location determined by
city staff in coordination with franchise holder. Camps must not exceed 40 students and
can only operate between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Camps must comply with the
safety standards and certifications of division (A)(2)(b)3.
3. All surf and paddleboard lessons and camps must adhere to the following safety
standards.
a. Lessons and camps must have one instructor for every five students.
b. At least one instructor per ten students must be lifeguard, CPR, and first aid
certified, with current certifications on file with the city. This certification requirement also
applies to lessons, classes, and camps having less than ten students. There must be a first
aid kit on site.
c. Each provider must carry liability insurance of at least $1,000,000 that names
the City of Folly Beach as an additional insured.
d. Lesson and camp providers may not advertise on the beach, but franchise
holders may have a tent no larger than ten feet by ten feet that includes the provider's
name, logo, and contact information.
e. Failure to adhere to these standards will result in revocation of the franchise
agreement and business license.
(B) Weddings and photography activities are allowed in Section One and Section Two
and do not require a franchise agreement or City Council approval, but do require a current
business license. However, these activities shall not interfere with the activities of
approved franchisees.
(C) City Council may approve other lessons, classes, camps, or additional commercial
activities in Section One or Section Two.
(D) A business license and all franchise fees as denoted in Section 118.04 shall be paid
and obtained by the business license application deadline as specified in Section 110.04 (C)
before any commercial activity is conducted on the public beach.
(Ord. 29-19, passed 9-10-19) Penalty, see § 118.99

SECTION 118.04 FRANCHISE AGREEMENTS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY.
(A) City Council is authorized to enter into franchise agreements with vendors on public
property pursuant to state law which allows municipalities and counties to franchise public
property to private concerns.
(B) The minimum bid amount shall be determined by City Council prior to publication of
the request for bids. City Council may also require vendors to pay a percentage of their
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gross proceeds in addition to the amounts bid. The award of a franchise to a vendor shall be
determined through the competitive bid process using the criteria set forth in § 36.17.
(C) (1) Each of the approved vendors shall enter into up to a five-year franchise
agreement with the city, with City Council having the option to extend the franchise for up
to an additional five years with an extension fee and/or re-negotiated franchise fee as set
by Council if the extension is in the best interest of the city.
(2) Franchise agreements are contracts between the city and vendors. Once the terms
and conditions have been negotiated, the agreements shall be placed on the City Council
agenda for approval. Upon approval, the Mayor or Mayor's designee shall execute the
agreements on behalf of the city.
(D) All vendors shall be restricted to staying within the areas of operation designated in
the franchise agreements, except the personal watercraft vendors who shall be allowed to
leave its designated location to launch personal watercraft in its assigned lane. In no other
circumstances shall any vendor be mobile or allowed to operate outside his or her
designated area. Vendors shall also be limited to the type of business set forth in the
awarded bid. Vendors shall not vary or expand the services or products offered without renegotiating the contract and without permission from City Council.
(E) Business types may not be combined for the bidding process. A vendor, however,
may bid on two of the same types of franchise in the same area of public property.
(F) Vendors shall be responsible for clearing trash, debris, and any equipment from
assigned areas as more fully set forth in the franchise agreement daily. Storage of
equipment is permitted in unobtrusive containers approved by the Code Enforcement
Officer as to location and appearance, or as negotiated in the franchise agreement. In the
event of a tropical storm or hurricane, all storage boxes, equipment, or any other items
used in the transaction of business must be removed 24 hours prior to forecasted landfall
within 100 miles of Folly Beach. The Code Enforcement Officer has the power to require
removal in his or her discretion based on other adverse weather conditions or tidal events.
(G) Franchise agreements shall not be sold or assigned to another vendor.
(H) Any violation of the above or violation of terms and conditions of the franchise
agreement shall result in the revocation of the franchise agreement and vendor's business
license. The City License Official shall send a written notice of the revocation to the vendor
by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested and delivery restricted to the
addressee. The vendor shall have ten business days from the receipt of said notice to
submit a written Notice of Appeal to the Municipal Clerk of Council.
(I) Upon timely receipt of a notice of appeal of a revocation of a franchise agreement and
business license, the Municipal Clerk of Council shall notify the Mayor or the Mayor's
designee, and the item shall be placed on the agenda of the next regular City Council
meeting whose agenda has not already closed. The Municipal Clerk of Council shall notify
the applicant of the date and time of the hearing. A special meeting of City Council may be
called in order to address the hearing of the appeal.
(J) On the date of the hearing, the City Council shall hear the appeal and shall determine
whether a cause for revocation of the franchise agreement and business license exists. The
Council may deny the appeal if it finds that cause for revocation exists.
(Ord. 29-19, passed 9-10-19) Penalty, see § 118.99
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ADOPTED this ________ day of______________ 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

Abstains:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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City of Folly Beach
21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Date: March 10th, 2021
Topic: Clarification on Franchise Fee Payments
Mayor and Council,

Franchise holders are required to pay annually: a business license, a franchise fee set at bid award,
and 4% of the gross receipts reported on the business license application. Currently, only the
business license has firm due date set by Ordinance. During her 2021 review of franchise payments
as Business License Official, Ms. Springs discovered that some franchises previously delayed
payment of either/or the franchise fee and 4% until later in the year. This delay caused difficulties
in tracking payments for compliance. She and Ms. Watkins proposed the fix included in Ordinance
09-21 and I agree with their recommendation. As written, this amendment will codify a
requirement that all three fees are paid at once. This will simplify the record keeping and
compliance monitoring. Also, by passing in early 2021, all businesses will have a full year to prepare
for the payment in 2022.
Thank you,

Aaron Pope
City Administrator
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:

ORDINANCE 10-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 152 (FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION) OF THE FOLLY
BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES BY INCREASING THE FREEBOARD FROM 2’ TO 4’ AND
REGULATING SHADED X AND X ZONES DUE TO THE CHANGE OF THE FLOOD INSURANCE
RATE MAPS AND OVERALL DROP IN BASE FLOOD ELEVATIONS THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF
FOLLY BEACH.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the Folly Beach
Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:

NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:

CHAPTER 152: FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION
SECTION 152.05 DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE.
(1) Structures that are located on the same parcel as the principal structure and the use
of which is incidental to the use of the principal structure. ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
should constitute a minimal investment, may not be used for human habitation, and be
designed to have minimal flood damage potential. Examples of ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
are detached garages, cabanas, carports, storage sheds, other similar uses.
(a) In special flood hazard areas other than coastal high hazard areas (Zones A, AE,
AH, AO and A1-30), they are not larger than one-story and 600 square feet in area. Walls
must have openings in compliance with § 152.265.
(b) In coastal high hazard areas (Zones V, VE, V1-30 and VO), they are not larger than
100 square feet and in compliance with Article IV.F.
(c) Anchored to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement.
(d) Flood damage resistant materials used below the base design flood elevation in
accordance with Technical Bulletin 2, Flood Damage Resistant Materials Requirement.
(e) Mechanical, electrical, and utility equipment comply with the requirements of §
152.265.
(f) ACCESSORY STRUCTURES shall be designed to have low flood damage potential.
(2) ACCESSORY STRUCTURES shall be constructed and placed on the building site so as
to offer the minimum resistance to the flow of floodwaters.
…
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COASTAL HIGH HAZARD AREA. An area if in a special flood hazard extending from
offshore to the inland limit of a primary frontal dune along an open coast and any other
area subject to high velocity wave action from storms or seismic sources.
COMMUNITY DETERMINED BFE. To be used when BFE is not determined on the FIRM. In
AO Zones, flood depth is used as BFE. In zones without a BFE or flood depth established
(usually Shaded X and X Zones), BFE is Highest Adjacent Grade (HAG).
CRITICAL DEVELOPMENT. Development that is critical to the community's public health
and safety is essential to the orderly functioning of a community, stores or produces highly
volatile, toxic or water-reactive materials, or houses occupants that may be insufficiently
mobile to avoid loss of life or injury. Examples of CRITICAL DEVELOPMENT include jails,
hospitals, schools, fire stations, nursing homes, wastewater treatment facilities, water
plants, and gas/oil/propane storage facilities.
DEVELOPMENT. Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including,
but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving,
excavating, drilling operations or permanent storage of materials or equipment.
DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION: base flood elevation plus freeboard requirement, or
community determined base flood elevation plus freeboard requirement.
…
FREEBOARD. A factor of safety usually expressed in feet above a flood level for purposes
of flood plain management intended to compensate for the many unknown factors that
could contribute to flood heights greater than the height calculated for a selected size flood
and floodway conditions, such as wave action, bridge openings, and the hydrological effect
of urbanization of the watershed. The freeboard requirement also applies to utilities. The
freeboard requirement for the City of Folly Beach is two four feet above BFE or community
determined base flood elevation.
FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USE. A facility which cannot be used for its intended
purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or
port facility necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding,
ship repair or seafood processing facilities. The term does not include long-term storage,
manufacture, sales or service facilities.
HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE. The highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to
construction, next to the proposed walls foundation of a structure.
HISTORIC STRUCTURE. Any structure that is:
(1) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained
by the Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior
as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;
(2) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as
contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district
preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;
(3) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or
(4) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with
historic preservation programs that have been certified either:
(a) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior; or
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(b) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.
INCREASED COST OF COMPLIANCE (ICC). Applies to all new and renewed flood insurance
policies effective on and after June 1, 1997. The NFIP shall enable the purchase of insurance
to cover the cost of compliance with land use and control measures established under
Section 1316. It provides coverage for the payment of a claim to help pay for the cost to
comply with state or community floodplain management laws or ordinances after a flood
event in which a building has been declared substantially or repetitively damaged.
LIMITED STORAGE. An area used for storage and intended to be limited to incidental
items that can withstand exposure to the elements and have low flood damage potential.
Such an area must be of flood resistant or breakaway material, void of utilities except for
essential lighting and cannot be temperature controlled. If the area is located below the
base flood elevation in an A, AE and A1-A30, V, VE and V1-V30 zone it must meet the
requirements of Article IV.A.4 of this chapter. If the area is located below the base flood
elevation in a V, VE and V1-V30 zone it must meet the requirements of Article IV.F of this
chapter.
…
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA: See “Area of Special Flood Hazard”
…
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT.
(1) Any combination of repairs, reconstruction, alteration or improvements to a
building, taking place during a ten-year period, in which the cumulative cost equals or
exceeds 50% of the market value of the building prior to the first instance of repairs,
reconstruction, alterations, or improvements.
(2) The market value of the building must be provided by a SC Certified appraiser
certified by the state prior to the start of the initial repair or improvement. For
improvements being made after damage, the market value shall be the value of the building
prior to the damage occurring. If a certified appraisal is not available the assessed value as
assigned by Charleston County Assessor’s Office maybe used.
(3) Code violations repairs and corrections identified that are the minimum necessary
to assure safe living conditions and have been recorded by the Building Official prior to the
start of an improvement may be permitted separately and excluded from the substantial
improvement calculation. (per FEMA P-758, 4.4.2)
(4) The ten-year period shall not be waived in the event repairs, reconstruction,
alteration, or improvements to a building are required as an act of God, natural disaster or
other actions beyond the control of the property owner.

FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION

SECTION 152.25 GENERAL STANDARDS.
In all areas of special flood hazard within the City Limits of Folly Beach, all permits for
new construction and substantial improvement must be reviewed to determine whether
proposed structures will be reasonably safe from flooding. Permits will be reviewed to
ensure that all necessary permits have been received from those governmental agencies
from which approval is required by federal or state law, including section 404 of the
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Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1334 and that no
adverse impact occurs during the development process as authorized by 44 CFR 59 and 60.
Additionally, the following provisions are required:
(A) New construction and substantial improvements shall be anchored to prevent
flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the structure.
(B) (1) Manufactured homes shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral
movement.
(2) Methods of anchoring may include, but are not limited to use of over-the-top or
frame ties to ground anchors.
(3) This standard shall be in addition to and consistent with applicable state
requirements for resisting wind forces.
(C) New construction and substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials
and utility equipment resistant to flood damage.
(D) New construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods and
practices that minimize flood damage.
(E) Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing, air conditioning equipment and other
service facilities shall be designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or
accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding to the base level plus
two feet design flood elevation (DFE).
(F) New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or
eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the system.
(G) New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or
eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the systems and discharges from the systems into
flood waters.
(H) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located and constructed to avoid impairment
to them or contamination from them during flooding.
(I) Any alteration, repair, reconstruction or improvements to a structure which is in
compliance with the provisions of this chapter, shall meet the requirements of “new
construction,” as contained in this chapter.
(J) Noncompliant buildings or uses may not be enlarged, replaced, or rebuilt unless such
enlargement or reconstruction is accomplished in conformance with the provisions of this
chapter. Provided, however, nothing in this chapter shall prevent the repair, of an existing
building or structure located totally or partially within the floodway, provided that the bulk
of the building or structure below base flood elevation in the floodway is not increased and
provided that such repair meets all of the other requirements of this chapter.
(K) All new and substantially improved critical development shall be elevated to the
500-year flood elevation or be elevated to the highest known historical flood elevation
(where records are available), whichever is greater. If no data exists establishing the 500year flood elevation or the highest known historical flood elevation, the applicant shall
provide a hydrologic and hydraulic engineering analysis that generates 500-year flood
elevation data.
(L) All gas or liquid storage tanks, either located above ground or buried, shall be
anchored to prevent floatation and lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and
hydrostatic loads.
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(M) All new construction and substantial improvements must meet the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements including specific ADA requirements for construction
in the floodplain. The ADA shall not be used as justification for the issuance of a variance or
otherwise waiving floodplain construction requirements. The cost of applicable ADA
improvements shall be included in calculating the threshold of substantial improvement.
(N) Elevated buildings.
(1) New construction and substantial improvements of elevated buildings that include
fully enclosed areas formed by foundation and other exterior walls below the base design
flood elevation shall be designed to preclude finished living space and designed to allow for
the entry and exit of floodwaters to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on
exterior walls.
(2) Designs for complying with this requirement must either be certified by a
professional engineer or architect or meet the following minimum criteria:
(a) Provide a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one
square inch for every square foot of enclosed area below the design flood elevation;
(b) The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above the higher of
the interior or exterior grade immediately under the opening;
(c) Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves or other coverings or
devices provided they permit the automatic flow of floodwaters in both directions;
(d) Only the portions of openings that are below the base design flood elevation
(DFE) can be counted towards the required net open area, and;
(e) Fill placed around foundation walls must be graded so that the grade inside the
enclosed area is equal to or higher than the adjacent grade outside the building on at least
one side of the building.
(3) Electrical, plumbing, and other utility connections are prohibited below the design
flood elevation except that one wet location switch and/or outlet connected to a ground
fault interrupt breaker may be installed below the required lowest floor elevation.
(4) Access to the enclosed area shall be the minimum necessary to allow for parking of
vehicles (garage door) or limited storage of maintenance equipment used in connection
with the premises (standard exterior door) or entry to the living area (stairway or
elevator).
(5) The interior portion of the enclosed area shall not be partitioned or finished into
separate rooms.
(6) Prior to receiving a permit to construct or renovate a structure in the flood plain,
the owner must sign and file with the Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance a
non-conversion agreement, which promises not to improve, finish, or otherwise convert
the area below the area below BFE DFE and grants community officials the right to inspect
the enclosed area. The non-conversion agreement shall be of a form determined by the
Building Official.
(7) Hydrodynamic pressure must be considered in the design of any foundation system
where velocity waters or the potential for debris flow exists. If flood velocities are
excessive (greater than five feet per second), foundation systems other than solid
foundations walls should be considered so that obstructions to damaging flood flows are
minimized.
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(8) All construction materials below the required lowest floor elevation shall be of
flood resistant materials.
(9) All new construction and substantial improvements shall be located landward of
the OCRM Baseline as well as comply with all applicable Department of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC) Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) setback
requirements.
(10) All buildings shall be elevated so that the bottom of the lowest supporting
horizontal member (excluding pilings or columns) and any associated utilities are is
located no lower than the design flood elevation.
(a) Open lattice work or decorative screening may be permitted for aesthetic
purposes only and must be designed to wash away in the event of abnormal wave action
and in accordance with division (O)(8) below.
(b) Breakaway (solid) walls may be permitted, provided that they are designed to
break away from columns or pilings at a maximum horizontal pressure of 20 pounds per
square foot applied to the projected area, leaving columns or pilings intact, but shall not
breakaway at less than a horizontal pressure of 15 pounds per square foot on the projected
area.
1. Breakaway construction design shall be certified by a registered South Carolina
architect or engineer and a certificate verifying the same shall be submitted upon
completion of construction. Final inspection approval shall be withheld until this
certification is received.
2. No plumbing pipes, gas pipes, electrical wires or other equipment shall be run or
mounted on or in the breakaway wall or in any way impede or prevent the wall from
breaking away under the designated load.
3. Solid breakaway walls shall be allowed only for added security for the storage of a
homeowner’s personal belongings and shall not in any way be incorporated as living space
or designed as part of the structure used for human habitation and must be vented per
section 152.25 (N). The Building Official shall at all times be allowed right of entry for
inspection purposes to ascertain that the area behind the breakaway walls are used for no
other purpose other than storage.
4. Secondary breakaway wall enclosures shall not exceed 299 square feet.
5. Only flood resistant materials shall be used below the required flood elevation.
One wet location switch and/or outlet connected to a ground fault interrupt breaker may
be installed below the required lowest floor elevation.
(11) All buildings or structures shall be securely anchored on pilings or columns.
(12) All piles and columns and the structures attached thereto shall be anchored to
resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement due to the effect of wind and water loads
acting simultaneously on all building components. Water loading values shall equal or
exceed the base flood. Wind loading values shall be in accordance with Standard Building
Code, current edition.
(13) A registered professional engineer or architect shall certify that the design,
specifications and plans for construction are in compliance with the provisions contained
in §152.25(O) above.
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(14) There shall be no fill used as structural support. Non-compacted fill may be used
around the perimeter of a building for landscaping/aesthetic purposes provided the fill will
wash out from storm surge, (thereby rendering the building free of obstruction) prior to
generating excessive loading forces, ramping effects, or wave deflection. The Building
Official shall approve design plans for landscaping/aesthetic fill only after the applicant has
provided an analysis by an engineer, architect and/or soil scientist, which demonstrates
that the following factors have been fully considered:
(a) Particle composition of fill material does not have a tendency for excessive natural
compaction;
(b) Volume and distribution of fill will not cause wave deflection to adjacent
properties; and
(c) Slope of fill will not cause wave run-up or ramping.
(15) There shall be no alteration of sand dunes which would increase potential flood
damage.
(16) Lattice work or decorative screening shall be allowed below the base design flood
elevation provided it is not part of the structural support of the building and is designed to
break away under abnormally high tides or wave action without damage to the structural
integrity of the building on which it is to be used and further provided that at least 60% of
the area is void and evenly distributed throughout and located between piles or columns
and meets all other requirements under this section.
(17) If aesthetic lattice work or screening (breakaway walls) are utilized, the enclosed
space shall not be designed to be useable for human habitation but shall be designed to be
useable only for parking of vehicles, building access or limited storage of maintenance
equipment used in connection with the premises.
(18) Prior to construction, plans for any structures that will have breakaway walls
must be submitted to the Building Official for approval.
(19) Any alteration, repair, reconstruction or improvement to a structure shall not
enclose the space below the lowest floor except with lattice work or decorative screening,
as provided for in divisions (O)(8) and (O)(9) above.
(20) Prohibit the placement of manufactured homes (mobile homes), except in an
existing manufactured homes (mobile homes) park or subdivision. A replacement
manufactured home may be placed on a lot in an existing manufactured home park or
subdivision provided the anchoring standards of § 152.25(B) and the elevation standards
of division (A) above are met.
(21) Accessory structures, below the required lowest floor elevation are prohibited in
V-zones except for the following:
(a) Swimming pools which:
1. Must be installed at-grade or elevated so long as the pool will not act as an
obstruction.
2. Must be structurally independent of the building and its foundation.
3. May be placed beneath a coastal building only if the top of the pool and any
accompanying decking or walkway are flush with the existing grade and only if the lower
area remains unenclosed.
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4. Must be part of the certification process for V-zone buildings by which a design
professional must consider the effects that any of these elements will have on the building
in question and any nearby buildings.
(b) Access stairs attached to or beneath an elevated building which:
1. Must be constructed of flood-resistant materials.
2. Must be constructed as open staircases so they do not block flow under the
structure.
(c) Decks as follows:
1. If the deck is structurally attached to a building then the bottom of the lowest
horizontal member must be at or above the elevation of the building’s lowest horizontal
member.
2. If the deck is to be built below the DFE then it must be structurally independent of
the main building and must not cause an obstruction.
3. If an at-grade, structurally independent deck is proposed then a design
professional must evaluate the design to determine if it will adversely affect the building
and nearby buildings.
(22) Parking areas should be located on a stable grade under or landward of a
structure. Any parking surface shall consist of gravel or aggregate.
(23) Electrical, ventilation, plumbing, heating and air conditioning equipment
(including ductwork), and other service facilities shall be designed and/or located so as to
prevent water from entering or accumulating within the components during conditions of
the design flood elevation. This requirement does not exclude the installation of outdoor
faucets for shower heads, sinks, hoses, etc., as long as cut off devices and back flow
prevention devices are installed to prevent contamination to the service components and
thereby minimize any flood damages to the building. No utilities or components shall be
attached to breakaway walls.
(`95 Code, § 5-4-18) (Am. Ord. 05-97, passed 4-1-97; Am. Ord. 24-99, passed 9-14-99; Am.
Ord. 01-00, passed 2-22-00; Am. Ord. 22-16, passed 9-13-16; Am. Ord. 21-17, passed 7-1117; Am. Ord. 08-19, passed 2-11-19; Am. Ord. 04-21, passed 1-22-21)
SECTION 152.26 SPECIFIC STANDARDS.
In all areas of special flood hazard where base flood elevation data has been provided
within the City Limits of Folly Beach, as set forth in §§ 152.07 or 150.20, the following
provisions are required:
(A) Residential construction.
(1) New construction and substantial improvement of any residential building (or
manufactured home) shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated no lower
than two feet above the base flood elevation the design flood elevation (DFE).
(2) Should solid foundation perimeter walls be used to elevate a structure, openings
sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movements of flood water shall be provided in
accordance with standards of § 152.41.
(B) Nonresidential construction.
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(1) New construction and substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial, or
non-residential building (or manufactured home) shall have the lowest floor, including
basement, elevated no lower than two feet above the base flood elevation the design flood
elevation (DFE). Commercial buildings located in all A-zones may be floodproofed in lieu of
being elevated provided that all areas of the building below the required elevation are
water tight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and use structural
components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the
effect of buoyancy. A flood proofing certificate must be submitted to the Building Official
certified by a licensed South Carolina architect or engineer prior to occupation of the
structure.
(2) A registered professional engineer or architect shall certify that the standards of
this subsection are satisfied. The certification shall be provided to the official as set forth in
§ 152.41.
(3) This section does not raise the height restriction.
(4) Structures that are floodproofed are required to have an approved maintenance
plan with an annual review. The local floodplain administrator must approve the
maintenance plan and be provided with a notification of the annual review.
(C) Elevated buildings.
(1) New construction and substantial improvements of elevated buildings that include
fully enclosed areas formed by foundation and other exterior walls below the base flood
elevation shall be designed to preclude finished living space and designed to allow for the
entry and exit of floodwaters to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior
walls.
(2) Designs for complying with this requirement must either be certified by a
professional engineer or architect or meet the following minimum criteria:
(a) Provide a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one
square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding;
(b) The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above the higher of
the interior or exterior grade immediately under the opening; and
(c) Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves or other coverings or
devices provided they permit the automatic flow of floodwaters in both directions.
(d) Only the portions of openings that are below the base flood elevation (BFE) can be
counted towards the required net open area.
(e) Fill placed around foundation walls must be graded so that the grade inside the
enclosed area is equal to or higher than the adjacent grade outside the building on at least
one side of the building.
(3) Electrical, plumbing and other utility connections are prohibited below the base
flood elevation except that one wet location switch and/or outlet connected to a ground
fault interrupt breaker may be installed below the required lowest floor elevation.
(4) Access to the enclosed area shall be the minimum necessary to allow for parking of
vehicles (garage door) or limited storage of maintenance equipment used in connection
with the premises (standard exterior door) or entry to the living area (stairway or
elevator).
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(5) The interior portion of the enclosed area shall not be partitioned or finished into
separate rooms.
(6) Prior to receiving a permit to construct or renovate a structure in the flood plain,
the owner must sign and file with the Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance a
non-conversion agreement, which promises not to improve, finish, or otherwise convert
the area below the area below BFE and grants community officials the right to inspect the
enclosed area. The non-conversion agreement shall be of a form determined by the
Building Official.
(7) Hydrodynamic pressure must be considered in the design of any foundation system
where velocity waters or the potential for debris flow exists. If flood velocities are
excessive (greater than five feet per second), foundation systems other than solid
foundations walls should be considered so that obstructions to damaging flood flows are
minimized.
(8) All construction materials below the required lowest floor elevation shall be of
flood resistant materials.
(D C) Standards for manufactured homes and recreational vehicles.
(1) All manufactured homes placed or substantially improved on individual lots or
parcels, in expansions to existing manufactured home parks or subdivisions, or in
substantially improved manufactured home parks or subdivisions, must meet all the
requirements for new construction, including elevation and anchoring.
(2) All manufactured homes placed or substantially improved in an existing
manufactured home park or subdivision must be elevated so that:
(a) The lowest floor of the manufactured home is elevated no lower than two feet
above the base flood elevation the design flood elevation (DFE);
(b) The manufactured home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other
foundation elements of at least an equivalent strength, of no less than 36 inches in height
above grade;
(c) The manufactured home must be securely anchored to the adequately anchored
foundation system to resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement, and;
(d) In an existing manufactured home park or subdivision on which a manufactured
home has incurred “substantial damage” as the result of a flood, any manufactured home
placed or substantially improved must meet the standards of § 152.41.
(3) All recreational vehicles placed on sites must either:
(a) Be fully licensed and ready for highway use;
(b) Meet all the requirements for new construction, including anchoring and
elevation requirements of division (A) above, and;
(c) A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking
system, is attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security devices
and has no permanently attached structures.
(E D) Floodways. Located within areas of special flood hazard established in § 152.07,
are areas designated as floodways. Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due
to the velocity of flood waters which carry debris, potential projectiles and has erosion
potential, the following provisions shall apply:
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(1) Prohibit encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements
and other developments unless certification (with supporting technical data) by a
registered professional engineer is provided demonstrating that encroachments shall not
result in any increase in flood levels during occurrence of the base flood discharge;
(2) If division (E D)(1) above is satisfied, all new construction and substantial
improvements shall comply with all applicable flood hazard reduction provisions of §
152.25.
(3) Prohibit the placement of manufactured homes (mobile homes), except in an
existing manufactured home (mobile homes) park or subdivision. A replacement
manufactured home may be placed on a lot in an existing manufactured home park or
subdivision provided the anchoring standards of § 152.25 and the elevation standards of
division (D C) above and the encroachment standards of this division (E D) are met.
(F) Coastal high hazard areas (V Zones) and Coastal A Zones (all other SFHA). Located
within the areas of special flood hazard established in § 152.07, are areas designated as
coastal high hazard areas. These areas have special flood hazards associated with wave
action and potential scouring, therefore, the following provisions shall apply:
(1) All new construction and substantial improvements shall be located landward of
the OCRM Baseline as well as comply with all applicable Department of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC) Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) setback
requirements.
(2) All buildings shall be elevated so that the bottom of the lowest supporting
horizontal member (excluding pilings or columns) and any associated utilities are is
located no lower than the base flood elevation level plus the freeboard requirement.
(a) Open lattice work or decorative screening may be permitted for aesthetic
purposes only and must be designed to wash away in the event of abnormal wave action
and in accordance with division (F)(8) below.
(b) Breakaway (solid) walls may be permitted, provided that they are designed to
break away from columns or pilings at a maximum horizontal pressure of 20 pounds per
square foot applied to the projected area, leaving columns or pilings intact, but shall not
breakaway at less than a horizontal pressure of 15 pounds per square foot on the projected
area.
1. Breakaway construction design shall be certified by a registered South Carolina
architect or engineer and a certificate verifying the same shall be submitted upon
completion of construction. Final inspection approval shall be withheld until this
certification is received.
2. No plumbing pipes, gas pipes, electrical wires or other equipment shall be run or
mounted on or in the breakaway wall or in any way impede or prevent the wall from
breaking away under the designated load.
3. Solid breakaway walls shall be allowed only for added security for the storage of a
homeowner’s personal belongings and shall not in any way be incorporated as living space
or designed as part of the structure used for human habitation and must be vented per §
152.26(C). The Building Official shall at all times be allowed right of entry for inspection
purposes to ascertain that the area behind the breakaway walls are used for no other
purpose other than storage.
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4. Secondary breakaway wall enclosures shall not exceed 299 square feet.
5. Only flood resistant materials shall be used below the required flood elevation.
One wet location switch and/or outlet connected to a ground fault interrupt breaker may
be installed below the required lowest floor elevation.
(3) All buildings or structures shall be securely anchored on pilings or columns.
(4) All piles and columns and the structures attached thereto shall be anchored to
resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement due to the effect of wind and water loads
acting simultaneously on all building components. Water loading values shall equal or
exceed the base flood. Wind loading values shall be in accordance with Standard Building
Code, current edition.
(5) A registered professional engineer or architect shall certify that the design,
specifications and plans for construction are in compliance with the provisions contained
in § 152.26(F) above.
(6) There shall be no fill used as structural support. Non-compacted fill may be used
around the perimeter of a building for landscaping/aesthetic purposes provided the fill will
wash out from storm surge, (thereby rendering the building free of obstruction) prior to
generating excessive loading forces, ramping effects, or wave deflection. The Building
Official shall approve design plans for landscaping/aesthetic fill only after the applicant has
provided an analysis by an engineer, architect and/or soil scientist, which demonstrates
that the following factors have been fully considered:
(a) Particle composition of fill material does not have a tendency for excessive natural
compaction;
(b) Volume and distribution of fill will not cause wave deflection to adjacent
properties; and
(c) Slope of fill will not cause wave run-up or ramping.
(7) There shall be no alteration of sand dunes which would increase potential flood
damage.
(8) Lattice work or decorative screening shall be allowed below the base flood
elevation provided it is not part of the structural support of the building and is designed to
break away under abnormally high tides or wave action without damage to the structural
integrity of the building on which it is to be used and further provided that at least 60% of
the area is void and evenly distributed throughout and located between piles or columns
and meets all other requirements under this section.
(9) If aesthetic lattice work or screening (breakaway walls) are utilized, the enclosed
space shall not be designed to be useable for human habitation but shall be designed to be
useable only for parking of vehicles, building access or limited storage of maintenance
equipment used in connection with the premises.
(10) Prior to construction, plans for any structures that will have breakaway walls
must be submitted to the Building Official for approval.
(11) Any alteration, repair, reconstruction or improvement to a structure shall not
enclose the space below the lowest floor except with lattice work or decorative screening,
as provided for in divisions (F)(8) and (F)(9) above.
(12) Prohibit the placement of manufactured homes (mobile homes), except in an
existing manufactured homes (mobile homes) park or subdivision. A replacement
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manufactured home may be placed on a lot in an existing manufactured home park or
subdivision provided the anchoring standards of § 152.25(B) and the elevation standards
of division (A) above are met.
(13) Accessory structures, below the required lowest floor elevation are prohibited in
V-zones except for the following:
(a) Swimming pools which:
1. Must be installed at-grade or elevated so long as the pool will not act as an
obstruction.
2. Must be structurally independent of the building and its foundation.
3. May be placed beneath a coastal building only if the top of the pool and any
accompanying decking or walkway are flush with the existing grade and only if the lower
area remains unenclosed.
4. Must be part of the certification process for V-zone buildings by which a design
professional must consider the effects that any of these elements will have on the building
in question and any nearby buildings.
(b) Access stairs attached to or beneath an elevated building which:
1. Must be constructed of flood-resistant materials.
2. Must be constructed as open staircases so they do not block flow under the
structure.
(c) Decks as follows:
1. If the deck is structurally attached to a building then the bottom of the lowest
horizontal member must be at or above the elevation of the buildings lowest horizontal
member.
2. If the deck is to be built below the BFE then it must be structurally independent of
the main building and must not cause an obstruction.
3. If an at-grade, structurally independent deck is proposed then a design
professional must evaluate the design to determine if it will adversely affect the building
and nearby buildings.
(14) Parking areas should be located on a stable grade under or landward of a
structure. Any parking surface shall consist of gravel or aggregate.
(15) Electrical, ventilation, plumbing, heating and air conditioning equipment
(including ductwork), and other service facilities shall be designed and/or located so as to
prevent water from entering or accumulating within the components during conditions of
base flood event plus two feet. This requirement does not exclude the installation of
outdoor faucets for shower heads, sinks, hoses, etc., as long as cut off devices and back flow
prevention devices are installed to prevent contamination to the service components and
thereby minimize any flood damages to the building. No utilities or components shall be
attached to breakaway walls.
(`95 Code, § 5-4-19) (Ord. 13-02, passed 8-27-02; Am Ord. 36-11, passed 12-13-11; Am.
Ord. 38-11, passed 12-13-11; Am. Ord. 22-16, passed 9-13-16; Am. Ord. 35-16, passed 1213-16; Am. Ord. 21-17, passed 7-11-17; Am. Ord. 08-19, passed 2-11-19; Am. Ord. 25-20,
passed 12-8-20)
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SECTION 152.29 AREAS OF SHALLOW FLOODING.
(A) Located within the areas of special flood hazard established in section 152.07 are
areas designated as shallow flooding areas.
(B) These areas have special flood hazards associated with base flood depths of one to
three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist and where the path of flooding is
unpredictable and indeterminate; therefore, the following provisions apply:
(1) All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures shall
have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to the depth number specified on the
flood insurance rate map, in feet, above the highest adjacent grade plus the freeboard
requirement. If no depth number is specified, the lowest floor, including basement, shall be
elevated, at least two four feet above the highest adjacent grade (HAG).
(2) All new construction and substantial improvements of nonresidential structures
shall:
(a) Have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to the depth number specified
on the flood insurance rate map, in feet, above the highest adjacent grade plus the
freeboard requirement. If no depth number is specified, the lowest floor, including
basement shall be elevated at least two four feet above the highest adjacent grade (HAG);
or
(b) Together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities be completely floodproofed
to or above that level so that any space below that level is watertight with walls
substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having
the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy.
(`95 Code, § 5-4-22)
(3) All structures on slopes must have drainage paths around them to guide water
away from the structures.
(Am. Ord. 25-20, passed 12-8-20)
ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

______________________________
Municipal Clerk

Nays:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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Abstains:

City of Folly Beach
21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Date:
Re:

3/10/21
Height Limits and New Base Flood Elevations

Mayor and Council:

The flood maps have changed as of January 29, 2021. This has lowered the Base
Flood Elevations (BFEs) across the island. Traditionally, changes in the flood maps
are expected to raise BFEs, not lower them. While the insurance benefits of new
lower elevations are welcome, the prudent course of action from a regulatory
standpoint is to hold the line for new construction and substantial improvements.
The ordinance amendments outlined below would allow residents to build above
the new BFE in anticipation of an increase sea level rise (as called for in the 2017
Sea Level Rise Adaptation Report) while at the same time preserving the current
maximum limits on structure height.

Currently, the City requires new homes to be built 2’ above the BFE (freeboard).
However, the max height limit is tied to BFE and not the freeboard elevation. The
result is that the City is discouraging people from building higher than BFE and, at
the same time, artificially capping people at a 2’ freeboard because we don’t give
them the additional height. The effects of this policy will be drastically amplified by
the new lower BFEs on Folly. This approach is not a good resilience strategy and
does not conform to our multiple long-term plans stating the importance to plan for
3’ of sea level rise and protecting homes from storm surge.

BFEs across the Island have dropped by up to 6 feet, with an average of a 4.5 foot
drop. Staff proposes an increase from our existing 2’ to a new 4’ freeboard. This does
not make up completely for the overall drop in elevations, but it is a measured
response to ensure compliance, further improve our CRS credit, and protect citizens.
In addition to the new 4’ freeboard, Staff proposes a max height of 34’ measured
from the top the bottom living floor (the floor surface of the first conditioned story
of your house) and not BFE. The result would be 34’ of heated vertical living space
on top of a 4’ freeboard (max height of 38’ above the new lower BFE) vs our existing
34’ on top of a 2’ freeboard (max height of 36’ above previous higher BFE). There
would be no change to the existing provision of the fire code that caps max height of
buildings at 50’ from the center of the road (§90.05). This limit would remain in
place as an absolute cap on height just as it always has. Houses built to the new 4’
freeboard, would also not exceed the current max absolute height as the new
freeboard is still lower in almost all cases than the old maps.
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By increasing the freeboard, this ensures drive under parking can be a viable option
and keep off street parking requirements attainable. Under the current regulations,
drive under parking would be drastically limited due to the drop in BFEs and the
way max height limits are defined. See diagram below. This would be remedied by
the proposed ordinance changes.

There are no negative impacts to commercial district and a 4’ freeboard is less
restrictive. There is an approx. net 2’ drop in floodproofing requirements with new
higher freeboard requirements and the drop of BFEs on the new maps.
EXAMPLE: Center street is approx. 7’ at Community Center. The 2004 maps BFE is
an AE 15 with a 2’ freeboard putting LHSM at 17’. The 2021 maps BFE is AE 10
(which is really AE 11 for datum) with a 4’ freeboard putting the LHSM at 14’ (or 15’
for datum).

Another change with the new flood maps that we need to address is that Folly Beach
has Shaded X and X zones for this first time. These zones are technically outside the
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and are a loophole in our flood ordinance. To
close this loophole, staff suggests to adding Shaded X and X zones to the same
regulations of A and V Zones like the rest of the island. The freeboard would be
referenced at highest adjacent grade since there are no BFEs established for this
zone. This would also require V zone design certs for the zone as is standard
practice around the jurisdiction. This ensures homes and other structures are safe
and protected against storm surge, high winds and scour brought on by hurricanes.
This resilient practice strengthens the community and increases the speed and
decreases the length of recovery after disasters.
Overall, these changes concerning max height reference point and the inclusion of X
zones in the SFHA is resilient for the City of Folly Beach in many ways. It gives the
homeowner the option to elevate their home higher for hurricane protection, utilize
lots more efficiently for parking, ensure the entire island is protected from future
disasters, and pledges that Folly Beach will be a safe place to live and recreate for
years to come.
Thank you

Katherine Faith and Eric Lutz
Zoning Administrator and Building Official
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:

ORDINANCE 11-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTERS 161 (DEFINITIONS), 162 (ADMINISTRATION), 163
(ZONING DISTRICTS), 164 (USE STANDARDS), 165 (DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS), AND 166
(DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS) OF THE FOLLY BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES BY CHANGING
THE REFERENCE POINT OF THE MAX HEIGHT REQUIREMENT FROM THE BASE FLOOD
ELEVATION TO THE TOP OF THE FIRST LIVING FLOOR SURFACE DUE TO THE CHANGE OF
THE FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAPS AND OVERALL DROP IN BASE FLOOD ELEVATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF FOLLY BEACH.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains that the Folly Beach
Code of Ordinance be amended as follows:

NOTE: Deleted material stuck through, new material in red:

SECTION 161.02 DEFINITIONS.
…
COMMON AREA. Used in reference to a conservation subdivision, a common area is a
portion of a development that is not individually owned or dedicated for public use, but is
intended for use by residents of the subdivision. Often common areas are reserved for
recreation purposes including playgrounds or plazas.
COMMUNITY DETERMINED BFE. To be used when BFE is not determined on the FIRM. In
AO Zones, flood depth is used as BFE. In zones without a BFE or flood depth established
(usually Shaded X and X Zones), BFE is Highest Adjacent Grade (HAG).
COMMUNITY OR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER. A public building to be used as a place of
meeting, recreation, or social activity and not operated for profit.
….
DAY CARE, GROUP DAYCARE HOME. A home in which care is given in a family during the
day only for no more than 15 children, including residents.
DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION: base flood elevation plus freeboard requirement, or
community determined base flood elevation plus freeboard requirement.
DENSITY. The total number of dwelling units on the entire area of a tract or lot divided by
the lot acreage.
….
HEIGHT. The distance from base flood elevation the top of the first living floor surface to
the highest point of a structure.
HIGH GROUND. The contiguous buildable portions of a lot located outside of DHEC-OCRM
critical areas, wetlands, marsh, dune setbacks, and other resource protection areas.
79

…
TEN-YEAR STORM EVENT. A stormwater modeling term that refers to the frequency at
which a particular amount of rainfall in a given duration (ten years) is expected to return,
on average.
TOP OF THE FIRST LIVING FLOOR SURFACE. The surface area of the first floor of
habitable conditioned space, and the starting elevation used to determine the maximum
height of a structure.
TOWNHOUSE. An attached residential unit that shares common vertical wall or walls
with other similar townhome units.
§ 162.02-02 Application Contents, Submission Schedule and Fees.
(A) The City Council shall establish the requirements for application contents, forms, and
the submission and review schedule (including time frames for review) for development
(See § 162.02-05, Application Submission). These requirements may be amended and
updated from time to time.
(B) The City Council shall establish application fees and may amend and update those
fees from time to time. The fee amount shall cover all costs associated with processing the
application and conducting related inspections.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10)
SECTION 162.03-08 Building Permit.
(A) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide a mechanism for reviewing
applications for building permits to ensure all development within the city complies with
the standards of this ZDO.
(B) Applicability. No building, driveway, wall, structure, or other improvement shall be
erected, installed, added to, or structurally altered without the owner or developer having
first obtained a building permit from the Building Official, pursuant to this section and the
standards of this section.
(C) Procedure.
(1) Submission and review of application. The procedures and requirements for
submission and review of an application are established in § 162.02, Common Review
Procedures.
(2) Action by Building Official. The Building Official shall review and take action on the
application for a building permit consistent with the standards in § 162.03-08(E), Building
Permit Standards.
(D) Application requirements. Applications for a building permit shall be filed on a form
provided by the Building Official, and shall include the following:
(1) A general description of the proposed work to be completed and the proposed
use(s) being developed;
(2) The zoning district designation of the land where development is proposed;
(3) The signature of the land owner or owner's authorized agent;
(4) The estimated cost of the construction, including labor and materials;
(5) A plan, drawn to scale, showing:
(a) The dimensions of the lot being developed;
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(b) The size and location of buildings and structures to be erected;
(c) The building height from base flood elevation the top of the first living floor
surface;
(d) The percentage of the lot covered by impervious surfaces;
(e) The total heated square footage; and
(f) The front, side, and rear yards or setbacks;
(6) The lot's location within a flood hazard area boundary (if applicable);
(7) The use permit issued by the South Carolina DHEC OCRM if the lot is located within
the critical area; and
(8) Any other information considered necessary by the Building Official in order to
render a decision.
(E) Building permit standards. A building permit shall be approved upon a finding that
the application complies with the standards of this ZDO and all other applicable city
ordinances.
(F) Conditions. In approving a building permit, the Building Official may impose
appropriate conditions on the permit approval pursuant to § 162.02-12, Conditions of
Approval.
(G) Expiration.
(1) Time limit for commencement of work. If the work described in any building
permit has not begun within 12 months from the date of issuance, the building permit shall
expire and be void.
(2) Extension. Upon written application submitted at least 30 days prior to the
expiration of the permit by the applicant and upon a showing of good cause, the Building
Official may grant one extension not to exceed six months. Failure to submit an application
for an extension within the time limits established by this section shall render the building
permit void.
(H) Amendment. A building permit may be amended, extended, or modified only in
accordance with the procedures and standards established for its original approval.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10)
SECTION 163.03 NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS.

SECTION163.03-02 Nonresidential Districts and Specific Purposes.
(A) Downtown Commercial (DC).
(1) Purpose and intent. The DC District is established as a commercial focal point for
Folly Beach characterized by a vibrant mix of retail, service, restaurant, entertainment,
cultural, governmental, civic, residential, and visitor-service uses unique to the city. The
district is intended to:
(a) Protect and enhance the unique aesthetic and architectural character of Folly
Beach's downtown;
(b) Allow for a diverse mix of business, office, institutional, recreational, and
residential uses above street-level;
(c) Encourage pedestrian-friendly development;
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(d) Require new development that is consistent with the existing template of
downtown development; and
(e) Promote the economic and development potential of Folly Beach while also
protecting its unique character.
(2) District-specific standards. In addition to the other standards in this ZDO,
development in the DC District shall comply with the following:
(a) Mixed-use structures in the DC District shall not include residential uses on the
ground floor of the structure.
(b) Commercial uses on ground floor shall not be converted to a residential use.
(c) Nonconforming lots of record lawfully established on or before April 13, 1999
may be developed in accordance with the standards in § 168.04-01(C), Lots in the DC and
IC Districts.
(d) Residential uses located above a nonresidential use in the DC District shall not
exceed two stories or 35 34 feet above base flood elevation the top of the first living floor
surface.
(e) Lot coverage is limited to a maximum of 50% of the lots high ground area.
(f) Except where exempted by the Design Review Board, new development on lots in
the DC district fronting Center Street shall be built to the edge of the sidewalk or right-ofway edge.
(g) New development in the "A" Flood Zone shall be:
1. Elevated and enclose the entire perimeter of the structure below the base flood
elevation with solid walls which are hydrostatically vented and aesthetically incorporated
into the overall design of the structure; or
2. Floodproofed in lieu of elevating.
(h) New development on lots fronting Center Street located in the "V" Flood Zone
shall be elevated and shall enclose the entire perimeter of the structure below the base
flood elevation with solid breakaway walls which are aesthetically incorporated into the
overall design of the structure.
(i) Duplex dwellings and multi family units located upon a single lot may be detached
structures. Detached units may be located on individual lots, provided the newly created
lots extend no more than five feet from the exterior walls of the proposed structure.
(j) Short term rentals are allowed subject to the requirements of Chapter 117 of the
city code of ordinances.
(B) Island Commercial (IC).
(1) Purpose and intent. The IC district is established to provide for a “resort center”
within the city that provides a variety of visitor-oriented business services, including
visitor lodging, visitor attractions, and support facilities. The district is intended to
accommodate visitor-oriented structures such as hotels, bed and breakfast inns, and time
share units. Indoor and outdoor recreational facilities, parking, and low-intensity retail
uses are also appropriate. This district is intended to foster pedestrian access particularly
along the beachfront, in order to minimize traffic impacts to surrounding residential areas.
Short term rentals are allowed subject to the requirements of Chapter 117 of the city code
of ordinances. Multi-family dwellings, accessory dwelling units, and intense commercial
uses are prohibited. The minimum lot area for residential uses is 10,500 square feet and
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5,250 square feet for all other uses. Duplex dwellings located upon a single lot may be
detached structures. Detached units may be located on individual lots, provided the newly
created lots extend no more than five feet from the exterior walls of the proposed
structure. Lot coverage is limited to 35% of the lots high ground area.
(2) District-specific standards.
(a) Mixed-use structures in the IC District shall not include residential uses on the
ground floor of the structure.
(b) Commercial uses on ground floor shall not be converted to a residential use.
(c) Nonconforming lots of record lawfully established on or before April 13, 1999
may be developed in accordance with the standards in § 168.04-01(C), Lots in the DC and
IC Districts.
(d) All development in the IC District shall not exceed two stories or 40 feet above
base flood elevation the top of the first living floor surface.
(C) Marine Commercial (MC). The MC District is established to recognize areas within
the city where, due to proximity to navigable waterways, commercial marine relatedactivity takes place. A full range of marine- related uses (e.g., docks and marinas), major
and minor utilities, and outdoor storage facilities are appropriate uses in addition to
limited residential uses, institutional uses, and limited retail uses. Short term rentals are
allowed subject to the requirements of Chapter 117 of the city code of ordinances.
Applications to amend the official zoning map to establish or expand the MC District are
prohibited.
(D) Corridor Commercial (CC). The CC District is established and intended to provide for
a wide variety of general retail and high intensity residential and nonresidential uses
located along the Folly Road corridor north of the Folly Creek Bridge, and to maintain
scenic vistas along this corridor. The CC District is intended to accommodate the largest
and most intense form of retail in the city (those uses greater than 10,000 square feet).
Visitor-oriented services including hotels and indoor and outdoor recreational facilities are
also permitted. Short term rentals are allowed subject to the requirements of Chapter 117
of the city code of ordinances. Maximum lot coverage is limited to 35% of a lots high
ground, and maximum building heights are limited to 35 34 feet above base flood elevation
the top of the first living floor surface. Duplex dwellings and multifamily units located upon
a single lot may be detached structures. Detached units may be located on individual lots,
provided the newly created lots extend no more than five feet from the exterior walls of the
proposed structure and the development includes the minimum open space set-aside
required in § 166.03, Open Space Standards.
(E) Conservation (CN). The CN District is established in accordance with the
Comprehensive Plan to preserve sensitive marshland ecosystems and prevent flood
hazards. Land in the CN District is intended to encourage the maintenance of wildlife
preserves, scenic areas, or watershed conservation areas, to the maximum extent
practicable. Parks, public docks, private recreational docks, or public piers are allowable
uses.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10; Am. Ord. 26-16, passed 1-10-17; Am. Ord. 09-17, passed 7-1117; Am. Ord. 26-17, passed 1-9-18; Am. Ord. 01-19, passed 4-9-19)
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SECTION 163.05 OVERLAY DISTRICT.
SECTION 163.05-02 Folly Road Corridor Overlay District (FCOD).
(A) Purpose and intent. The intent of these provisions is to create a corridor that is wellplanned and attractive through the implementation of land use and design standards that
are consistent with adjacent jurisdictions and the utilization of traffic safety measures and
access management for vehicles and pedestrians to ensure safe and efficient traffic
movement. The portion of the FCOD located in the City of Folly Beach is intended to
provide a natural scenic open space before entering the City of Folly Beach by preserving
the marsh views and vistas of this area.
(B) Location. The FCOD extends from Tatum Road in the Town of James Island south to
the Folly River Bridge in the City of Folly Beach, as depicted on the official zoning map.
(C) Conflict. The FCOD zoning district regulations of this chapter apply in addition to the
underlying (base) zoning district regulations. In case of conflict between the FCOD
regulations and other regulations in this ZDO, the most restrictive regulations shall control.
(D) Applicability. The standards in this section shall apply to all uses within the FCOD
except single-family residential development.
(E) District-specific standards. All development (except single-family residential uses)
within the FCOD shall comply with the following standards:
(1) Streetscape buffer along Folly Road.
(a) Except when reduced in accordance with this section, all development shall
maintain a 25-foot vegetated streetscape buffer from the Folly Road right-of-way.
(b) Required buffers from the Folly Road right-of-way may be reduced by the DRB
when:
1. The principal structure is placed within the area occupied by the perimeter
buffer; and
2. All off-street surface parking is placed to the side or rear of the structure.
(c) Fencing may be required to screen adjacent residential uses.
(2) Perimeter buffers. All development shall comply with the perimeter buffers in §
166.02, Landscaping Standards, and shall maintain a 25-foot vegetated buffer from
marshlands, wetlands, and other sensitive natural features. Vegetated buffers between uses
and environmental features shall be configured in accordance with the following
standards:
(a) Existing vegetation shall be maintained to the maximum extent practicable;
(b) New plantings shall consist of native or naturalized species;
(c) At least 50% of newly-planted understory screening material shall be evergreen;
(d) Stormwater conveyance measures are allowed within buffer areas only in cases
where existing trees are not affected.
(3) Accessory structures. Accessory structures shall be limited to nonresidential
principal uses, and shall not exceed 25% of the principal structure’s heated square footage.
(F) Dimensional standards.
(1) Maximum building height shall be limited to 35 34 feet above base flood elevation
the top of the first living floor surface.
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(2) Maximum height of multifamily housing shall be limited to 24 feet above base flood
elevation the top of the first living floor surface.
(3) Maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 30% of a lot’s high ground area.
(4) Development shall be setback at least 25 feet from the OCRM critical line.
(G) Sign standards. Freestanding signs shall be monument style, limited to one per street
frontage, and shall comply with the following standards:
(1) Maximum sign face area shall be limited to 40 square feet for individual signs and
100 square feet for shared shopping center signs;
(2) Signage shall have a maximum of two faces per sign;
(3) Sign height for individual signs shall be limited to a maximum of six feet. Sign
height for shared shopping center signs shall be limited to a maximum of ten feet; and
(4) Signs may not be internally illuminated.
(5) Electronic message boards shall be prohibited, except those by a duly constituted
governmental body and approved by City Council.
SECTION 164.03 USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS.

SECTION 164.03-01 Residential Uses.
(A) Household living.
(1) Multi-family dwelling. Multi-family dwellings shall comply with the following
standards:
(a) Parking structures may be permitted as an accessory use to serve any multifamily development provided the structure does not exceed 35 34 feet in height (from base
flood elevation the top of the first living floor surface) and provided its visual impact on
adjacent lands is mitigated through building placement, screening, or architectural
treatment.
(b) Multi-family structures shall be subject to the maximum height of the district
where located, and shall not exceed two stories of heated floor area.
(2) Two-family dwelling.
(a) Two-family dwellings shall comply with the standards in § 166.05-03, Single- and
Two-Family Design Standards.
(b) Nothing in this ZDO shall prevent a two-family dwelling on a lot in the RTF
District from consisting of two detached structures.
(B) Group living.
(1) Group day care home. The number of children shall be limited to a maximum of
eight children, including residents.
(2) Family day care home. The number of children shall be limited to a maximum of
five children, including the residents.
(C) Short term rentals. Short term rentals shall have a maximum overnight occupancy of
two persons per bedroom, plus two persons per rental dwelling. The maximum occupancy
may be increased by the Building Official upon demonstration by the owner of DHEC
compliance with allowable septic capacity.
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(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10; Am. Ord. 26-17, passed 1-9-18)

CHAPTER 165: DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS

SECTION 165.01 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS TABLE.
SECTION 165.01-01 Purpose and Intent.
The purpose of this section is to present the density and dimensional standards for all
principal and accessory uses allowed in this ZDO. These standards may be further modified
by other applicable sections of this ZDO. Rules of measurement are set forth in § 165.02,
Measurements and Exceptions.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10)
SECTION 165.01-02 Dimensional Standards in the Zoning Districts.
Unless otherwise specified, all principal and accessory structures in the zoning districts
are subject to the dimensional standards set forth in Table 165.01, Dimensional Standards.
TABLE 165.01: DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS (1)

ZONING
DISTRICT/USE

LOT AREA

Density
(DU/Sq.
Ft.)

Max. Lot
Coverage

Min. Lot
Area
(Sq. Ft.)

SETBACKS (2)

Min. Lot
Width
(Ft)

Front
(Ft)

Each
Side
(Ft)

MAX.
HEIGHT (9)

Rear
(Ft)

RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY (RSF)
All uses

1/10,500

35% of
high
ground

10,500 per dwelling

70

10

14.3% of lot
width (8)

10

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface

5,250 per dwelling

70

10

14.3% of lot
width (8)

10

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface

RESIDENTIAL TWO-FAMILY (RTF)
All uses

1/5,250
(up to 4
per acre
max.)

35% of
high
ground

RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY (RMF)
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All uses

1/3,500
(up to 12
per acre
max.)

35% of
high
ground

3,500 per multifamily dwelling unit

70

10

5

10

24' above BFE
+1' 24’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface (4)

30% of
high
ground

14,500

70

25

15

25

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface (4)

50% of
high
ground
(3)

10,500

35

10 (5)

5

10

None
required
(5)

None required
except when
abutting RSF, RTF
or RMF; then
greater of ½
structure height or
15 feet

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface (4)

MARSH INLAND RESIDENTIAL (MR)
All uses

1/14,500

DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL (DC)
Single- and twofamily uses
Multi-family uses

Outdoor retailers
All other uses

1/10,500
(up to 4
per acre
max.)
1/3,500
(up to 12
per acre
max.)

3,500 per multifamily dwelling unit
2,625
per outdoor retailer

N/A

5,250

ISLAND COMMERCIAL (IC)
Single- and twofamily uses

All other uses

1/10,500
(up to 4
per acre
max.)
N/A

35% (3)

10,500

70

3,500 per unit
5,250
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40' above BFE
40’ above the
top of the first
living floor
surface

10

5

10

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface

None

None required
except when
abutting RSF, RTF,
or RMF; then
greater of ½

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface (4)

structure height or
15 feet
MARINE COMMERCIAL (MC)
Single- and twofamily uses

1/10,500
(up to 4
per acre
max.)

35% (3)

10,500

All other uses

N/A

None

(6)

1/10,500
(up to 4
per acre
max.)

35% (3)

10,500

N/A

35% (3)

35

10

5

10

35' above BFE
34’ above the
top of the first
living floor
surface

CORRIDOR COMMERCIAL (CC)
Single- and twofamily uses
Multi-family uses
All other uses

12

50

10

5

5,250

50

None

None required
except when
abutting RSF, RTF,
or RMF; then
greater of ½
structure height or
15 feet

35' above BFE
34’ above the
top of the first
living floor
surface (4)

10,500

20

10

10

Lesser of one
story or 20'
above BFE the
top of the first
living floor
surface

3,500 per unit

CONSERVATION (CN)
All uses (7)

N/A

5%

35' above BFE
+1' 34’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD)
See Section 163.05

88

10

25

24' above BFE
+1' 24’ above
the top of the
first living floor
surface

NOTES:

(1) Uses may also be subject to district-specific standards (Chapter 163), use-specific standards (Chapter 164), or design
standards (Chapter 166) that further limit these standards.

(2) Required setbacks may be increased in accordance with the standards in § 166.04-03, Marsh Buffers, and § 166.04-04,
Beach and Dune Management Area (if applicable).
(3) Single- and two-family structures are subject to maximum floor area ratio limitations in § 166.05-03, Single-and TwoFamily Design Standards (as appropriate).

(4) Multi-family uses are limited to a maximum of two stories (measured from BFE the top of the first living floor surface).
(5) New development fronting Center Street shall be built to the edge of the street right-of-way, to the maximum extent
practicable.
(6) There is no minimum lot size except where required by DHEC for on-site wastewater facilities.

(7) There shall also be a setback of 25 feet from the OCRM critical line in the CN district.

(8) Setbacks in the RSF and RTF zones shall be a minimum of five and a maximum of ten feet. Eaves may extend into the
required setback up to 18". HVAC platforms may extend into the required setback up to 5' on side of the structure, but cannot
be located on both sides.
(9) Max Height shall not exceed height regulated in Section 90.05.

SECTION 165.02-03 Height.
(A) Definition/measurement.
(1) Base flood elevation (BFE). The water surface elevation (as depicted on the Flood
Rate Insurance Map) corresponding to a level of flooding having a 1% probability of being
equaled or exceeded in a given year.
(1) Top of the first living floor surface: The surface area of the first floor of habitable
conditioned space, and the starting elevation used to determine the maximum height of a
structure.
(2) Building height. Height of building means the vertical distance measured from the
established grade or one foot above base flood elevation (as appropriate) at the corner of a
front of a building to the highest point of the roof top of the first living floor surface.
(3) Established grade. Established grade is the finished grade following grading,
excavation, or other land-disturbing activity.
(4) Freeboard. The amount of space between the top of the base flood elevation (as
determined by the Flood Insurance Rate Map) and the lowest portion of a structure that is
intended to accommodate heated floor area or habitable area.
(5) Time of determination. The maximum height allowable for any new or substantially
improved residential or commercial building shall be determined by base flood elevation in
effect on the date of issuance of a permit to construct or substantially improve the
structure.
(63) Exclusions from height limitations. The height limitations included in Table
165.01, Dimensional Standards, do not apply to spires, ventilators, and chimneys; however,
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the heights of these structures or appurtenances shall not exceed any height limitations
prescribed by the Federal Aviation Administration.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10; Am. Ord. 03-19, passed 4-9-19)

CHAPTER 166: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
SECTION 166.05 DESIGN STANDARDS.

SECTION 166.05-04 Multi-Family Design Standards.
(A) Applicability.
(1) The standards in this section shall apply to all structures containing multi-family
and townhouse units, but shall not apply to individual residential units located over a
nonresidential use.
(2) In addition, these standards shall apply to any townhouse or multi-family dwellings
existing on March 23, 2010 if any expansion or alteration exceeds 50% of the building's
assessed value at the time of expansion or alteration.
(B) Time of review.
(1) Review of proposed development to ensure compliance with the standards of this
section shall take place at the time of site plan, § 162.03-06; subdivision, § 162.03-07; or
planned development master plan, § 162.03-02, review, whichever occurs first.
(2) Multi-family uses may be subject to city-imposed conditions relating to the location,
configuration, and operational aspects of the use to ensure its compatibility with
surrounding uses, its architectural consistency with the surrounding uses, and its
compliance with the city's building codes and all relevant state laws and regulations.
(C) Building orientation. All multi-family structures and townhouse dwellings shall be
oriented so that the primary entrance(s) faces the street. In the case of corner lots, the
primary entrance(s) shall face the street from which the building derives its street address.
(D) Building size.
(1) Individual building footprints shall not exceed a maximum of 15,000 square feet.
(2) The maximum length of any multi-family or townhouse structure shall be 200
linear feet, regardless of the number of units.
(3) No more than six side-by-side townhouse dwelling units shall be attached in any
single structure.
(E) Height. Multi-family building heights shall not exceed 24 feet or two stories above
base flood elevation two stories or 24 feet above the top of the first living floor surface.
(F) Building design.
(1) Building details, including roof forms, siding materials, windows, doors, and trim
shall reflect a consistent architectural style.
(2) All sides of a multi-family or townhouse structure visible from lands occupied by or
designated for single-family dwellings, an existing public street, or other public lands shall
display a similar level of quality and architectural detailing.
(G) Building facades.
90

(1) Front facades shall incorporate wall offsets in the form of projections or recesses in
the facade plane a minimum of every 30 feet of facade frontage.
(2) Wall offsets shall have a minimum depth of two feet.
(Ord. 05-10, passed 3-23-10)
ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

______________________________
Municipal Clerk

Nays:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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Abstains:

City of Folly Beach
21 Center Street
Folly Beach, SC 29439

Date:
Re:

3/10/21
Height Limits and New Base Flood Elevations

Mayor and Council:

The flood maps have changed as of January 29, 2021. This has lowered the Base
Flood Elevations (BFEs) across the island. Traditionally, changes in the flood maps
are expected to raise BFEs, not lower them. While the insurance benefits of new
lower elevations are welcome, the prudent course of action from a regulatory
standpoint is to hold the line for new construction and substantial improvements.
The ordinance amendments outlined below would allow residents to build above
the new BFE in anticipation of an increase sea level rise (as called for in the 2017
Sea Level Rise Adaptation Report) while at the same time preserving the current
maximum limits on structure height.

Currently, the City requires new homes to be built 2’ above the BFE (freeboard).
However, the max height limit is tied to BFE and not the freeboard elevation. The
result is that the City is discouraging people from building higher than BFE and, at
the same time, artificially capping people at a 2’ freeboard because we don’t give
them the additional height. The effects of this policy will be drastically amplified by
the new lower BFEs on Folly. This approach is not a good resilience strategy and
does not conform to our multiple long-term plans stating the importance to plan for
3’ of sea level rise and protecting homes from storm surge.

BFEs across the Island have dropped by up to 6 feet, with an average of a 4.5 foot
drop. Staff proposes an increase from our existing 2’ to a new 4’ freeboard. This does
not make up completely for the overall drop in elevations, but it is a measured
response to ensure compliance, further improve our CRS credit, and protect citizens.
In addition to the new 4’ freeboard, Staff proposes a max height of 34’ measured
from the top the bottom living floor (the floor surface of the first conditioned story
of your house) and not BFE. The result would be 34’ of heated vertical living space
on top of a 4’ freeboard (max height of 38’ above the new lower BFE) vs our existing
34’ on top of a 2’ freeboard (max height of 36’ above previous higher BFE). There
would be no change to the existing provision of the fire code that caps max height of
buildings at 50’ from the center of the road (§90.05). This limit would remain in
place as an absolute cap on height just as it always has. Houses built to the new 4’
freeboard, would also not exceed the current max absolute height as the new
freeboard is still lower in almost all cases than the old maps.
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By increasing the freeboard, this ensures drive under parking can be a viable option
and keep off street parking requirements attainable. Under the current regulations,
drive under parking would be drastically limited due to the drop in BFEs and the
way max height limits are defined. See diagram below. This would be remedied by
the proposed ordinance changes.

There are no negative impacts to commercial district and a 4’ freeboard is less
restrictive. There is an approx. net 2’ drop in floodproofing requirements with new
higher freeboard requirements and the drop of BFEs on the new maps.
EXAMPLE: Center street is approx. 7’ at Community Center. The 2004 maps BFE is
an AE 15 with a 2’ freeboard putting LHSM at 17’. The 2021 maps BFE is AE 10
(which is really AE 11 for datum) with a 4’ freeboard putting the LHSM at 14’ (or 15’
for datum).

Another change with the new flood maps that we need to address is that Folly Beach
has Shaded X and X zones for this first time. These zones are technically outside the
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and are a loophole in our flood ordinance. To
close this loophole, staff suggests to adding Shaded X and X zones to the same
regulations of A and V Zones like the rest of the island. The freeboard would be
referenced at highest adjacent grade since there are no BFEs established for this
zone. This would also require V zone design certs for the zone as is standard
practice around the jurisdiction. This ensures homes and other structures are safe
and protected against storm surge, high winds and scour brought on by hurricanes.
This resilient practice strengthens the community and increases the speed and
decreases the length of recovery after disasters.
Overall, these changes concerning max height reference point and the inclusion of X
zones in the SFHA is resilient for the City of Folly Beach in many ways. It gives the
homeowner the option to elevate their home higher for hurricane protection, utilize
lots more efficiently for parking, ensure the entire island is protected from future
disasters, and pledges that Folly Beach will be a safe place to live and recreate for
years to come.
Thank you

Katherine Faith and Eric Lutz
Zoning Administrator and Building Official
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:

ORDINANCE 12-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10, 2021

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF FOLLY BEACH TO SHOW TMS
328-14-00-057 (ALSO KNOWN AS 204 E ASHLEY) TO DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL FROM
RESIDENTIAL TWO FAMILY.
The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains as follows:

SECTION 1.

That the Folly Beach Zoning Map be amended as follows:

Parcel Number 328-14-00-057 (also known as 204 E Ashley) be rezoned to Downtown
Commercial from Residential Two Family.
ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.
Ayes:

Nays:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Abstains:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:

ORDINANCE 13-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

AN ORDINANCE REZONING TMS 328-14-00-057 (ALSO KNOWN AS 204 E ASHLEY) TO
DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL FROM RESIDENTIAL TWO FAMILY.

The City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains as follows:

That Parcel Number 328-14-00-057 (also known as 204 E Ashley) be rezoned to Downtown
Commercial from Residential Two Family.
ADOPTED this ___ day of _______________, 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina.

Ayes:

Nays:

__________________________
Municipal Clerk

Abstains:

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
RESOLUTION 09-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

A RESOLUTION BY THE FOLLY BEACH CITY COUNCIL PROCLAIMING APRIL TO BE NATIONAL
DONATE LIFE MONTH IN SUPPORT OF SHARING HOPE SC.
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

One of the most meaningful gifts that one human being can bestow upon another is
the Gift of Life through organ, eye, and tissue donation; and

More than 108,000 children and adults await lifesaving transplants in the United
States, including 1,300 in South Carolina; and

In 2020, for the first time ever, more than 200 South Carolinians said “Yes” to organ
donation, saving the lives of 514 people awaiting their second chance; and

An average of 20 lives every day due to the lack of organs available for transplantation
and another name is added to the national transplant waiting list every 10 minutes;
and
According to research conducted by Donate Life America, more than 90 percent of
Americans support donation and more than 54 percent of South Carolinians have
registered as such at the DMV; and
The decision to become an organ donor can save up to eight lives and tissue
donation can enhance many more; and

The City of Folly Beach supports this life saving effort and wishes to encourage the
public to learn more about organ, eye, and tissue donation, as well as make their
families aware of their South Carolina Driver’s License organ donation status.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina, does
hereby proclaim the month of April as Donate Life Month.

RATIFIED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina, in City Council duly assigned.
ATTEST:
Municipal Clerk

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
RESOLUTION 10-21

Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

A RESOLUTION BY THE FOLLY BEACH CITY COUNCIL RENEWING THE WATER CONTRACT
WITH CHARLESTON WATER SYSTEMS.
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

The City of Folly Beach (City) has been purchasing treated water from the
Commissioners of Public Works of the City of Charleston (Commissioners) for resale
to its retail customers under a contract titled WATER SUPPLY CONTRACT AND
EXCLUSIVE SERVICE AREA AGREEMENT dated November 17, 1981 which was first
amended July 29, 1983, and then amended again on August 27, 1985; and

The City desires to continue purchasing treated water from the Commissioners, and
the Commissioners desire to continue to sell treated water to the City under the terms
and conditions of a contract mutually agreed upon.

.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Folly Beach, South
Carolina in Council duly assembled, that the Mayor is authorized to sign the “AMENDED AND
RESTATED WATER SUPPLY CONTRACT AND EXCLUSIVE SERVICE AREA AGREEMENT BETWEEN
COMMISIONERS OF PUBLIC WORKS OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA AND CITY
OF FOLLY BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA” as attached hereto.
RATIFIED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina, in City Council duly assigned.

ATTEST:
Municipal Clerk

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
Introduced by: Mayor Goodwin
Date: March 10th, 2021

RESOLUTION 11-21
A RESOLUTION AWARDING $1,000.00 TO THE FOLLY BEACH CIVIC CLUB FOR THE 2ND
ANNUAL FOLLY FAMCAMP BY RECOMMENDATION OF COMMUNITY PROMOTIONS
COMMITTEE.
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

The City of Folly Beach has created a Community Promotions Committee;
and
The City of Folly Beach has budgeted a certain amount of funds under an
account called “Community Promotions”; and

The Community Promotions Committee believes that it is in the best
interest of the citizens of Folly Beach to recommend an award of $1,000.00
to Folly Beach Civic Club for approval by City Council; and

City Council wishes to approve the funds recommended by the Community
Promotions Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Folly Beach, South Carolina,
hereby ratifies and approves the sum of $1,000.00 to the Folly Beach Civic Club as
recommended by the Community Promotions Committee.
RATIFIED this 10th day of March 2021, at Folly Beach, South Carolina, in City Council duly
assigned.
ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk

Tim Goodwin, Mayor
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Community Promotions Committee
March 1, 2021
6:00 pm
Via Zoom

Committee Members:
Marsha Riggs, Vice Chairman
Roger Rutledge
Bill Sypolt
Lesley Watson-Miller

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Regular Meeting Minutes

1.

Call to Order/Roll Call
Present: Riggs, Sypolt, Watson-Miller
Absent: Rutledge
Staff Present: Colleen Jolley

2.

Approval of Agenda
No Objections

3.

Approval of Previous Minutes: September 1, 2020
No Objections

4.

New Business:
Request for Funds: Folly Beach Civic Club

$1,000.00

Dr. Houghton from the Folly Beach Civic Club presented a request for funds to help
support the 2nd Annual Folly FamCamp on March 20, 2021, at the Folly Beach County
Park. CCPRC, COFB, FAB have collaborated to host this event for Folly families to
enjoy a daytime program with games, crafts, and treats, then home for virtual storytime
with the Mayor and fun family activities provided by the club. COVID does not allow for
camping on the beach this year.
Motion to approve the appropriateness of the request was made by Sypolt, seconded by
Watson-Miller, and carried unanimously.
Mr. Sypolt: How will the funds be spent?
Dr. Houghton: Supplies, prizes, treat bags.
Watson-Miller: What’s in the treat bags?
Dr. Houghton: Smores, special treats for the day/evening program.
Ms. Riggs: Is the event free to residents? How many families?
Dr. Houghton: Yes. Approximately 80.
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Motion to approve the requested amount of $1,000 was made by Watson-Miller,
seconded by Sypolt, and carried unanimously.
5.

Adjournment: 6:19 pm
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